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China recovers first
stage of arocket on
land for the first time

Associated Press
BEIJING

China has successfully re-
captured the first stage of a
rocket on land for the first
time, state media reported
on Wednesday, as the
country seeks to advance
its space programme.

Although this marks
China’s first successful re-
covery on land, it is the se-
cond time the country has
recovered a rocket stage,
following a successful re-
covery on a sea platform in
July.

Chinese state news
agency Xinhua said the
reusable rocket, Zhugue-3,
was launched on Wednes-
day morning and that the
rocket’s first stage was re-

covered afterward.

Elon Musk’s SpaceX and
Jeff Bezos’s Blue Origin
have been recovering rock-
ets since 2015, helping
drive down launch costs by
reusing hardware that
would otherwise be dis-
carded after carrying satel-
lites and other payloads to-
ward space.

Xinhua said that Wed-
nesday’s recovery also
marked China’s first use of
deployable landing legs
and deemed the result “a
major breakthrough in the
country’s reusable rocket
technology”.

On July 10, the first stage
of a Long March-10B rocket
separated from the second
stage after lift-off and re-
turned to a platform at sea.

Dynamic duo: Skipper Harmanpreet Singh and Abhishek
shared four goals between them as India overcame Pakistan
5-3 in the hockey World Cup in Amstelveen, Netherlands, on
Wednesday. Hardik Singh completed the tally.

20A8. Chinarecovers first stage of arocket on
land for the first time

T F ggell IR Jdhe & TYH TI0T &) FTHNT 9T
FhaTqde ga: red

e China has successfully recaptured the first stage of a
rocket on land for the first time, state media reported on
Wednesday, as the country seeks to advance its space
programme.

TN AT JUAR T 7T o6 et F Tl IR el Whve
& TYH AI0T ! AT I FEAAIAF IoT: WIed fhar g, it
29T 379 3raATeT FIIHH FT AT TG T TATT F IET &

e Although this marks China’s first successful recovery
on land, it is the second time the country has recovered a
rocket stage, following a successful recovery on a sea
platform in July.

gTdllTeh, T TIel GaNT STHNT X Ide & TIH T0T Y Igall el
YARITe &, oHfehel I8 q@l IR & 519 &2 & fnely Uehe =0T 1
T STt T SR Tt oS oY W o e T corew it
TR Gl YA I 1S |

e Chinese state news agency Xinhua said the reusable
rocket, Zhuque-3, was launched on Wednesday morning and

that the rocket’s first stage was recovered afterward.
Pl TR FAMR Torr RIegam ¥ et & o, YA e Zhuque-3 T LR Fag T
fomam aram 31 38e aTe; Wehe 3 T TXOT Y I FTod W FordT 7|

e Elon Musk’s SpaceX and Jeff Bezos’s Blue Origin have been recovering rockets since
2015, helping drive down launch costs by reusing hardware that would otherwise be
discarded after carrying satellites and other payloads toward space.

TAe AEFR Y SpaceX 3R S® IS A Blue Origin 2015 & ehel T JeT: HTec Y @1 &, Foraar
FEIYUT ST T e el H Hee fHell 8, Fieh I T gTSATT T e 3TN el & Fo¥eg 3Taret
3R 317 ddls Y ARET FT AR S A & 16 IIAT 1T GIT ST

e Xinhua said that Wednesday'’s recovery also marked China’s first use of deployable landing
legs and deemed the result “a major breakthrough in the country’s reusable rocket
technology’.

fRICg3T Y gl foh JETaR AT Ag LA T GRT eAeATel T ST Heet ATeY WS A7 & gl
3TN T 8 Teclieh & 3R & “Qr Y I T Adhe WG TAAY 7 v a3t aherar” sar|
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e On July 10, the first stage of a Long March-10B rocket separated from the second stage
after lift-off and returned to a platform at sea.

10 S@T$ T Long March-10B rﬁwwmwmﬁw%mq&%wﬁmg&mﬂtﬂﬂa
# F2Ud U iewid 9T 99w wie 3|

20A8. After a 35-year-gap, Bangladesh to vote in
presidential election today

35 9 & ATl F a1G FIeenGer A TS Aegqfey Tara
& foT Aag

After a 35-year-gap, Bangladesh to
vote in presidential election today

e Bangladesh will hold its presidential election on
Thursday, with lawmakers set to choose between the ruling
BNP stalwart Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and 11-party
Opposition alliance candidate Colonel Oli Ahmed (retd).

ST H TRaR i Iseufar ara gram, fSae dde Teiree
BNP & W@ AT i GEse sEamT e @ik 3R 11-gdfr
faqedt rsays & sricar Qarfaga wee el gACT A A T
T FoATd |

e The voting will take place for the first time in a
presidential election after a gap of 35 years.

Trsgafd YA # 35 quT & a1 & G Tgell IR AT g9 |

Bangladesh will hold its presidential election on Thursday, with
lawmakers set to choose between the ruling BNP stalwart Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and 11-party Opposition alliance candidate
Colonel Oli Ahmed (retd). The voting will take place for the first time
in a presidential election after a gap of 35 years. PTI
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Urdhva Tandava explained

One of Lord Siva’s many tandavas (dances) is the urdhva
tandava, where His right leg is raised above His head. The
story usually given explaining this tandava is that there
was once a dance competition between Kali and Siva. Siva
raised His right leg above His head, and asked Kali to re-
peat the move. She said it would be immodest if a woman
struck such a pose, and conceded defeat. But this is not
the explanation, said Sumathi Sri in a discourse. The story
begins with Daksha, father of Dakshayani (Parvati). Daksh-
ayani married Siva. Besides Dakshayani, Daksha had 27
daughters, representing the 27 stars. Chandra fell in love
with Rohini. But Daksha requested him to marry all his 27
daughters. Chandra agreed. However, the only wife he
loved was Rohini. So, he neglected the other wives. Rohi-
ni’s sisters complained to Daksha. The latter cursed Chan-
dra and said he should start waning.

As the moon started waning, he became nervous. So,
he approached Lord Siva for help. Siva said He would put
Chandra on His head, and Chandra would then start wax-
ing. But what Chandra had done was wrong. Therefore, he
would wane, as Daksha had wanted, but would also grow
back. And none could harm him, because he was on Siva’s
head. Arunagirinatha in a verse talks of the Siva-Kali
dance, where he refers to Kali as abhinna Kali (the one not
separated from Siva). This shows that Siva and Kali did not
dance separately. They danced together as Ardhanarees-
wara. It was while they were dancing as Ardhanareeswa-
ra, that the waning Chandra fell at Siva’s feet, seeking help.
Siva picked him up with His toes and put him on His head.
That was why His right leg was raised during the dance.

20A8. Urdhva Tandava explained
Ftd drsa i sgrEdn

¢ One of Lord Siva’s many tandavas (dances) is the urdhva
tandava, where His right leg is raised above His head.

saTaTeT f & A dArsal () H 8 Ueh I q15a &, ToTde 3eTehr
mﬁmhmﬁ?mmganm%l

e The story usually given explaining this tandava is that there
was once a dance competition between Kali and Siva.

g disd &Y AT & SiTe aTell AT Ig § foh T 9 Frelt 3k R
¥ de e e raT g8 o

e Sivaraised His right leg above His head, and asked Kali to
repeat the move.

1 & 3roe e 3% AR & 3R 3omm 3R el & off 3¢ T A
A & forw g
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She said it would be immodest if a woman struck such a pose, and conceded defeat.
1ol a1 g foh Tohell AfReT eaRT QT FeT SeTTeTT JreNsreliar g1 3 3eglel 379ell R TR T
il

But this is not the explanation, said Sumathi Sri in a discourse.

et gaAfer st & weh yarweT 7 wgl o g HhT aEcIdeh g w11 g

The story begins with Daksha, father of Dakshayani (Parvati).

T Z&T, S GaTIoft (qrdel) & Ry &, e el B

Dakshayani married Siva.

gatgol o fT & faams faam|

Besides Dakshayani, Daksha had 27 daughters, representing the 27 stars.

et 1 eargoly & faRerd 27 gfT off, St 27 Farat a1 gfafa e s o

Chandra fell in love with Rohini.

TEHAT 1 VRO F 9 &Y a1

But Daksha requested him to marry all his 27 daughters.

ekt gaT o 38 379er weft 27 YT & Rramg v o1 3R T

Chandra agreed.

G HT HgH 81 aTT|

However, the only wife he loved was Rohini.

gTeiifeh, d shaol ARFON & & 97 X |

So, he neglected the other wives.

AT 3oglel 37 UfcoTaT T 3UETT T |

Rohini’s sisters complained to Daksha.

Afgolt $ir sgat 7 gaT F Riepraa

The latter cursed Chandra and said he should start waning.

T&T & TeHT Y AT 1T 3R e T S7ehT &7 gletl & 81 ST |

As the moon started waning, he became nervous.

SIH-STH <IGHT T &1 Blel o, d T g1 91w

So, he approached Lord Siva for help.

AT & et & AT seTar 19 & 9 og |

Siva said He would put Chandra on His head, and Chandra would then start waxing.
fRrar o g fo & wrgaT Y 3raet AT X T 31 31 38 aTe; ASHT T Jefa/ere TaT % 8l
ST |

But what Chandra had done was wrong.

AfeheT TAT A S 32T 2T, 98 et 2|

Therefore, he would wane, as Daksha had wanted, but would also grow back.
3afAT, €8T T STOT & HTHR TGHT 1 477 Y §IMT, kT T STe; Ig ToT: TG 37|
And none could harm him, because he was on Siva’s head.

AR IS 3 R AT T Thall, F1feh I RIg & AT T eyt g

Arunagirinatha in a verse talks of the Siva-Kali dance, where he refers to Kali as abhinna Kali
(the one not separated from Siva).

FFOTTAREATT Ueh Te 7 AT-FTelt Fc T aUTeT FXd §, STel d el bl HfHeT FTell’ el &,
37T T & 3797 o gt aTell el

This shows that Siva and Kali did not dance separately.

SHY 9T TeldT & o Rra 3R el F srerar-3rerT e 78t fram|

They danced together as Ardhanareeswara.

3rgiel TARIRET & T & Teh A1 o3y foha|

It was while they were dancing as Ardhanareeswara, that the waning Chandra fell at Siva’s
feet, seeking help.
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ST I ITARREY & T H FJeq F I 3, aaﬁ&ﬁwmguammaﬁrmmgvfﬂaa;
O & P79

e Siva picked him up with His toes and put him on His head.
T & 37 3rqer R A 3arfaat F Iorm 31T 39 faw W) aror 1 o)

e That was why His right leg was raised during the dance.

quwaﬁ’kﬁmaﬁmﬂtm?ﬂw

Lord Shiva’s Tandavas (Divine Dances)

Meaning of Tandava

Tandava is the vigorous, rhythmic and dynamic dance associated primarily with Lord Shiva in his
form as Nataraja, the “Lord of Dance.”

In Indian religious thought and art, Shiva’s dance is not merely physical movement. It symbolises
cosmic processes such as creation, preservation, destruction, concealment and liberation.

The Natya Shastra, traditionally attributed to Bharata Muni, discusses Tandava technique through
karanas and angaharas. It describes 108 karanas and 32 angaharas, but it does not provide one

universally fixed list of seven named Tandavas. Later Shaiva, iconographic and dance traditions
developed different classifications.

Important Caution: Is There One Fixed List?

There is no single universally accepted list of Shiva’s Tandavas across all Sanskrit texts, Agamas,
regional traditions and iconographic manuals.

A widely used Sapta Tandava or Seven Tandavas classification includes the following forms.
Ananda Tandava.

Sandhya Tandava.

Kali or Kalika Tandava.

Tripura Tandava.

Uma Tandava.

Samhara Tandava.

Urdhva Tandava.

Other traditions may substitute names such as Gauri Tandava, Shiva Tandava or Rudra Tandava.

Some iconographic texts describe even more forms. Therefore, examination answers should mention
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the textual variation rather than presenting one list as universally canonical.

Ananda Tandava

e Ananda Tandava means the Dance of Bliss.

e Itis the most famous representation of Shiva as Nataraja, especially associated with the
Chidambaram Nataraja Temple in Tamil Nadu.

e Inthe classic icon, Shiva dances within a ring of flames. The damaru represents creation, the
fire represents dissolution, and the raised hand in abhaya mudra conveys protection.

e Hisright foot presses down Apasmara, the dwarf representing ignorance, while the raised
foot signifies spiritual liberation.

e This form became particularly celebrated in Chola-period bronze sculpture. IGNCA notes
that the age of Rajaraja Chola I witnessed the perfected expression of Ananda Tandava in
bronze Natarajas.

Sandhya Tandava

Sandhya Tandava is traditionally associated with twilight or the transition between day and
night.

It represents cosmic rhythm, balance and transition.
In Shaiva tradition, Shiva is imagined dancing while deities accompany him with music.

The form is traditionally connected with the Rajata Sabha or Silver Hall at Madurai, one of Tamil
Nadu’s celebrated Shiva dance halls.

The philosophical idea is that the cosmos remains dynamic even during moments of apparent
transition or stillness.

Kali or Kalika Tandava

Kali Tandava expresses Shiva’s dynamic relationship with Goddess Kali or Shakti.

It isassociated with tremendous energy, competition, power and the inseparability of Shiva and
Shakti.

Tamil tradition particularly connects this dance with Thiruvalangadu, where Shiva is believed to
have engaged Kali in a dance contest.

The tradition emphasises that Shiva represents consciousness, while Shakti represents active cosmic
energy.

Thus, neither principle is understood fully without the other.
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Urdhva Tandava

Urdhva Tandava literally refers to the elevated or upward dance.
Its most distinctive feature is Shiva raising one leg dramatically upward.
It is frequently linked to the dance contest between Shiva and Kali at Thiruvalangadu.

In iconography, the extremely elevated leg demonstrates both physical mastery and divine
transcendence.

For students, the simplest way to remember it is:

Urdhva = upward-raised leg.

Tripura Tandava

Tripura Tandava is associated with Shiva’s destruction of Tripura, the three fortified cities of the
demons known collectively as the Tripurasuras.

In mythology, Shiva destroys the three cities with a single decisive act and is therefore known as
Tripurantaka.

The dance represents victory over evil, arrogance and cosmic disorder.

Tamil tradition connects Tripura Tandava with Kutralam or Courtallam, associated with the Chitra
Sabha.

It combines the ideas of martial victory and restoration of cosmic order.

Uma Tandava

Uma Tandava represents Shiva dancing in association with Uma or Parvati.

Unlike purely destructive forms, it places emphasis on the complementary relationship between Shiva
and Shakti.

Its deeper philosophical meaning is the unity of consciousness and energy, or in broader
philosophical language, Purusha and Prakriti.

The presence of Uma softens the fierce dimension of Tandava and emphasises cosmic harmony.

Samhara Tandava

Samhara Tandava represents destruction or dissolution.

Page /
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The Sanskrit word samhara means withdrawal, destruction or dissolution.

In this form, Shiva symbolises the destruction of an exhausted cosmic order before a new cycle can
begin.

The idea should not be understood simply as negative destruction.

In Indian cosmology, destruction is often a necessary preliminary to renewal and creation.
Thus:

Creation — Preservation — Dissolution — Regeneration.

Samhara Tandava represents the dissolution phase of this cosmic cycle.

Rudra Tandava and Its Relation to Samhara

e Rudra Tandava is a commonly used term for Shiva’s fierce, powerful and destructive dance.

e ltis frequently associated in later popular traditions with Shiva’s anger, grief or cosmic
destruction.

e However, Rudra Tandava is not always treated as a separate member of the Sapta
Tandava list.

¢ In many presentations, it functions as a broader description of Shiva’s fierce dances,
particularly those associated with Samhara.

e This distinction is useful for avoiding confusion in examinations.

Shiva’s Dance and the Five Cosmic Functions

Shiva’s cosmic dance is often interpreted through five fundamental activities, particularly in Shaiva
philosophical traditions.

Srishti means creation.

Sthiti means preservation or maintenance.

Samhara means dissolution.

Tirobhava or Tirodhana means concealment or veiling.
Anugraha means grace, liberation or emancipation.

The Nataraja image visually brings these processes together, symbolising the continuous cosmic
rhythm rather than a single historical event.

Historical Importance of Nataraja Iconography

Images of dancing Shiva existed in Indian art before the Chola period, but the internationally

Page8
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Nadu.

Shiva’s dance.

recognised Nataraja bronze form reached extraordinary refinement under the Cholas of Tamil
The Metropolitan Museum notes that dancing Shiva appeared in sculpture by around the 5th century
CE, while the famous mature form developed particularly under the Cholas.

IGNCA specifically associates the perfected bronze Ananda Tandava form with the age of Rajaraja
Chola I, whose Brihadisvara Temple at Thanjavur was consecrated in 1010 CE.

Pancha Sabhai Tradition

Tamil Shaiva tradition identifies five celebrated dance halls or Pancha Sabhai, each linked with

Chidambaram — Kanaka Sabha or Golden Hall — Ananda Tandava.

Madurai — Rajata Sabha or Silver Hall — Sandhya Tandava.

Thiruvalangadu — Ratna Sabha or Gem Hall — Kali/Urdhva-related tradition.

Courtallam — Chitra Sabha or Picture Hall — Tripura Tandava.

Tirunelveli region — Tamra Sabha or Copper Hall — another traditional dance manifestation.

These traditions demonstrate how Shiva’s dance became embedded not only in theology but also in
temple geography, sculpture and regional cultural memory.

Wandiwash Fort to be
pﬁservg ﬂﬁ monument

Madras, August 19: The Fort at Wandiwash in
north Arcot district, where a battle was fought
between the English and the French in mid-18th
century AD, now in ruins is to be preserved as a
monument of State importance by the Tamil
Nadu Government.

The Battle of Wandiwash (1760 AD) practically
ended the French supremacy and marked the
triumph and ascendancy of the British regime in
South India.

Extending over a square mile, the Fort, which
is right in the midst of the town is in a state of
neglect. It is a village by itself. The ramparts,
except in a small portion are intact. There is a
big entrance. In the centre, many residential
buildings have sprung up over the years.
Necessary funds have now been sanctioned by
the Government to protect this historic Fort.

There are no records about the origin of this
Fort, but experts feel that it must have been the
hub of activity in the Vijayanagar period
(13th-14th century). It fell into the hands of the
British around 1750 AD when Hyder Ali captured
it from them. He entered Wandiwash via
Chengam and Tiruvannamalai and after taking
the Fort, stayed in Vellore. The British
recaptured it from the Muslim ruler a year later.
Again, Wandiwash was the scene of a major
battle between the French and the British in
January 1760, the former led by Count de Lalli
and the latter’s army by Sir Eyrecoote. The
French were defeated and Bussi, one of the
prominent leaders, was captured.

20A8. Wandiwash Fort to be preserved as monument

FiEaTer e S TARS & T7 A g fFar seem|

e Madras, August 19: The Fort at Wandiwash in north Arcot
district, where a battle was fought between the English and the French
in mid-18th century AD, now in ruins is to be preserved as a monument
of State importance by the Tamil Nadu Government.

o G, 19 3ET: 37 31 Totel H Feyd ardiarer &1 e, Siar
184t rcfTedY ST & FeT 3 3farelt IR BNt  direr Teur g3 o1, aciHe
A Gl AT A § 3R AHATZ THR aRT 38 Td Heed & FTARS &
& H Efara fonar sree|

e The Battle of Wandiwash (1760 AD) practically ended French

supremacy and marked the triumph and ascendancy of the British
regime in South India.

o TIEERI % JGY (1760 $¥) o cATAEIe &7 & WA Fofea T 3
T fer 31k gfayor Ra & fafeer e 7 3wy va 3curer +» Rfgaa )
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e Extending over a square mile, the Fort, which is right in the midst of the town, is in a state of
neglect.

o TIITHIT U gt FeT 7 tholT Ig fohelr, ST 79R & Stk ALY # YT §, 398 3aTar # g1

e |tis avillage by itself.

o IE IYA I H T Nq g

e The ramparts, except in a small portion, are intact.

o ThH I BN I BIsH, sHAT IR AT ¢

e There is a big entrance.

o gl U J3T YA AR &

¢ In the centre, many residential buildings have sprung up over the years.

o U ALY HIT H auT & GRIA Heloh HTARET Hdel §eF 31T & |

e Necessary funds have now been sanctioned by the Government to protect this historic Fort.

o TR A 3 38 AMaerf frar T geem & fAv smaeas gefr Fdigd # T &

e There are no records about the origin of this Fort, but experts feel that it must have been the
hub of activity in the Vijayanagar period (13th-14th century).

o 3T fohor T 3T & G H IS 3THORG 3UIsY 18T &, SAfoheT [AATAT T AT ¢ 6 T8
fasraerert rer (1341144t erred) # arfafaferat 1 yege e g1 glem|

e |t fell into the hands of the British around 1750 AD when Hyder Ali captured it from them.

o IE SAIHIT 1750 STt & 33T & 1Y 7 T 31T, ST §eT el of S/ 37 ST fordT|

e He entered Wandiwash via Chengam and Tiruvannamalai and after taking the Fort, stayed
in Vellore.

o 3ogid A9rA AR fATaraHenS & TE arSianer #F yaer fhar 3R foret W 3R e & a1g
Aear # o

e The British recaptured it from the Muslim ruler a year later.
o THAYTIE S A 5H HREAH A I Gof: 3791 3TRR & o form|

e Again, Wandiwash was the scene of a major battle between the French and the British in
January 1760, the former led by Count de Lalli and the latter's army by Sir Eyrecoote.

o Uof:, Sradl 1760 # Frstamer wiEfdat i S & da v wHE Jaur w1 e 7T, o
Wqﬂmmmﬁﬁﬁ?WWWﬁq—dmwwﬁm

e The French were defeated and Bussi, one of the prominent leaders, was captured.

. mmgwmwﬁmﬁﬁﬁwwwaﬁWWW|

Battle of Wandiwash (1760 AD)

Basic Introduction

« The Battle of Wandiwash, fought on 22 January 1760, was the decisive military
engagement of the Third Carnatic War (1757-1763) between the British East India
Company and the French in India.

« It was fought near Wandiwash, the Anglicised form of Vandavasi, in present-day
Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil Nadu.

* The British forces were commanded by Colonel Eyre Coote, while the principal French
army was commanded by Thomas Arthur, Comte de Lally (Count de Lally). The
celebrated French commander Marquis de Bussy-Castelnau participated in the battle and
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was captured.

* The battle resulted in a decisive British victory and effectively destroyed France’s capacity
to challenge the British militarily for political supremacy in India.

* An official historical gazetteer available through IGNCA describes Wandiwash as the site

of a victory that was, in its consequences, among the most important victories won over the
French in India.

Historical Background: Anglo-French Rivalry in India

* During the 18th century, the decline of Mughal authority created opportunities for regional
powers as well as European trading companies to increase their political influence.

* The two principal European competitors in southern India were the English East India
Company and the French East India Company.

* Their commercial rivalry gradually developed into a struggle for political and military
influence, particularly in the Carnatic and Hyderabad.

* This rivalry produced the three Carnatic Wars, which formed an important stage in the
transition of European companies from commercial organisations to political powers.

Carnatic Wars at a Glance

* The First Carnatic War (1746-1748) was connected with the War of the Austrian
Succession in Europe.

*» The Second Carnatic War (1749-1754) centred substantially on succession disputes in
Hyderabad and the Carnatic, in which the British and French supported rival claimants.

* The Third Carnatic War (1757-1763) was the Indian theatre of the wider Seven Years’
War (1756-1763) between Britain and France and their respective allies.

» The Battle of Wandiwash became the decisive land engagement of this final phase of
Anglo-French rivalry in the Carnatic.

Immediate Background of the Battle

* France sent Count de Lally to India in 1758 with the objective of strengthening French
power and driving the British from their settlements.

* Lally initially achieved some success, including the capture of Fort St. David, but his
subsequent campaign suffered from serious financial, logistical and strategic difficulties.

* His attempt to capture Madras in 1758-59 ended unsuccessfully.

* French fortunes were further weakened by inadequate financial resources, shortages of
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supplies and, crucially, the absence of dependable French naval support.

* By contrast, British power had been strengthened by increasing financial resources and
political influence, particularly following developments in Bengal after the Battle of
Plassey (1757).

« In late 1759, Eyre Coote captured Wandiwash. Lally subsequently attempted to recover this
strategically important position.

* In January 1760, Lally moved against Wandiwash, compelling Coote to advance to relieve
the fort. This brought the two armies into direct confrontation on 22 January 1760.

Battle of Wandiwash: 22 January 1760

British Side
* The British East India Company forces were led by Colonel Eyre Coote (1726-1783).

* Coote had earlier participated in the British campaigns in India and subsequently emerged
as one of the Company’s most important military commanders.

French Side
* The French forces were commanded by Count de Lally.
» Marquis de Bussy-Castelnau, one of France’s most experienced commanders in India and

an important figure in establishing earlier French influence in the Deccan, participated on the
French side.

Course of the Battle

* Lally was attempting to recover the strategically important Wandiwash fort when Coote
advanced against the French position.

* The confrontation developed into a pitched battle outside Wandiwash.

* The French employed their cavalry and infantry against the British formation, but the
British forces maintained their position.

* British artillery and disciplined infantry played an important role in disrupting the French
lines.

* During the fighting, the French position progressively weakened and Eyre Coote pressed
the attack, eventually breaking the French formation.

* The French forces were decisively defeated and forced to retreat towards their principal
stronghold at Pondicherry.
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» Marquis de Bussy was captured, depriving France of one of its most experienced
commanders in India.

Why Did the British Win?

Superior Naval Position

* British maritime strength was one of the fundamental strategic advantages behind the
victory.

* French forces increasingly lacked dependable naval support, making it difficult to obtain
troops, money, supplies and reinforcements from overseas.

* This demonstrates an important feature of European warfare in India: control of the sea
could determine the sustainability of military operations on land.

Financial Superiority
* The British East India Company had access to stronger financial resources.

« Its position in Bengal, strengthened after Plassey (1757), considerably improved its ability
to finance military campaigns.

* In contrast, Lally repeatedly faced shortages of money and supplies.
Military Leadership

 Eyre Coote displayed effective battlefield command and successfully exploited weaknesses
in the French position.

* The British forces maintained greater cohesion during the decisive phases of the
engagement.

French Administrative and Command Problems

* The French establishment in India suffered from disagreements and tensions among its
political, military and naval leadership.

* Lally's difficult relations with French officials and commanders weakened coordination.
Failure to Build a Sustainable Political Base

* Earlier French leaders, particularly Dupleix and Bussy, had attempted to expand French
influence through alliances with Indian rulers.

* By the time of Wandiwash, the French were increasingly unable to translate such
relationships into the financial and military resources required to defeat the British.
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Immediate Consequences

» Wandiwash destroyed the French field army’s ability to challenge British military power
effectively in the Carnatic.

* Following their defeat, the French were progressively confined to Pondicherry, their
principal settlement in India.

* British forces subsequently besieged Pondicherry.

« Pondicherry surrendered in January 1761, effectively ending France's immediate
military challenge to British supremacy in southern India.

Treaty of Paris, 1763

* The global Seven Years’ War formally ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1763.

* France recovered certain commercial settlements in India, including Pondicherry, but its
capacity to pursue territorial-political rivalry with Britain had been fundamentally curtailed.

* Therefore, France did not disappear completely from India after Wandiwash. French
settlements continued to exist, but France ceased to pose the same kind of sustained political
and military challenge to British expansion.

» This distinction is important for competitive examinations: Wandiwash ended the

effective French challenge to British political supremacy, not the French commercial
presence in India.

Historical Significance

Turning Point in Anglo-French Rivalry

* The Battle of Wandiwash decisively shifted the balance of power between the two major
European competitors in India in favour of Britain.

Foundation for British Paramountcy

+ After eliminating France as its principal European political competitor, the British East
India Company could increasingly concentrate on conflicts with major Indian powers.

* British supremacy was still not complete in 1760. The Company subsequently had to
confront powers such as Mysore, the Marathas and other regional states.

* Thus, Wandiwash should be understood as a major step towards British paramountcy rather
than the moment when the conquest of India was completed.
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Commercial Rivalry Became Political Supremacy

* The battle demonstrates how European trading companies increasingly used fortifications,
armies, diplomacy, Indian allies and naval power to convert commercial influence into
territorial and political power.

Questions and Ans\uers to the
previous day’s d‘a'il)lr quiz: 1.
This town, on National Highway
1, is often called the Gateway to
Ladakh and has become a
tourist spot because of its Kargil
War association. Name it. Ans:
Dras

2. This man, who partly grew up
in Turkey, sent planeloads of
relief to India following the
Gujarat earthquake, just two
years after the Kargil War for
which he was the architect. He
was sentenced to death in his
country for subverting the
Constitution. Name him. Ans:
Pervez Musharraf

3. This Army officer,
posthumously awarded the
Param Vir Chakra, was killed at
point 4875 during the Kargil War.

He was played by Siddharth Malhotra

in the 2021 film Shershah. Name him.

Ans: Captain Vikram Batra

4. This elite squadron that executed
Operation Safed Sagar was also
involved in executing Operation
Sindoor in 2025. Name them. Ans:
Golden Arrows

5. What was the military operation to
clear out the Kargil sector called?
Ans: Operation Vijay

Visual: Indian Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee is seen in this photo
with Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif in 1999 just months before the
Kargil war broke out. What was the
name of the peace agreement that
they signed? Ans: Lahore
Declaration

Early Birds: Sitaram Saharay |
Sukdev Shet | Dodo Jayaditya |
Sumana Dutta | Arun Kumar Singh

2. Pervez Musharraf

20A8. Quiz

1. Dras

e Dras is atown in the Kargil district of the Union
Territory of Ladakh. It lies on National Highway 1,
between the Zoji La Pass and Kargil town, and is
popularly called the “Gateway to Ladakh.”

e During the Kargil War of 1999, strategically
important battles were fought in the surrounding Dras
sector, including those at Tololing and Tiger Hill.

e The Kargil War Memorial at Dras
commemorates Indian soldiers who sacrificed their lives
during Operation Vijay.

e |ts battlefield heritage, mountainous landscape
and war memorial have made Dras an important
destination for tourism and national remembrance.

e General Pervez Musharraf spent part of his childhood in Turkey and was Pakistan’s Army
Chief during the 1999 Kargil conflict, whose planning is widely associated with Pakistan’s
military leadership.

e Following the Gujarat earthquake of 26 January 2001, Pakistan sent three planeloads of
relief supplies, and Musharraf telephoned Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

e A special court sentenced him to death for high treason on 17 December 2019 for
suspending Pakistan’s Constitution in 2007.

e Musharraf died in Dubai on 5 February 2023. Pakistan’s Supreme Court subsequently upheld
the conviction posthumously in January 2024.

3. Captain Vikram Batra

e Captain Vikram Batra belonged to the 13 Jammu and Kashmir Rifles and displayed
exceptional courage during the Kargil War.

e He played a crucial role in the capture of Point 5140 and later fought at Point 4875 in the
Mushkoh Valley.

e He was killed in action at Point 4875 on 7 July 1999 while assisting the evacuation of an
injured officer.

¢ He was posthumously awarded the Param Vir Chakra, India’s highest wartime gallantry

award.

e Actor Sidharth Malhotra portrayed him in the 2021 biographical film Shershaah. Point 4875

is also remembered as Batra Top.

4. Golden Arrows

e Golden Arrows is the nickname of the Indian Air Force’s No. 17 Squadron; it is a squadron,
not an “elite squadron” as a separate formal category.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ——

Page15



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

9971932488
L

e Under Wing Commander B.S. Dhanoa, the squadron operated MiG-21 aircraft and
participated in Operation Safed Sagar, the IAF’s air campaign during the 1999 Kargil War.

e The squadron was resurrected on 11 September 2019 and became the first Indian squadron
equipped with Rafale fighters.

e Its participation in Operation Sindoor in 2025 has been widely reported. However, detailed
squadron-wise operational assignments have not been comprehensively disclosed officially
for security reasons.

5. Operation Vijay

e The Indian military campaign to evict Pakistani intruders from the Kargil sector was called
Operation Vijay.

e The intrusion came to light in May 1999, after Pakistani troops and infiltrators occupied
dominating heights on the Indian side of the Line of Control.

e The Indian Army conducted difficult high-altitude operations to recapture positions such as
Tololing, Tiger Hill and Point 4875.

e The Indian Air Force supported the campaign through Operation Safed Sagar, beginning
offensive operations on 26 May 1999.

e India successfully restored control over the occupied positions, and 26 July is
commemorated annually as Kargil Vijay Diwas.

6. Lahore Declaration

e Prime Ministers Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Nawaz Sharif signed the Lahore Declaration in
Lahore on 21 February 1999, during Vajpayee’s historic bus journey to Pakistan.

e |t expressed a commitment to peaceful bilateral relations, intensified dialogue and
implementation of the Simla Agreement.

e The accompanying Memorandum of Understanding included confidence-building measures
concerning nuclear risks, advance notification of ballistic-missile tests and improved
communication.

e The Kargil intrusion emerged only a few months later, severely undermining the peace
initiative.

o The photograph therefore represents an important but short-lived attempt to improve India—
Pakistan relations immediately before the Kargil War.
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Pinarayi says Centre
is trying to include
NPR in Census work

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Leader of the Opposition
of Kerala Pinarayi Vijayan
has slammed the Census
2027 questionnaire that re-
portedly seeks information
on religion and place of
birth of both parents, say-
ing that the Centre is trying
to include the National
Population Register (NPR)
in the Census work.

Mr. Vijayan, in a Face-
book post, said any policy
that links religion with citi-
zenship is unacceptable.

“Although the Census
and NPR are separate, the
Centre is trying to include
NPR in the Census. The
Home Ministry report of
2018-19 had made it clear
that the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) is pre-

pared by filtering data
from the NPR and that NPR
is a preparatory step for
NRC,” he said, urging the
Union government to re-
move such “sinister quer-
ies” from the question-
naire.

Mr. Vijayan recalled that
the Keralam government
had issued a fresh order
during the Left Democratic
Front’s (LDF) tenure reaf-
firming that the NPR would
not be implemented in the
State under any circum-
stances. Mr. Vijayan called
upon the secular sections
of society to resist attempts
by the Sangh Parivar to tar-
get “a particular section of
society.” He also termed it
a matter of concern that
the UDF government in
Keralam was silent on the
issue.

20A8. Pinarayi says Centre is trying to
include NPR in Census work

RS A FgT, g AN FII H NPR FY anfder
I T IATH FT @I

e |Leader of the Opposition of Kerala Pinarayi
Vijayan has slammed the Census 2027 questionnaire that
reportedly seeks information on religion and place of birth
of both parents, saying that the Centre is trying to include
the National Population Register (NPR) in the Census
work.

I & fageT & A1 RS ST 57 SA/MOTAT 2027 Hr 397
TRATCI T STl ST &, s AT 7 & gt 3 Arar-
Rrar T & THATITT T STTHRY AR 7S §| 3eaiar Far [F
e, THR AT FAWEIT IAEFET (NPR) ST STT9T0TAT 1
F TR R T I R ET &

e Mr. Vijayan, in a Facebook post, said any policy
that links religion with citizenship is unacceptable.

A TS = $HGH GRE H Fgl Toh & I ARREAT @ SAga
arell F1$ oft AfY 3ediFrT £

e “Although the Census and NPR are separate, the
Centre is trying to include NPR in the Census.

“IC AT STAIMOTAT A NPR IHelaT-37e9T &, Afehet g THR
NPR &I STT3T0TeT  QMTHAeT et ST T T 8T &
e The Home Ministry report of 2018-19 had made it

clear that the National Register of Citizens (NRC) is prepared by filtering data from the NPR
and that NPR is a preparatory step for NRC,” he said, urging the Union government to
remove such “sinister queries” from the questionnaire.

3§ HATET FY 2018-19 FHY R ¥ Trve fFFam a1 7o T AT et (NRC) IR & &
foT NPR & 3ifehal &l oier sirar & 31T NPR, NRC Y Sy &1 v sRoT " 3ogie) &gt 3R g
TIHR W ATl & O “gHiaarqor geal” T gere o 31 fanar|

e Mr. Vijayan recalled that the Keralam government had issued a fresh order during the Left
Democratic Front’s (LDF) tenure reaffirming that the NPR would not be implemented in the
State under any circumstances.

A FaeTe & F1e; feomaT i Awe SAFRE We (LDF) & SrRiehlel & aIel 3ol AN o Teh o127
3SR ST ek Ig Ga: T Foram T T3 et oft aRTeurfay & wrsr 3 NPR @y a7t faram smeam

e Mr. Vijayan called upon the secular sections of society to resist attempts by the Sangh Parivar
to target “a particular section of society.”

At ST F AT & gHfoRdeT gt & “WATT F v AT T3 1 [Fenear g9 & v §g
IRER GaRT T ST 3¢ ST &1 FaRIer ahdet T 3iTedTe foha|

e He also termed it a matter of concern that the UDF government in Keralam was silent on the

issue.

3egiet e 8 gl foh el A UDF TR AT $7 e W ot el &1 fawr g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



-y

Census 2027 has a
nefarious purpose,
says Jairam Ramesh

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh on Wed-
nesday alleged that Census
2027 had a “deeper nefa-
rious purpose”, citing the
inclusion of what he de-
scribed as unprecedented
questions on religion, date
of birth and the birthplace
of respondents’ parents.

He raised concerns over
the Census questionnaire,
alleging that the methodol-
ogy for collecting caste da-
ta is “deliberately flawed”.

He was responding to a
The Hindu report pu-
blished on August 18 that
the questionnaire for the
Population Enumeration
phase of Census 2027 has
gone live in Ladakh and
snow-bound areas of three
other States ahead of the
rest of the country. The
questionnaire seeks infor-
mation on religion, date of
birth and place of birth, up
to the village level, of both
the father and the mother
of respondents.

While members of Sche-
duled Caste and Scheduled
Tribes can choose their
caste or tribe from a prede-
termined drop-down me-
nu, other respondents will
have to type their caste
name in an open field.

In a post on X, Mr. Ra-
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Jairam Ramesh
mesh said the approach to
gathering caste-related in-
formation could under-
mine the credibility of the
data collected. “The meth-
odology of asking ques-
tions on caste in Census

2027 is  deliberately
flawed,” he said.

Flags micro questions
He pointed to what he de-
scribed as unprecedented
questions seeking details
related to religion and date
of birth. According to him,
such “micro questions”
have not featured in pre-
vious Census exercises.

Mr. Ramesh also noted
that Census data are tradi-
tionally protected by confi-
dentiality provisions and
argued that the expanded
scope of data collection
raises concerns about the
government’s intentions.
“Census is confidential.
Clearly, Census 2027 has a
deeper nefarious pur-
pose,” he alleged.

20A8. Census 2027 has a nefarious purpose,
says Jairam Ramesh

STRTH TAA A HgT, STAINVTAT 2027 FT TH
gHTa=TIoT Seged &

e Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh on
Wednesday alleged that Census 2027 had a “deeper
nefarious purpose”, citing the inclusion of what he
described as unprecedented questions on religion, date of
birth and the birthplace of respondents’ parents.

I HGATIT SIAH TAA o FUAR T IRIT @177
SAIVIAT 2027 FT “TF TGN GHIAATIOT 35T §, FAih
SHH 3e7h ITAR 43, SeRfafy R saeranit & Arar-far
F A-ATY ¥ FIOd 08 veet enfAer forw arw g, St gl
3l 77ET I T

e He raised concerns over the Census questionnaire,

alleging that the methodology for collecting caste data is
“deliberately flawed”.

3og1et STITOTSAT JREATIRT T oieht fIelT caeret et §U IR
ST o Sfer waelt s v wa i gyt “SeaeaR
Fieqo” 8l

e He was responding to a The Hindu report
published on August 18 that the questionnaire for the
Population Enumeration phase of Census 2027 has gone

live in Ladakh and snow-bound areas of three other States
ahead of the rest of the country.

gg 18 3IIEd P! YHITAT The Hindu FY v RalE o3 wfaferar
I, TG 9arT I=7 AT o SATeTuTeT 2027 & STHEAT
IUTAT TIOT T FATTR 2T & Il feear & Igel degra 3R
et 37 U=l & O @ o & F ST FU A TS B

e The questionnaire seeks information on religion,
date of birth and place of birth, up to the village level, of
both the father and the mother of respondents.

TRATTA H ARG & R 31X AT gt & e, S=afaf
IR SeATEIE S FFTER A 7S §, ST Serea fir
ST AT & TAT dh HIel I1S ¢

e While members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes can choose their caste or tribe
from a predetermined drop-down menu, other respondents will have to type their caste name
in an open field.

Stafer srarqfera Sfer (SC) AR Ireqafaa et (ST) & Heeg Yol & fAeiRe ga-s3aT A &
T 37T ST AT STASIC T TGl Y Hehd &, 3T STRGICAI31 T 3T STt T AH ol hres &
TIT gl AT g

e |naposton X, Mr. Ramesh said the approach to gathering caste-related information could
undermine the credibility of the data collected.

X 9T U GIFE & 2 T o gl o Siifa Gl STeTehRY T e T I8 adiaT T fhu arw
3iTrst Y faeaw=adr # FAFR IR ThaT 8|
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“The methodology of asking questions on caste in Census 2027 is deliberately flawed,” he
said.

3eRIet hgl, “STAIOTAT 2027 F STfex Haeft weet Yot Y gqufer serggrant Ffeqet g1

Flags micro questions

EH WeaT 9T 3mafa

He pointed to what he described as unprecedented questions seeking details related to
religion and date of birth.

3ogiel O 3R FAATY T Gafa fAaor ATere arer 37 921 dhY 30K Hohd fovam, foiee 3eaiat
AT TAT AT

According to him, such “micro questions” have not featured in previous Census exercises.
3eTeh HeTAR, TN “HEH G TSl SIeTaT0TAT Tishan3it 7 enfdrer w1t fohw 1w &)

Mr. Ramesh also noted that Census data are traditionally protected by confidentiality

provisions and argued that the expanded scope of data collection raises concerns about the
government’s intentions.

AT T o Tg 311 gl o F0TeAT F HThs WIRTd T § A Igar el yraemet garT siard
A & 3 IS fem o 31Tehe U ey & faEaTRA gl ¥ TR ST H2T Y Y RS 39T
BT gl

“Census is confidential. Clearly, Census 2027 has a deeper nefarious purpose,” he alleged.
3egiel 3TRIT SRTT, “ST9TOTeT IMNYAIT gicY §1 TISE TT F, SAIVTAT 2027 FT T I

et s ¥
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Census 2027: rights
groups flag gaps in
disability categories

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Disability rights organisa-
tions and activists have
raised concerns over the
proposed classification of
disabilities for enumera-
tion in Census 2027, saying
the nine-category frame-
work does not adequately
include several disabilities
recognised under the
Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities (RPwD) Act, 2016.

The National Platform
for the Rights of the Dis-
abled (NPRD) said the pro-
posed Census categories —
seeing, hearing, speech,
mobility, intellectual dis-
ability, mental illness, acid
attack, chronic neurologi-
cal disease and blood dis-
order — did not adequately
reflect the 21 “specified dis-
abilities” recognised under
the RPwD Act.

New additions

The organisation pointed
out that six of the pro-
posed categories — seeing,
hearing, speech, mobility,
intellectual disability and
mental illness — essentially
carry forward the catego-
ries used in the 2011 Cen-
sus, with “mental retarda-
tion” renamed
“intellectual  disability”.
The additions are acid at-

tack, chronic neurological
disease and blood
disorder.

The NPRD, citing infor-
mation shared by the Polit-
ics & Disability Forum, said
the proposed framework
was particularly concern-
ing in view of an assurance
by Union Minister of State
for Social Justice and Em-
powerment Ramdas Atha-
wale that data on all 21 dis-
abilities would be captured
in the Census.

Poor representation

The RPWD Act recognises a
wide range of conditions,
including cerebral palsy,
dwarfism, muscular dys-
trophy, specific learning
disabilities, autism spec-
trum disorder and multi-
ple sclerosis.

Activists said several of
these conditions had not
been distinctly represent-
ed in the proposed Census
categories.

Autism spectrum disor-
der, specific learning dis-
abilities, and dwarfism
were among those they
said risked being left out.

The organisations said
such broad categorisation
could affect the quality of
data generated by enumer-
ators and result in an un-
dercount of specific dis-
ability groups.

20A8. Census 2027: rights groups flag gaps in
disability categories
SAAAVIAT 2027: HiAFR FHET o Reaiarar Aforat &
HiAAT FT 3TPR AT

o Disability rights organisations and activists have
raised concerns over the proposed classification of disabilities
for enumeration in Census 2027, saying the nine-category
framework does not adequately include several disabilities
recognised under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(RPwD) Act, 2016.

faTaT IAFR Feraat 3 FRIFATHT & T 2027 F
IUTAT & ForT gEaTiad feeamerant & geffeor ot et Riar
SIS & 3R FeT & T Aol aren etET feeaioTers 3ifeR
IR, 2016 & Ted AT IIed HS T3t i gzicd
G T fFT ST AT

e The National Platform for the Rights of the Disabled
(NPRD) said the proposed Census categories — seeing,
hearing, speech, mobility, intellectual disability, mental illness,
acid attack, chronic neurological disease and blood disorder
— did not adequately reflect the 21 “specified disabilities”
recognised under the RPwD Act.

National Platform for the Rights of the Disabled (NPRD) &
T o TETTad SIeT9T0TAT ATOr—g e, sqor, ares, arferefiera,
gael 91 3R T AFR—RPWD J1RH T & dgd Aegar
grea 21 “fafése Regmranst” 1 odica &v & gfafdfed s@r
HAT G

New additions

1§ Aforar

e The organisation pointed out that six of the proposed

categories — seeing, hearing, speech, mobility, intellectual disability and mental illness —
essentially carry forward the categories used in the 2011 Census, with “mental retardation”

renamed “intellectual disability”.

TG o TATAT o STt A0 7 & sg—gfee, savr, am, arfarediaar, e Reamrar sikk
AATAF RAN—HTcT: 2011 FY SFA0TAT H FFAAT Y 18 ATOAT 1 €7 37m9) Foreh 8, Forae
“mental retardation” ®Y “intellectual disability” & &I 3 1A forar =T 1

e The additions are acid attack, chronic neurological disease and blood disorder.

e The NPRD, citing information shared by the Politics & Disability Forum, said the proposed
framework was particularly concerning in view of an assurance by Union Minister of State for
Social Justice and Empowerment Ramdas Athawale that data on all 21 disabilities would be
captured in the Census.

NPRD & Politics & Disability Forum aﬁmmﬁmémmm’rwmaﬁg@wﬁ:
gEATad o Ay &7 & Ridreies &, Faife amfers #am 3 srftesiiar U 7= e
HTSTA o 3TRATHA T AT 3 STAT0TAT & Ty 21 feeaioransit & Gafa 3+2 coF fFw Suat|
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Poor representation

g yfafAfaca

e The RPwD Act recognises a wide range of conditions, including cerebral palsy, dwarfism,
muscular dystrophy, specific learning disabilities, autism spectrum disorder and multiple
sclerosis.

RPw D 3rftrfarasr &8 ger 1 feufaat &t arearar ar g, foierst aerer aredht, dtamaer, aegper
farerdy, Rifdrse st fiegmram, sifesa FFea BU3iER ik Acdud FFaifAw arfaa g1

e Activists said several of these conditions had not been distinctly represented in the proposed
Census categories.

FIIGAI3T o gl Toh 318 W s RATAAT T TEATTI FAIMOTAT A0 7 3697 & FI5€ T &
nfarer gt fFar AT ¢

e Autism spectrum disorder, specific learning disabilities, and dwarfism were among those they
said risked being left out.

3ogiel el foh Aifesar Tarew B3R, fafdrse it Regmrard sk siamae 3= Rufagt
et €, oreteh e STet &1 @ &

e The organisations said such broad categorisation could affect the quality of data generated by
enumerators and result in an undercount of specific disability groups.

HITSAT =¥ gl foh ST YR HT SATIH FITRIOT IVTATRATIAT GART Uehd [T STeT aTel 3iTehal hl

T[OTET T T o e & 31K Fafrse feraiarar wagh #t Fa1 o= (Undercount) T sRoT

T T &

The myth called ‘perfect victim’

The Tejpal case shows how the ‘ideal victim' stereotype can shape judicial percemmns, with survivors often judged by their behaviour and permnal background

rather than the evidence; such assumptions have created a hierarchy of vi

ion, prompting the court to call for greater gender sensitivi

judicial writin;

LETTER & SPIRIT

Grace Paul Vallooran

n August 6, the Goa Division
Bench of the Bombay High
Court set aside the 2021

Jjudgment of the trial court that
had acquitted Tarun Tejpal. The High
Court convicted Tejpal, the former editor
of Tehelka magazine, and sentenced him
to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment for
raping a former colleague.

While terming the trial court’s ruling
“perverse”, the High Court also said that
it had fallen for the notion that a sexual
assault complainant must be a ‘perfect
victim’ and conduct herself in a certain
way to appear credible.

Nils Christie’s concept

What is the idea of a ‘perfect victim’ or an
‘ideal victim’? It was theorised by
Norwegian criminologist Nils Christie in a
chapter of the same name, in the book
From Crime Policy to Victim Policy, in
1986.

Christie said the ‘ideal victim’ or
“perfect victim’ possesses five main
attributes. First, they are often female,
disabled, very young, or very old, and are
therefore weak in relation to the offender.
Second, they are involved in “respectable
activities”. Third, they cannot reasonably
be blamed for being where they were
during the crime. Fourth, they do not
know the offender personally. Fifth, they
are attacked by a perpetrator who is “big
and bad”. Christie also noted that while
being weak, the victim must have enough
social power to influence sympathy and
have their victim status recognised.

This one-size-fits-all idea of victimhood
is propagated widely — by the media,
social media, films, and by the larger
society. Race, class, gender and other
factors are involved in these dramatic
portrayals where the most “innocent”
and “deserving” become the ‘ideal victim"
while others are viewed as “undeserving”
of sympathy, Christie argued.

In contrast to the idea of the ‘ideal

victim’ is the idea of the ‘ideal offender’.
According to Christie, such an individual
must be framed as purely bad, dangerous,
and a stranger to the victim so that it
becomes easy for society not to like him.
When the offender is a familiar person
with a “good background story”, the
‘ideal’ dynamic breaks down.

In the case of Tejpal, his social status
and his image as a liberal intellectual
complicated this stereotype of the ‘ideal
offender’. As per Christie’s argument,
when there is no ‘ideal offender’ to hate,
it becomes hard to perceive an ‘ideal
victim® to sympathise with.

Hierarchy of victimisation

This narrow perception of an ‘ideal
victim’ creates a hierarchy of
victimisation. Those who are thought of
as “undeserving” are even perceived as
contributing to the situation and receive
less sympathy or none at all.

For instance, in the 1979 Mathura
custodial rape case of a teenager, the
Sessions Court had relied on the
survivor’s previous sexual experience to
reason that she had likely consented, and
described her as “habituated to sexual
intercourse”. The Supreme Court, while

GETTY IMAGES

acquitting the accused policemen, noted
the absence of any alarm or resistance
from the survivor or injuries on her body.

Similarly, in the gang-rape case of
social worker Bhanwari Devi (1992) that
became a catalyst for the formulation of
the Vishakha guidelines and later, the
enactment of the Sexual Harassment of
‘Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, the
Jaipur District and Sessions Court in 1995
acquitted the accused of gang rape. The
court reasoned that it was unlikely that
upper caste men would “pollute”
themselves by having sexual relations
with a Dalit woman. In short, in the eyes
of the court, Devi’s caste status made her
an unlikely ‘ideal victim’.

In 2017, in an interim order, a Punjab
and Haryana High Court division bench
suspended the sentences and granted bail
to three former Jindal Global Law School
students convicted of gang-raping and
blackmailing a classmate. It described the
survivor’s behaviour as having a
“perverse streak”.

The court said, “...We are conscious of
the fact that allegations of the victim
regarding her being threatened into
submission and blackmail lend sufficient

20A8. The myth called ‘perfect victim’

diabolism to the offence, but a careful
examination of her statement again offers
an alternate conclusion of misadventure
stemming from a promiscuous attitude
and a voyeuristic mind.” This remark
placed the survivor’s sexual behaviour at
the centre of the court’s assessment,
effectively questioning her status as an
‘ideal victim’.

These rulings have demanded a
‘performance’ of trauma from survivors.
Any digression from that expected
behaviour has cast doubts on the
survivors’ credibility and status as
legitimate. The rulings reflect Christie’s
theory that victimhood is not an objective
state, but a deeply gendered moral status
that can be granted or denied by society.

The Tejpal case

In 2021, in the Tejpal case, the Goa
Sessions Court noted that there were
several discrepancies in the survivor’s
versions. It also said that while the victim
had claimed to be in shock and trauma
after exiting the lift on November 7, 2013,
the CCTV footage showed that she was
composed and smiling.

The High Court criticised the Sessions
Court for focusing on the complainant’s
conduct, reactions, and personal
background instead of the evidence on
record. It also noted that a survivor has
already faced trauma and might feel too
ashamed, nervous, or confused to
respond clearly when questioned

dly inan ili i

The Supreme Court has questioned
this idea in some of its judgments. In
2025, former Chief Justice B.R. Gavai had
apologised on behalf of the judiciary for
the Supreme Court judgment in the
Mathura case, calling it a “moment of
institutional embarrassment”.

Recently, on August 3, the Supreme
Court issued a report recommending
greater gender sensitivity in judicial
writing. It cautioned judges against
drawing adverse conclusions from
delayed reporting, lack of physical
injuries, inconsistencies in testimony or a
survivor’s demeanour, noting that trauma
affects people differently.

THE GIST

v
Nils Christie’s ‘ideal victim”
theory holds that vulnerability,
respectability and innocence
shape who is perceived as
deserving of sympathy.

v

Court rulings in cases such as
Mathura, Bhanwari Devi and
Tejpal show how survivors’
behaviour and personal
circumstances have been used
to question their credibility.

v

The Supreme Court has
recently urged judges to avoid
such assumptions, noting that
trauma can affect survivors
differently.
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On August 6, the Goa Division Bench of the Bombay High Court set aside the 2021 judgment
of the trial court that had acquitted Tarun Tejpal.

6 ITITE T FIFS §T§ FIC dY AT Bdfierad §9 57 TR FIE & 2021 & 39 Hael I GG A 1G4,
TSrgs T%or dorarer FF a1 fmam o am|

The High Court convicted Tejpal, the former editor of Tehelka magazine, and sentenced him
to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment for raping a former colleague.

8TS IC o Tehelka T3t o Id TG ASTITel HT Gr¥Y SEIAT 3 Teh I Hgehall & AL TellchR
& fAIT 37 10 a¥ & FOR FRIETH T Holl FoTS|

While terming the trial court’s ruling “perverse”, the High Court also said that it had fallen for
the notion that a sexual assault complainant must be a ‘perfect victim’ and conduct herself in
a certain way to appear credible.

ST I & hael T “TAFe (perverse)” T §U &1 PIC =1 Jg &7 el foh o5 50 TROT A
T BT 37T AT o TieT Scciset hr RIshracdeha 1 Teh “aRqot fifgar glar =rfge A favaweig
oS 2 & foT 39 U fARad adies ¥ UdgR T A1fg U]

Nils Christie’s concept

Ao fored Y srguron

What is the idea of a ‘perfect victim’ or an ‘ideal victim’?

‘qRrqet fif3ar ar smeet difgar $r sguron Farg?

It was theorised by Norwegian criminologist Nils Christie in a chapter of the same name, in
the book From Crime Policy to Victim Policy, in 1986.

S8 RN T TSI ald 3 FRTErATET forew FFet o 1986 A Feh1fRIeT g&ish From Crime
Policy to Victim Policy & ST =11 dlel 3TE4TT & T d fohar &7

Christie said the ‘ideal victim’ or ‘perfect victim’ possesses five main attributes.
FreeY & 31TER, ‘armeet A ot aRaet e 3 afe wape fRwrd gl &1

First, they are often female, disabled, very young, or very old, and are therefore weak in
relation to the offender.

e, & T Af, fesai, aga w39 & 91 agd H0F 37 F e ¢ 3R Ao e Hr
oIl H HAA G 8 |

Second, they are involved in “respectable activities”.

oEll, I “HFATTSTTS AT fATeA’” # Heldel 1 3|

Third, they cannot reasonably be blamed for being where they were during the crime.
A, 3T & 7T 3 o T W ANE 3, 39 O 3¢ 3Ra w0 & &t sgwwr s
JhdT|

Fourth, they do not know the offender personally.

Tteft, 3 IroRrelt Y afFaera v & 7€ I

Fifth, they are attacked by a perpetrator who is “big and bad”.

qferdl, 3e7 OX QET 3T §HET T § S “erfFaeel 3R g1 gl

Christie also noted that while being weak, the victim must have enough social power to
influence sympathy and have their victim status recognised.

TohedT ¥ g o gl Toh AR Blel o FTarsle NS & UTH Scleil WIHATIo ATF Bloil AMBT foh a8
Nt hr Fgregeifel Tenfad T weh 3R 3qhT N3 hr RFf bt Az f&ver aah|

This one-size-fits-all idea of victimhood is propagated widely — by the media, social media,
films, and by the larger society.

RS It T I THFTI/AIAT TR ATSAT, Wrerer AT, oA 3R sa9es FATST garin
S T F TR T ST B
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Race, class, gender and other factors are involved in these dramatic portrayals where the
most “innocent” and “deserving” become the ‘ideal victim’ while others are viewed as
“‘undeserving” of sympathy, Christie argued.

fREdT & s o o 5ot ek weqforalt & sifar, @, fofer 3t 3 e anffer @1 €, Sret
Fa R et AN T & A SR e DR & o &, Srafh 3w vt
“FETTIIT & AT HAT ST & |

In contrast to the idea of the ‘ideal victim’ is the idea of the ‘ideal offender’.
‘3Teet NFT T 3/TUROT & AT Freet raredy’ $r 3raearon gl

According to Christie, such an individual must be framed as purely bad, dangerous, and a
stranger to the victim so that it becomes easy for society not to like him.

ToREET & AR, O e ol g X 20, vl R dfFa & forw srsrerelt & §9 7 v
T STt anfee, aTfer TSt & forw 38 ATTHG et 3T &l

When the offender is a familiar person with a “good background story”, the ‘ideal’ dynamic
breaks down.

STe 3TRTERT Ueh IR safard g 3R 3weh “arest Ao gessfA” g, ot Tg ey wHieor
TT AT

In the case of Tejpal, his social status and his image as a liberal intellectual complicated this
stereotype of the ‘ideal offender’.

coTdTel o HHCl H 3eTeh! ATHTTSF eyt AR SERAE gefasid # ofa o e s frsq
¢ YR &l SAfeel =1 fea|

As per Christie’s argument, when there is no ‘ideal offender’ to hate, it becomes hard to
perceive an ‘ideal victim’ to sympathise with.

fShEEY o deh & 3TER, ST GUTT ol & TolT g “‘3mmaet Iraarefy wlore «Tet gia, o Fergsficr W@at
o fore foralr ‘ammeel N Y < d1edm 8t it & ST &l

Hierarchy of victimisation

dfgieror 1 TergHA

This narrow perception of an ‘ideal victim’ creates a hierarchy of victimisation.
Jrget N 1 I Fhrot aron DFAFor F1 v gergHA AT Fh B

Those who are thought of as “undeserving” are even perceived as contributing to the situation
and receive less sympathy or none at all.

TSIt et Y “HETASII & AL AT ST §, g hell-amsf Uty & Freret &= arerr of warem
STl & 3R 3¢ et T freshor ol HgTegeifal w16t Herclr|
For instance, in the 1979 Mathura custodial rape case of a teenager, the Sessions Court had

relied on the survivor's previous sexual experience to reason that she had likely consented,
and described her as “habituated to sexual intercourse”.

3eTex0T & for, 1979 & FYT AT F FellchR AASA H, AR HIE A Sifad st Ngar & q&
et 31781 IR ST I §U T T AT AT o 301 HovereT: TgaAfer & o i 3 “ailer Farert

ST AT AT

The Supreme Court, while acquitting the accused policemen, noted the absence of any alarm
or resistance from the survivor or injuries on her body.

Waﬁéﬁaﬁﬁgﬁmﬁﬁaﬁmﬁg%@rﬁﬁﬁwﬁwmm
Y AR T2UT 38 AR T TN & 31T FT Seord fha 2|

Similarly, in the gang-rape case of social worker Bhanwari Devi (1992) that became a catalyst
for the formulation of the Vishakha guidelines and later, the enactment of the Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, the
Jaipur District and Sessions Court in 1995 acquitted the accused of gang rape.

Sl 9o, AT FTiehdT siadl 3 & 1992 & FR{fes qaTchR AT A, S fremar ferenfadei
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& &7 3R 91e F FRiE"e 9T Afgansit F1 3l scdfisa Qs @ 3t fearon s,
2013 & fHTOT b7 JTEIR =T, SR 3T vd W #ARATeT 7 1995 & A fgeh Tellceh o
RITAET & ol a3 fear

e The court reasoned that it was unlikely that upper caste men would “pollute” themselves by
having sexual relations with a Dalit woman.

3HeTeld ¥ A T feralm 36 T AT ot o o ot ey & T ol afor A & @y ey
HIY TRt TG 1 “Irqfaa” 30|

e |n short, in the eyes of the court, Devi’s caste status made her an unlikely ‘ideal victim’.
T &, 37eTeld H giee & Y At sfaera Tyl o7 378 e Ganfaa 3meet Nifgar =g¥ amwem)

e In 2017, in an interim order, a Punjab and Haryana High Court division bench suspended the

sentences and granted bail to three former Jindal Global Law School students convicted of
gang-raping and blackmailing a classmate.

2017 &, Teh AR S F ATETH H Yora 3 g0 81§ F1E Y Bdera 37 2 v qgurdr &
1Y W[ TR IR I Selehalel hiel o e fSiger selae df THel & e g St 67 Foim
fAefad & &Y 3R 3¢ STHRTT & &Y

e |t described the survivor's behaviour as having a “perverse streak”.
31eTeld o ST & sFagR & “fRga agfa gl Hrara weh

e The court said, “...We are conscious of the fact that allegations of the victim regarding her
being threatened into submission and blackmail lend sufficient diabolism to the offence, but a
careful examination of her statement again offers an alternate conclusion of misadventure
stemming from a promiscuous attitude and a voyeuristic mind.”

ETeId ¥ &hgT, .87 3T d2T § 3a9Td ¢ fob NS garT 38 erashrant 3refied et 3R selharel
e o ofETTT 3TV 3RIY H 3ORTE T GATCT gSedT TeTal Tic &, lfchal 38eh STeT
HIAUTAd ST e IR Teh dehiedeh foasehy A Tl & [ I8 Tell R/ 3epad 63 3k
geRfaes AT & Scuea geTaquT Tear |

e This remark placed the survivor’s sexual behaviour at the centre of the court’s assessment,
effectively questioning her status as an ‘ideal victim’.

sg feoqolt & Nf3AT & AleT sHagR FY 3T & TFHo & g & o a1 3R T T J v
‘JTgel fifFar & & A 3 Fufa 9 veaT 3amm|

e These rulings have demanded a ‘performance’ of trauma from survivors.
ST thagelt o SAT3T & Jrarer Y veh fAfRae gwqgfor v srdem i &

e Any digression from that expected behaviour has cast doubts on the survivors’ credibility and
status as legitimate.

3T cIaER O Y off W &1 Taarcter NifSam3il i freaweaar 3itv o Afea & v & 37
Uy ) T Icued T W

o The rulings reflect Christie’s theory that victimhood is not an objective state, but a deeply
gendered moral status that can be granted or denied by society.

3 tharel FoReeT & 34 figtnia o1 wfafsfad i § T Affa gar #15 avgfass Rufa a8, afes
U e O Al Afas RUfA &, 59 garst e oY e Ihar & 3R 3R off R gahar &1

The Tejpal case

JASTYTel ATHAT

e In 2021, in the Tejpal case, the Goa Sessions Court noted that there were several
discrepancies in the survivor’s versions.

2021 & ST ATAS I IMNGT VAT DI A oo har F NEAT & a7 7 Fs Rwarfaar i

e It also said that while the victim had claimed to be in shock and trauma after exiting the lift on
November 7, 2013, the CCTV footage showed that she was composed and smiling.
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38 Ig o1 sret foh aeafy Nfsar A grar forar a1 f& 7 adew 2013 1 forwe & 91X s & a1
IE Hea R 3eTe 3 o, AfeheT CCTV o & dg it AR FEHIe g8 fears & & o

The High Court criticised the Sessions Court for focusing on the complainant’s conduct,
reactions, and personal background instead of the evidence on record.

ﬁmﬁmmmﬁmmgw%mﬁaﬁéwmmﬁa:m
RIehracenc & saaer, wfafsmast i safFaera geasfar ov caer Hiea o

It also noted that a survivor has already faced trauma and might feel too ashamed, nervous,
or confused to respond clearly when questioned repeatedly in an unfamiliar environment.

30 75 37 gt o NST Tger & rene &1 /AT T T gie § 3R 3R ararasor #F aR-
IR YBATS [T ST W g Sl aafder, Wﬁ%g‘émaﬁazﬂm%ﬁ?wmﬁmaa
Heh |

The Supreme Court has questioned this idea in some of its judgments.

FNH FIE A 39 Fo hiell F S FTURON R Fdlel 35RATL |

In 2025, former Chief Justice B.R. Gavai had apologised on behalf of the judiciary for the
Supreme Court judgment in the Mathura case, calling it a “moment of institutional
embarrassment”.

2025 #, 9 HTH wAIATRI LR, T A FYRN AFS H A HIE & harel & fav szraarfershr
HT AR T ATHT AR 3R 3 “TFIRTd AfFgA Fr 4101” FAAT|

Recently, on August 3, the Supreme Court issued a report recommending greater gender
sensitivity in judicial writing.

BToT €1 #, 3 JTE hT 1A HIE A FATAF @t H 3t A wagereferar v AR wa
gU Ueh REIE Sy 1|

It cautioned judges against drawing adverse conclusions from delayed reporting, lack of
physical injuries, inconsistencies in testimony or a survivor's demeanour, noting that trauma
affects people differently.

oY =grareiedt i i A NaYE w3, A Alet & 3rerma, arame & fawerfaat ar Hfgar
SqAER A ictpel feysent foiehToret & GfcT Fraeitet foram 31 et foh ATeer rerar-3rerar Wit 1
3TETT-37eT9T e @ wenfaa FLar gl
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Why is the Supreme Court
examining polygamy again?

‘What are the petitioners seeking? What has the court ruled on polygamy before?

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:

he Muslim men’s supposed
right to have multiple wives is
once again before the Supreme

Court. Following a petition
challenging the constitutional status of
polygamy, the court sought the Centre’s
response last week. It also asked the
Centre to consider taking suitable
legislative steps to abolish the practice for
all citizens, irrespective of religion. The
petition was filed by five activists, who
sought to have polygamy treated asa
criminal offence under Section 82 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Incidentally, Section 82 applies to
non-Muslims and provides for a
punishment of up to seven years for
marrying another person during the
subsistence of an existing marriage. The
petitioners also sought annulment of the
exemptions granted under Muslim
Personal Law.

‘What are the petitioners seeking?
The five petitioners challenged the
constitutional validity of Section 2 of the
Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act, 1937, which permits
polygamy. They claimed that the said Act
is against the Constitution’s Articles 14, 15,
and 16, which provide equality to all
citizens irrespective of their religion or
gender. They also requested the court to
direct the Union government to take steps
towards the codification of Muslim
Personal Law to ensure that its provisions
run parallel to Constitutional provisions
of gender equality.

They sought compulsory registration of
Muslim marriages and divorces with State
authorities to prevent any second or
subsequent marriage of a man with a
subsisting marriage. In case this was
flouted, the first wife and children should
have the first and lasting right to the
matrimonial home.

The petitioners also sought the court to
direct the Law Commission of India or the

Union government to prepare a draft for
the codification of Muslim Personal Law
that aligns marriage, divorce, and
succession with constitutional principles
of gender equality. Incidentally, two of
the activists had reached out to the
Supreme Court to prohibit instant triple
talaq in the famous Shayara Bano and
others case. Then too, they argued that
the practice of triple talaq violates
fundamental rights of women. Following
their petition, the apex court had
invalidated instant triple talaq in August
2017. The court had then refrained from
giving its verdict on polygamy and nikah
halala, which too had been sought.
Following the verdict, the Centre framed
the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Marriage) Act in 2019. The Act made
instant triple talag a punishable offence.

What has the court ruled before?

In the much-talked-about Sarla Mudgal
case of 1995, the Supreme Court
prohibited a Hindu man with a subsisting

marriage from converting to Islam purely
for the purpose of marrying for the
second time. The court noted, “the
second marriage of a Hindu husband after
converting to Islam without having
dissolved the first marriage is void.”

‘The court ruled on similar lines in the
Lily Thomas v. Union of India case in
2000. Here the Supreme Court reiterated
its stand of the Sarla Mudgal case, holding
that a second marriage contracted after a
feigned conversion to Islam was illegal
and punishable under Section 494 of the
Indian Penal Code.

Does Islam sanction polygamy?
Contrary to the contention that the Quran
encourages polygamy, the book
encourages monogamy. It permits a man
to have up to four wives in special
circumstances, such as marrying a widow
or an orphan. It, however, makes it
incumbent upon him to grant them
complete equality. This being a practical
impossibility, it asks men to desist from
multiple marriages.

Says verse 3 of Surah Nisa, “If you fear
you might fail to give orphan women their
due rights if you were to marry them,
then marry other women of your choice —
two, three, or four. But if you are afraid
you will fail to maintain justice, then
content yourselves with one.” Pertinently,
this verse was revealed at a time when
many men used to have multiple spouses,
their numbers often running into three

figures.

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court has sought
the Centre’s response to a
petition challenging polygamy
under Muslim Personal Law
and asked it to consider
legislative steps to abolish the
practice for all citizens,
irrespective of religion.

v

The petitioners have
challenged the constitutional
validity of the law permitting
polygamy, seeking its
criminalisation, compulsory
registration of Muslim
marriages and divorces, and
codification of Muslim Personal
Lawin line with gender
equality.

20A8. Why is the Supreme Court examining polygamy again? — &afea
ATy Sgfaare $T T & ST 41 T 6T 82

The Muslim men’s supposed right to have multiple wives is once again before the Supreme

Court.

aafﬁrmwagﬁawﬁﬁwﬂﬁaﬁww%?gﬁawgtﬁﬁw#mﬁﬁwﬁ
¥ e 3fteR F7 e v IR R wdfea ~amiTer & wwet ¢

Following a petition challenging the constitutional status of polygamy, the court sought the
Centre’s response last week.

agﬁaﬁaﬁrﬁumﬁwaﬂgﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁﬂ$aﬁmmﬁﬁmwms $g PR

T 3HePT ULl I |

It also asked the Centre to consider taking suitable legislative steps to abolish the practice for
all citizens, irrespective of religion.

FATATT of g T Tg oY FIUR et i gt T 43t & ¥ wafY ARt & forw 59 w7 3 wATTT
A & 39gF furt FHigH o0 S|
The petition was filed by five activists, who sought to have polygamy treated as a criminal
offence under Section 82 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

T AHT 91T HEHAT EGRT &R 1 375 2, gy agfaare 1 el =4rg | i ur
82 & T8 AU IURTE HIAT STTed T HIIT |

Incidentally, Section 82 applies to non-Muslims and provides for a punishment of up to seven
years for marrying another person during the subsistence of an existing marriage.

Sea@-g ¢ foh URT 82 IR-FHerATAT 9 A gt & 3R Hiser fadre & wrg# T o 3w
ITFd T faarg F & fov 31fwaw a1a a¥ d& & FRE™ FT IaUT FAr gl

The petitioners also sought annulment of the exemptions granted under Muslim Personal

Law

uﬁ%m—ﬁaﬁﬁg%wﬁmﬁ#awmmmaﬁmm@raﬂmaﬁﬂ

What are the petitioners seeking? — JTfRIehTehdT 4T A8 &2

The five petitioners challenged the constitutional validity of Section 2 of the Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, which permits polygamy.

dfer AT o FTerT aderer @l (R TeeliarereT srfafaaer, 1937 it 4wy 2 i Fdenfs
derclT by gl &, St agTare A et & ¥
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e They claimed that the said Act is against the Constitution’s Articles 14, 15, and 16, which
provide equality to all citizens irrespective of their religion or gender.

3egier arar o for 3o arftforgsr afawne & serede 14, 15 3R 16 % Rvew §, St et o fofar
T IRaTg TohT T Tef ATTRET T AT JSleT A& |

e They also requested the court to direct the Union government to take steps towards the
codification of Muslim Personal Law to ensure that its provisions run parallel to Constitutional
provisions of gender equality.

3eRIel AT | g THR T ATREAA qHTel @il & HIGaThor hY & & sheH 3o o1 fder
oot Y 8t HfaT Y, ATl S8 TTaeret A FATeTaT ¥ Fafra Haenfas grauma & 31679 8|

e They sought compulsory registration of Muslim marriages and divorces with State authorities
to prevent any second or subsequent marriage of a man with a subsisting marriage.

3egiel AfEee faarel i aamt F1 Tea mitwRat & ur srfaard defteor e &1 AT &,
TR forelt oW aRT HiTer faare & g gERT I7 STe I TadTg el I Akl ST Tk |

¢ |n case this was flouted, the first wife and children should have the first and lasting right to the
matrimonial home.

Y YTGTeT T Soortle glat I FTATT 7 ugell Ieeit 31X aeat F darfgs v ) arafae ikt wurh
PR fer s anfeu

e The petitioners also sought the court to direct the Law Commission of India or the Union
government to prepare a draft for the codification of Muslim Personal Law that aligns
marriage, divorce, and succession with constitutional principles of gender equality.

IrTerehTehcii3it & =ararerd O fafer Jmaler a1 &g FXHR hT FRETH TS @l o HIGATHIT T Teh
FHET TR a1 T TG ot 7 8fY T 1, Y FaTg, denne 3R ISR F1 difdres FHeTar &
HaeTiereh ffetial & 3eT&Y 10|

¢ Incidentally, two of the activists had reached out to the Supreme Court to prohibit instant triple
talag in the famous Shayara Bano and others case.

Soo el § o 3eT FRIGATIT 7 8 & Friwarst « TiAcH AT a1 Td 3+ A 7 deehiol
et Tetrer IR wfdeer Jamet & fore wafea ~arrera &1 @ fomar Tl

e Then too, they argued that the practice of triple talaq violates fundamental rights of women.

39 AT N 3o doh eI o1 o e aare Y ot Afgensit & Aifes 33IWFRT &1 3edad St
gl

o Following their petition, the apex court had invalidated instant triple talaq in August 2017.

AT AT F J1c; Halwd ~ATATTT o IIET 2017 H dThTIe dlel delleh F JATT DT
e am|

e The court had then refrained from giving its verdict on polygamy and nikah halala, which too
had been sought.

gTclifeh, 3H HAY I Te o qgfaare 3R fenmg gelre 0 hael & & qlet fham o, siafh
ITTIeRT H 37 IR &7 AU I #7er A 378 Y|

e Following the verdict, the Centre framed the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act in 2019.
58 el & d1¢ e, TWHR = FAeard Afgen (Rare W srftwRT w1 e sftfaze, 2019
AT

e The Act made instant triple talag a punishable offence.

g 31TATATH F dchTel Al delTeh Y ESA1T 1Y TT 7|

What has the court ruled before? —Wmmmaﬂw%?

¢ In the much-talked-about Sarla Mudgal case of 1995, the Supreme Court prohibited a Hindu
man with a subsisting marriage from converting to Islam purely for the purpose of marrying for
the second time.
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aﬁﬁammm 1995 # Fafeel =T = O g g, Torereht faare 3l s &,
a#mqaﬁ%naaﬂﬁaemwﬁmmuﬁmﬁwmml

The court noted, “the second marriage of a Hindu husband after converting to Islam without
having dissolved the first marriage is void.”

ST o gl o “agelt AT Y TATCA T FAaT $Eame et 3rvarma & a5 g afer gawr fram
T gaw famE g1

The court ruled on similar lines in the Lily Thomas v. Union of India case in 2000.

FARATSrT o forell YTHH TIT TRT TH ATHA, 2000 F 37 53 YR 1 el fe2m|

Here the Supreme Court reiterated its stand of the Sarla Mudgal case, holding that a second
marriage contracted after a feigned conversion to Islam was illegal and punishable under
Section 494 of the Indian Penal Code.

sﬂﬂmﬁﬁmﬁﬁrwﬁmwmﬁmﬁwﬁm?w%mw
QATET et o 38T A SEH H 1T a1 @Y eraATaor sl & e T 91T g faame
33y § 3R 9RAT &3 Tiear Y URT 494 F Tgd AT B

Does Islam sanction polygamy? —Wsﬁmagﬁaﬁﬁmm%?

Contrary to the contention that the Quran encourages polygamy, the book encourages
monogamy.

U E1d & TawId o FT agfaare F) Wewed FHTCT §, T T aare i Tcdried Hdm 8|

It permits a man to have up to four wives in special circumstances, such as marrying a widow
or an orphan.

g fadw gRf&afaal &, 59 frerar a1 3y afgen @ RawE, mgwaﬁaﬁaﬂﬂwqﬁlﬁ
TG & AT ST |

It, however, makes it incumbent upon him to grant them complete equality.

grelifeh, 3H qo9 o forw wsft afcerail sl ot FAtear yer w3 sfaard fohar s g

This being a practical impossibility, it asks men to desist from multiple marriages.

SATIGTN T § g 37ccl IS glol b HRUT, 3HH &8l & Toh & I faare :xat & wigst iet
1 &gl AT B

Says verse 3 of Surah Nisa, “If you fear you might fail to give orphan women their due rights if
you were to marry them, then marry other women of your choice — two, three, or four.

e AT Y A 3 7 T AT, “ITE ToE 91 81 o 3Ty Afgonait & faarg el oY o 3eieh
3TTORRT & TTY I LT HT 9T37EY, AY 39T 9He I 31T Afgen3it & faarg F—aY, e ar
Ir|”

But if you are afraid you will fail to maintain justice, then content yourselves with one.

“Afeht e, Tog 91 81 o T AT FIAA g1 T@ I3, A shof Tk T ¢ @ "

Pertinently, this verse was revealed at a time when many men used to have multiple spouses,
their numbers often running into three figures.

HEcAqUT &9 4, memm?ﬁm%@ﬁw#mmmeﬁaﬂ?
WMWWW@WW
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Punjab’s decade-long journey towards a
formal sacrilege law

Punjab has made repeated attempts to enact a stringent sacrilege law, with earlier Bills facing constitutional objections and the latest State law now

under challenge; the 2026 law raises questions of equality, proportionality, federal legislative competence and secularism

Prathmesh Kher

unjab’s journey towards a
codified sacrilege law
illustrates how these pressures

play out at the State level. In
2016, the then Akali Dal-BJP government
passed a bill imposing life imprisonment
for sacrilege committed specifically
against the Guru Granth Sahib. The
Centre returned it, objecting that a law
protecting only one religion’s scripture
could not sit easily with India’s secular
Constitution. In 2018, the succeeding
Congress government tried again, this
time extending the same life sentence to
the Guru Granth Sahib, the Bhagavad
Gita, the Quran, and the Bible through a
new Section 295AA of the Penal Code.
That Bill, too, was returned without
Presidential assent.

A further attempt followed in July
2025, when the Aam Aadmi Party
government introduced the Punjab
Prevention of Offences Against Holy
Scripture(s) Bill, again covering all four
texts, with sentences ranging from ten
years to life. That Bill was sent to a select
committee and has since been effectively
shelved. Instead, the State government
found a narrower route: rather than
amending the central Penal Code, it
amended an existing State law concerned
specifically with the ceremonial custody
of the Guru Granth Sahib. Because this
technically falls within the State’s own
legislative competence, the government
argued that it requires no Presidential
assent, and the Governor’s signature was
enough to bring it into force in April 2026.

The manoeuvre has not gone
unchallenged. A petition before the
Punjab and Haryana High Court argues
that a life sentence is a matter of criminal
law, which sits on the Concurrent List and
therefore cannot simply bypass central
scrutiny by dressing itself up as an
amendment to a ceremonial statute.
Critics have also pointed out that, in
covering only the Sikh scripture, the
current law revives precisely the
objection that sank the 2016 attempt: a
State cannot credibly claim to be
protecting “communal harmony” while
legislating in favour of one faith’s
sentiments and not another’s. Whichever
way the litigation goes, the sequence of
events across a decade shows a State
legislature persistently trying, by one
route or another, to entrench a sacrilege
code of ever-increasing severity,
undeterred by repeated constitutional
rebuffs.

The constitutional contradiction
Secularism was declared part of the
Constitution’s unamendable “basic
structure” in S.R. Bommai versus Union of
India, precisely so that the State could
neither favour a religion nor punish
disrespect towards one. Article 25
guarantees not just the right to practise
religion but, implicitly, the space for
social reformers, sceptics and atheists to
challenge religious practise, since the
same article subjects the right to religious
freedom to “public order, morality and
health” and permits the State to legislate
for social welfare and reform even where
this cuts against religious custom. Article
19(1)(a) guarantees free speech in the
same breath that Article 19(2) permits
“reasonable restrictions” in the interests

Faith and law: A Sikh priest carries Sri Guru Granth Sahib, in Amritsar on July 24. ANI

of public order, decency or morality.

A cartoon, a novel, a documentary, a
stray remark on social media: all can be
made to fit the language of “insult”
without any accompanying threat of
actual disorder, and Indian criminal
procedure allows a First Information
Report to be lodged, and an accused to be
arrested, well before any court examines
whether the constitutionally required
“deliberate and malicious intent” was in
fact present. The chilling effect happens
at the point of complaint, not at the point
of conviction.

The Supreme Court has, in a
neighbouring context, already endorsed
exactly this objection. In Shreya Singhal
versus Union of India in 2015, it struck
down Section 66A of the Information
Technology Act in its entirety, holding
that criminalising online messages using

defined terms such as ive” and
“menacing” left the provision
impermissibly vague, invited arbitrary
enforcement, and chilled protected
speech in violation of Article 19(1)(a).
Section 295A and its BNS successor rest
on terms no more precise, “outrage,”
“insult,” “religious feelings”, policed after
the fact by whichever officer happens to
receive the complaint, yet the court has
never brought the Shreya Singhal
reasoning to bear on the provision whose
own constitutionality it settled, without
revisiting it since Ramji Lal Modi almost
sixty years earlier. The inconsistency
reads as reluctance rather than principle:
it is easier to strike down a recent statute
governing an unfamiliar medium than to
unsettle an eighty-year-old precedent
with a long and emotionally fraught

history behind it.

The Punjab context

Set against Punjab’s law specifically, the
contradiction sharpens into several
distinct legal problems. The first concerns
equality. By protecting only the Guru
Granth Sahib and no other scripture, the
2026 Act revives the very objection that
sank the 2016 attempt: a provision
drawing a line between one community’s
sacred text and every other’s needs an
“intelligible differentia” bearing a
“rational nexus” to its stated purpose of
communal harmony, the test the
Supreme Court set out in State of West
Bengal versus Anwar Ali Sarkar, and it is
difficult to see how singling out one faith
serves a purpose framed in terms of all of
them.

This is not merely a doctrinal
prediction. In May 2026, the Anglican
Church of India, through its Amritsar
bishop, petitioned the Punjab and
Haryana High Court arguing that the Act
creates a religion-specific penal regime
that violates the constitutional guarantee
of equality before law, and sought both
the quashing of the Act and a stay on its
implementation.

‘The Bench’s response points to an
underappreciated wrinkle in the equality
argument itself: it reportedly questioned
how a church whose own scripture the
Act does not touch could claim to be
aggrieved by it at all, a question that
inadvertently demonstrates the very
defect being alleged, since a law can
discriminate in structure while leaving
those it excludes without the
conventional standing to challenge it. The

ke \

petition remains pending.

The second is a matter of
proportionality. The Act’s mandatory
minimum sentence, which under its most
serious provisions can extend to life
imprisonment and leaves no room for a
judge to calibrate punishment to the facts
of a given case, sits awkwardly beside
Mithu versus State of Punjab, in which the
Supreme Court struck down a different
mandatory sentencing provision precisely
because it stripped courts of discretion
and so failed the test of a “just, fair and
reasonable” procedure that Maneka
Gandbhi versus Union of India had read into
Article 21; that the earlier case also
happened to arise out of Punjab makes
the parallel almost too neat. The third
goes to federal competence. Criminal law
sits on the Concurrent List, and Article
254 provides that a State law repugnant to
a central enactment on the same subject,
such as the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita’s own
provisions on sacrilege and on outraging
religious feeling, is void to that extent
unless it has received Presidential assent
under Article 254(2). Punjab avoided that

quil in 2026 by ding a
pre-existing, ostensibly ceremonial state
statute rather than the BNS directly, an
approach now under challenge in the
Punjab and Haryana High Court on
precisely the ground that a life sentence
for the same underlying wrong cannot
dodge central scrutiny merely by
changing which statute book it sits in.
Each of these is a distinct constitutional
infirmity, quite apart from the broader
secularism argument above, and Punjab’s
law arguably carries all three at once.
(Second in a three-part series)

20A8. Punjab’s decade-long journey towards a formal sacrilege law

itqenRes $ufarer Freer i e F garme &y v g ol I

Punjab’s journey towards a codified sacrilege law illustrates how these pressures play out at

the State level.

HiaTagy Sefaar FeTst 1 &2 7 dora i amr 7 g2 § 6 2 gara Ted TR W R iR

A 3T

In 2016, the then Akali Dal-BJP government passed a bill imposing life imprisonment for

sacrilege committed specifically against the Guru Granth Sahib.
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2016 ¥, AhHTCN HFTAT G- TSI TIFR o TIAT & & I3 T Wifga & fer Serfoiar aa W
3T Ige FRIE T TG o1 dlell [a8Tdeh IR fhaT|

The Centre returned it, objecting that a law protecting only one religion’s scripture could not
sit easily with India’s secular Constitution.

e GUHN o 3 a9 = & 3R 3Ty SIS o6 Shaer Uas et & erafarer &Y &1 3T arelt
FTA AR o YATATIRT FIAUTST & AT TGl & & HHAEY AE1 ST HebelT|

In 2018, the succeeding Congress government tried again, this time extending the same life
sentence to the Guru Granth Sahib, the Bhagavad Gita, the Quran, and the Bible through a
new Section 295AA of the Penal Code.

2018 &, 3% §TG 3TS HTAW WIFR = HT JIT 7T, 5T IR &3 TR T 7S URT 295AA &
AETH § I[% T A1, $raesiiar, FIT AR asfaa—aRrt taiargt & gid $efeer & fov @@
TSI FRETH ST Jraeie fha|

That Bill, too, was returned without Presidential assent.

g g off Isgafar A Felipfa & faam araw &1 feam arm|

A further attempt followed in July 2025, when the Aam Aadmi Party government introduced
the Punjab Prevention of Offences Against Holy Scripture(s) Bill, again covering all four texts,
with sentences ranging from ten years to life.

$H dTe; JAT§ 2025 F Teh R T FohaT 1T, ST 31T et arét §IHR =1 Punjab
Prevention of Offences Against Holy Scripture(s) Bill 92r forar, fora@ fhT & 51 IRt
gAY T A FoRam a7 3R 10 T / AT AT FRIGH Jh T Gl T JTTETT AT

That Bill was sent to a select committee and has since been effectively shelved.

39 fatrae & 99« AfAfY (Select Committee) & I AT fam a7 3R a9 & 3T YA T &
33 o # 31 feam A @

Instead, the State government found a narrower route: rather than amending the central

Penal Code, it amended an existing State law concerned specifically with the ceremonial
custody of the Guru Granth Sahib.

5% T, T TIHR F Teh HhIoT doh foqeh ART YR a1 &8 Tfedr 7 GAersT i &
TSI 381 Ueh Alolal Td Flelel & G a1, ST el &0 & 1% o ifee iy sitaamia
AT & T |

Because this technically falls within the State’s own legislative competence, the government
argued that it requires no Presidential assent, and the Governor’s signature was enough to
bring it into force in April 2026.

THR 7 T T 3 dehalteh! T I Tg v U= Y 3rqeit et avoram & 3icsia 3mar g,
sHfaT saah forw egufer i Fligfa smaeas 781 § 3R Usadrer F gFamer 50 3 2026 H
T et 3 T e 3

The manoeuvre has not gone unchallenged.

$H FITAA! 39T 1 Al s Ay 1§ 7

A petition before the Punjab and Haryana High Court argues that a life sentence is a matter of
criminal law, which sits on the Concurrent List and therefore cannot simply bypass central
scrutiny by dressing itself up as an amendment to a ceremonial statute.

gorre 3 gRATon 81 FIE & THET SRR U et H d fear arar § 6 3rshae sRmam
TORTTEI hlofet 1 [T §, S @HAE! G (Concurrent List) 7 3T §; SAIAT 38 dhaol Teh
3ioreen Fiefet 7 HAME T T SHT Fr Y THNRT Y SIFaAR 761 FhaT SI1 FeeT|

Critics have also pointed out that, in covering only the Sikh scripture, the current law revives
precisely the objection that sank the 2016 attempt: a State cannot credibly claim to be
protecting “communal harmony” while legislating in favour of one faith’s sentiments and not
another’s.

3TTelrerehl of Ig #Y ST o B o haret R ersfaryr Y anfret et & HROT IAHRT Flole Sih
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38T 39Ty @ R & Sieat ST § Foiaet 2016 & 9T &Y A fFar ar: 1S T ue ey i
HITATHT o T&T F Flefet FeTrehd 3 g € T HTTATIHT ol FHIT FETUT o ST faeadelia &9 &

“HTIETAe We3TTa” Y T&TT T Gl 78T &< HehelT|

Whichever way the litigation goes, the sequence of events across a decade shows a State
legislature persistently trying, by one route or another, to entrench a sacrilege code of ever-
increasing severity, undeterred by repeated constitutional rebuffs.

Hehe Aol T TROTH A1 ST &1, Terel Teh g Y et 1 Ha eiidl § 7o T faumerssa
IR-IR HIenfore 3redieiaat & arasie fordr o el AT & TRTaR gt FoRT arer $afarar
FIT T AT FYeT T AT T 6T &

The constitutional contradiction

A R

Secularism was declared part of the Constitution’s unamendable “basic structure” in S.R.
Bommai versus Union of India, precisely so that the State could neither favour a religion nor
punish disrespect towards one.

S.R. Bommai &1 Union of India HFel # trafadarar 1 afaeret v saRecdsia “ae
| (Basic Structure)” &7 fe&ar el forar aram ar, a1fes Tea o ot fraY ey 1 geT o T
3R 7 € fordd T g & fa 31 & fav g & o |

Article 25 guarantees not just the right to practise religion but, implicitly, the space for social
reformers, sceptics and atheists to challenge religious practise, since the same article
subjects the right to religious freedom to “public order, morality and health” and permits the
State to legislate for social welfare and reform even where this cuts against religious custom.

TG 25 sheol U I UTeled Flel o TR T AREN LT &, STosh IHTET &9 & FrATAR
FURHI, wergarfeat st mftasi @1 enfie gt ot galdr &o Bt e o &ar 5, Fifn 7
3eTeRe e TacIdT & HTARR T A sqaedT, Afaswar 3R e’ & e aar g aar
U I WA Feaor HR GUR & fAT H1efet Jate 1 IgaAf S 8, Hel & ag anfdtes yar s
[EREIE ]

Article 19(1)(a) guarantees free speech in the same breath that Article 19(2) permits
“reasonable restrictions” in the interests of public order, decency or morality.

FeTede 19(1)(a) 3fcaferd T Fac=dr T TRE ST &, STafh IrTeda 19(2) wieh cgaeyT,
fRIseer A aifiehar & o 7 “gfFadara wfaaul” & 3eTAfa S &

A cartoon, a novel, a documentary, a stray remark on social media: all can be made to fit the
language of “insult” without any accompanying threat of actual disorder, and Indian criminal
procedure allows a First Information Report to be lodged, and an accused to be arrested, well

before any court examines whether the constitutionally required “deliberate and malicious
intent” was in fact present.

Teh FICe, SYATH, Ao AT ANrer HSAT 9T Ay 75 1S 3o eoqoft—so weir 1

At 3rerifer T fanel arar-arer Alsie erseht & T3 i “Ira@er” & #7797 & 3caTd o S
FohdT §; R AR 3ot ufshar & aga fore 3reTerd gart I8 S fort STTet & 1T agel &1
T FAAT RAE (FIR) Eof T ST Hehell & 3R IR &l TIRTFAR 5T ST FehelT & o Gaenfaien
Y TR “SATATHRT A gaiaarqor 3 areda # Aleie a1 a7

The chilling effect happens at the point of complaint, not at the point of conviction.

FffeafFa W o Y1 3= a1 waTa TR & GHY 76T, dfew RFda & g & TAT &
3cTee g ST &

The Supreme Court has, in a neighbouring context, already endorsed exactly this objection.

A HIE F T Faftrar weet 7 ugel 1 se 3y 1 Tl R 81
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In Shreya Singhal versus Union of India in 2015, it struck down Section 66A of the Information
Technology Act in its entirety, holding that criminalising online messages using undefined
terms such as “offensive” and “menacing” left the provision impermissibly vague, invited
arbitrary enforcement, and chilled protected speech in violation of Article 19(1)(a).

2015 & Shreya Singhal =118 Union of India HFe! H FNA HIE o Faa Flegfarehr srfafae
Y RT 66A T I g fFd X fam R w1 i “offensive” 3HR “menacing” S
YREINT regl & TR IR TS TR I IORTE TATAT TG Y EHHT T F TS
AT §, HAHT Feiclel bl ITHTIT I & R ITede 19(1)(a) F Sooitel H Tad iHcafed
IR I T TG STl &

Section 295A and its BNS successor rest on terms no more precise, “outrage,” “insult,”
“religious feelings”, policed after the fact by whichever officer happens to receive the
complaint, yet the court has never brought the Shreya Singhal reasoning to bear on the
provision whose own constitutionality it settled, without revisiting it since Ramiji Lal Modi
almost sixty years earlier.

R 295A 31X BNS # 3% 3aUTai) e off sHa 377 Tuse 2ecl IR 3TeTRd oTel §—
CART TEHT & TG 3T STaT §; 6T 81 37eTeld & Shreya Singhal & e &l 38 WTTe 9 A1)
8T foram forgehT Tdenfaes J4ar 39 T TI9TeT9T B8 &2l Ugor Ramji Lal Modi ATHS & a1 &
ge: faam foh foretr cr e & o

The inconsistency reads as reluctance rather than principle: it is easier to strike down a recent
statute governing an unfamiliar medium than to unsettle an eighty-year-old precedent with a
long and emotionally fraught history behind it.

IE et dgenfae gfSeamior i ardam srferesT S vl gt §: R 3T e
TG Xet aTel GTToIAT hTefet T fARET AT 38 SIS’ 80 T WA =a1TAsh qafaroty Hr
IO XA T JefelT & 3774 g, o fie veh oer 3R saacas &9 8 Sifed sfas@ g

The Punjab context
YT FT st

Set against Punjab’s law specifically, the contradiction sharpens into several distinct legal
problems.

TR & & GoITa & FeTet & HGoT 3 T FARUTHTE F5 37eTeT-3707eT HIeTeil WATATHT & § 37 3R
TISE g1 ST B |
The first concerns equality.

gl HHTAT WATAAT & AT 81

By protecting only the Guru Granth Sahib and no other scripture, the 2026 Act revives the
very objection that sank the 2016 attempt: a provision drawing a line between one
community’s sacred text and every other’s needs an “intelligible differentia” bearing a “rational
nexus” to its stated purpose of communal harmony, the test the Supreme Court set out in
State of West Bengal versus Anwar Ali Sarkar, and it is difficult to see how singling out one
faith serves a purpose framed in terms of all of them.

harel % T AT T TIETOT ST IR Tohalt 317y erafarey oh =7¢, 2026 a1 TRz ael Jmafa
o & 3ol YT & TSI 2016 & T I Tathel foharm 2T Teh @ & afas 7Y 3R 3
Tt 7T & T A R aTel TGN H “@errFT fRe=dT (intelligible differentia)” gl=iT a3,
TSRt ATeeTRe Heara & Bf¥d 3eged & “dlfdhsh ey (rational nexus)” g1, Ig J€T HalT &
TS @afea =ararerd o State of West Bengal a1 Anwar Ali Sarkar Al 7 feiRa foar
T, 3R g THSAT TS ¢ o herel Teh U3 3l ITelaT &hleh YoloTl T AT & Fel T Seged
gfe 8 FT
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This is not merely a doctrinal prediction.

Ig Shaol HeHrifares FTefel! HeTATT eI &

In May 2026, the Anglican Church of India, through its Amritsar bishop, petitioned the Punjab
and Haryana High Court arguing that the Act creates a religion-specific penal regime that
violates the constitutional guarantee of equality before law, and sought both the quashing of
the Act and a stay on its implementation.

A 2026 H TiFerae o 3T $T3AT & 319x) 1A [T & AreaH § IoTre e gRmon 3T
T & AT gk Y, et ah fear s & g srfafaaes wet-fafrse &3 sqawyr sarar
&, S IeTel o HHET HHTGICT shT HAtlTioleh ITRET hT Soeltlel el o; ATTerenl H AT @l
foRET et 3R 50F FrATead W AF o9 T AT F¥ TS|

The Bench’s response points to an underappreciated wrinkle in the equality argument itself: it
reportedly questioned how a church whose own scripture the Act does not touch could claim
to be aggrieved by it at all, a question that inadvertently demonstrates the very defect being
alleged, since a law can discriminate in structure while leaving those it excludes without the
conventional standing to challenge it.

NS 1 G TRAT HATTAT & AL F AlSIE Ueh o AT SATCelaT T 3T Hehel AT 52 3HA A
& v forar o o 99 & 379er 93iaryr &Y 3@ wenfaa & 781 axar, a8 599 =afdq
98T gl ST &TaT il Y ThdT §; TG 2T 3TToTel & 3 1Y &l U id shidr § forgent 3T
ST 1T 6T &, F11eh hlS hiefel T ALAAT F Sgeraqor &1 Fehdl § 31X T off o1t ettt st
e 96T TG &, 3¢ 3W Yaildl &t 3 IRIRH Fenforss RUf (standing) & afd o @har g
The petition remains pending.

FrfaeT 31sl dfea g

The second is a matter of proportionality.

ST T JTTaTfaT & T B

The Act’s mandatory minimum sentence, which under its most serious provisions can extend
to life imprisonment and leaves no room for a judge to calibrate punishment to the facts of a
given case, sits awkwardly beside Mithu versus State of Punjab, in which the Supreme Court
struck down a different mandatory sentencing provision precisely because it stripped courts of
discretion and so failed the test of a “just, fair and reasonable” procedure that Maneka Gandhi

versus Union of India had read into Article 21; that the earlier case also happened to arise out
of Punjab makes the parallel almost too neat.

sifafeas & AR srferard sgeas wa, S 56 Fad 318X el & dgd e FREw
ok 81 Fehell & 3R =ararefier sl A & T2l & TR Tl iR et o7 IS 3raeR g
&clt, TS 11T JoTTa T ATH & HesT # 3186l §9 W A 37Tl &1 36 HHel 7 Fafed
FATATT o Ueh 37+ 3fAaR &3 T &1 safav faed frar ar i 39« =amareat &
RAFAFR I FaTeT I AT U7 3R 37 FROT g AT Mt T4 HRT T A & ATETHA §
3eTeoe 21 & fAfgd “marraerd, fasaat i sfRra witkam & watdr o« fawer et or, g ava fe
TS AT T IS & ST AT, 5T AT i 3R 3ATH TISC FAdT & |

The third goes to federal competence.

N gaear wehy faumrd ateAar @ gefa g

Criminal law sits on the Concurrent List, and Article 254 provides that a State law repugnant
to a central enactment on the same subject, such as the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita’s own
provisions on sacrilege and on outraging religious feeling, is void to that extent unless it has
received Presidential assent under Article 254(2).

TR HleTeT FAa Fe 3 37T & 3R IeTed 254 Jg T AT & oh 32 fawy o a1t
farelt T IeTeT & UfcTehel T Fiefed, S AR 7 Wiga & $erfevar 3k enfifer smraematt
1 SH T HH TN, 3 AT TFoh A G191, ST Ieh b 3¢ IeTeda 254(2) & dedt
Trsgafar 1 Flipfa ured 7 gl
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e Punjab avoided that requirement in 2026 by amending a pre-existing, ostensibly ceremonial
state statute rather than the BNS directly, an approach now under challenge in the Punjab
and Haryana High Court on precisely the ground that a life sentence for the same underlying
wrong cannot dodge central scrutiny merely by changing which statute book it sits in.

TSI oY 2026 7 BNS # He Tl #3a & a9 0 qa@-Hleg, 1Aa 7 @ sitvais v
FTeTeT H T Fh H AT ¥ Tae] T TATH (3T, 379 S GTRCeHIVT &l Toflel T
gRATUN T2 ~ARATeIT & 38 TR W GeAlcll &1 315 & o 3 FeT 3rower & fAw arrshiaer FRam
I TG helof TG ol [oh I [ohdl lelel H AMTHA B, Hold SATd-Usdlel ¥ 2 61 Fehell|

e Each of these is a distinct constitutional infirmity, quite apart from the broader secularism
argument above, and Punjab’s law arguably carries all three at once.

ST A YA Teh 3791 HAUTTAS QW &, S 3R AT 970 caraes qrsifadetar & a& O 39T &,
3R e & ST Hehell & o ATTel T ot elleil HAUTTNH FATATH! HY T T TAL TR
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20A8 | China completes first stage of ‘military base’ at disputed South China Sea reef
farfea af@ror e W i Teere W Ae F e 3733 T gFr =0T I

Historic low

Climate crisis: The city of Duesseldorf during prolonged dry
weather across Europe that has left the Rhine River at near-
record low levels, disrupting German industries, near Monheim,
Germany,on Wednesday.

Climate crisis: The city of Duesseldorf during
disrupting German industries, near Monheim,

longed dry weather across Europe that has lef the Rhine River at near-record low levels,
nany, on Wednesday. REUTERS

China completes first stage of ‘military base’ at disputed South China Sea reef

o SOBSRTOIO ., e par or

" EEMMLI————

China has completed the
first phase of construction
on Antelope Reef in the Pa-
racels archipelago, build-
ing a man-made island in
the hotly-disputed South
China Sea that analysts say
will form part of its largest-
military base.

Satellite  images re-
viewed by Reuters show
the reclaimed feature in
outline for the first time,
with barges and dredgers
having left after at least six
months of wark in the busy
waterway.

The completion shows
the South China Sea as an
increasingly  militarised
arena of contest between
China and the U.S. and its
allies, as both sides jostle
for advantages that could
prove critical in any future
conflict over Taiwan.

the South China Sea would
be particularly important
in a Taiwan conflict scena-
rio, so Antelope is ideally
placed,” said Ben Lewis,

founder of the open-
source data  platform
PLATracker.

Construction of build-
ings work has started in the
southeast corner of the is-
land, including a helicop-
ter pad, in the July 19 imag-
es taken by Vantor, a
commercial provider of sa-
tellite images.

China’s defence minis-
try did not immediately
respond to a Reuters re-
quest for comment.

China has yet to ack-
nowledge construction of a
new military base, while
state media have said Ante-
lope will serve civilian
needs such as weather fo-
recasting and scientific
research.

Regional security ana-
lysts and military attaches
say it is more likely to
strengthen China’s military
hold on the northern part
of the vital waterway.

Potential runway
The images show a re-
claimed island nearly 6 km
long, with a straight line of
coast longer than 3 km that
some analysts see as a po-
tential runway.

A wharf stretching 680
m fronts a deep water har-
bour, with one Vantor im-
age showing a coast guard
shij side.

In a study this week, the
Washington-based Center
for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies said the first
excavation work for a new
runway appeared to have
already started.

Open source intelli-
gence tracker Damien Sy-
mon, who first highlighted

Construction has started in the southeast corner of Antelope Reef,

including a helicopter pad, in the images taken by Vantor. REUTERS

dredging at the reef on X in

early January said he spot-

ted initial signs of work last
ber.

Mr. Lewis said he be-
lieved Antelope Reef could
prove to be one of the Chi-
nese military’s most im-
portant features in the
South China Sea, larger
than neighbouring Woody
Island and easier to defend

than a network of bases
further south in the
Spratlys archipelago.

“I think the importance
of the South China Sea and
the Southern Theater
Command has been elevat-
ed in the last year by the
Central Military Commis-
sion largely as it relates to
Taiwan,” Mr. Lewis added,
referring to China’s top

military panel, headed by
President Xi Jinping.

China’s military plan-
ners might feel more com-
fortable keeping some
weapons, such as its H-6
strategic bombers, in the
Paracels and closer to the
Chinese mainland rather
than on the Spratlys furth-
er south.

The construction work
was “modest”, Chinese
South China Sea scholar
Ding Duo said in an opi-
nion piece published in the
official China Daily in June.

“Rather than militarisa-
tion, the purpose is peace-
ful and constructive - mak-
ing the waters safer for
everyone who depends on
them,” Mr. Ding wrote.

The comments mirror
China’s previous explana-
tions of its build-up in the
Spratlys in waters also
claimed by Southeast
Asian neighbours Vietnam,

the Philippines, Malaysia,
Taiwan and i.

Woody Island has
served as the traditional
administrative centre for
China in the South China
Sea, housing at times jet
fighters and surface-to-air
missiles. Triton Island, also
in the Paracels, hosts ex-
tensive long-range surveil-
lance devices.

Vietnam's claims
China has occupied all the
Paracels since 1974, when
it forced off the navy of the
former South Vietnam.
Vietnam, which claims the
entire grouping as its own,
has moved in recent years
to expand its own network
of bases in the Spratlys.
Vietnam's Foreign Mi-
nistry did not immediately
respond to Reuters re-
quests for comment. It has
previously asserted its so-
vereignty claims to Ante-

lope, saying in March it
“resolutely opposes such
actions (and) has made
representations”.

Antelope could also
help support any bid by
China to create so-called
bastions or protected
ocean areas in the South
China Sea to defend its nu-
clear-armed ballistic mis-
sile submarines, said Sin-
gapore-based security
scholar Collin Koh.

Mr. Koh said the island
buildup, likely to house ex-
tensive surveillance equip-
ment, could potentially
complicate submarine op-
erations by the United
States and Vietnam, which
are both active in the area.

Such bastions close to
home ports would protect
China's submarines from
exposure to rival attack,
avoiding having to send
them out into the western
Pacific.
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20A8. China completes first stage of ‘military base’ at disputed South China
Sea reef

Rarfee gfaror <ot weR #r e W e F Ve=r 31327 F7 g =0T [ =T

China has completed the first phase of construction on Antelope Reef in the Paracels
archipelago, building a man-made island in the hotly-disputed South China Sea that
analysts say will form part of its largest military base.

e o e gdiaaeE A T diw ov fstor T ggar wvor U Y for & 3R st
faarfee aftvor et AR & veh e gl g &, S favaivenl & THR 38 qad 93 {7
3733 T TEEHT §191T|

Satellite images reviewed by Reuters show the reclaimed feature in outline for the first time,
with barges and dredgers having left after at least six months of work in the busy
waterway.

UICH CART THET &Y IS 3TUAT ATIRT 3 Tgoll TR ToT: ITCc T TS $7-37TehTeT bl T @S
&l 8, STEl eaed ST & hH-J-5H BF AL dd HIH il o 16 Fol HR I S T &

The completion shows the South China Sea as an increasingly militarised arena of contest
between China and the U.S. and its allies, as both sides jostle for advantages that could
prove critical in any future conflict over Taiwan.

5 fATOT ohT QR gIeAT @it & o &faror <fter wrer, dfter e 3raReT 31 3w et & o
it & Heiierer wfareau’T &1 819 So7aT 517 16T §, F1Teh Il JaT U AT o1 et & folw He
I I & SN a1gaTe &l ol HIaST H glet aTel fohdlr oft Fas¥ A faoias Ricy 8 §ed &

“The northern part of the South China Sea would be particularly important in a Taiwan
conflict scenario, so Antelope is ideally placed,” said Ben Lewis, founder of the open-
source data platform PLATracker.

3NYT-HI ST Telethial PLATracker & TEUTTeh S J$H o ohgl, ‘dTgate wery i feufer & gfayor
et AR 1 3o R 3AW 9 & Ageaqol 19T, AT Tely el T2r X Rd g1”

Construction of buildings work has started in the southeast corner of the island, including a
helicopter pad, in the July 19 images taken by Vantor, a commercial provider of satellite
images.

399IE TEIRT & AIfOfgeh Ferar IR aarT off 978 19 Jelrs Y awaRT & gdiv o gfavor-qdff
# SARC o1 HTOT R 9% 81 g &, Torea veh gelteicet U3 ot enfdrer g1

China’s defence ministry did not immediately respond to a Reuters request for comment.

et & T&TT HAT o Feoqult o Torw ATeH & HeRIET T Achiel STaTd el 1|

China has yet to acknowledge construction of a new military base, while state media have
said Antelope will serve civilian needs such as weather forecasting and scientific
research.

AT o 3737 T AT Vo7 37133 & [AAUT o THHR 781 fhar &, STafeh TXhrT HfSaT o Fgr & Top
TErT Rtwa qargAte AR denfas s Sl AR sraeghansit s @ e
Regional security analysts and military attaches say it is more likely to strengthen China’s
military hold on the northern part of the vital waterway.

&g FR&T Taeerent 3R A= 37Tl 1 Fgell § o SHE 3H Agea ol STerdT & Iadt REy X
et Y Ve T3 AT 8ot bl 3Tk FHITAT &

Potential runway

"I gaTé ugdr

The images show a reclaimed island nearly 6 km long, with a straight line of coast longer
than 3 km that some analysts see as a potential runway.
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TEART 3 1918197 6 Fheltie draT gor: yree gy fens o g, TorashT dreft dear 3 fresfier &
3 ddft § 3N Fo Rzee s va W gar$ Tl & w0 €

A wharf stretching 680 m fronts a deep water harbour, with one Vantor image showing a
coast guard ship alongside.

680 HYeX &dT ©TE Teh @Y T=iY aTel SGLINTE & T U § 3R e Fir veh ek 7 39 arr
dqeaTH STgTeT few@rs ST &

In a study this week, the Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies
said the first excavation work for a new runway appeared to have already started.

=8 AaTg fhT T U 3regysT H aifieres feud dex B Teefoe Us getaieria Tedier o gl
T 71§ gar$ ugd o foIw IRTF Fers T A Tgol & UE &1 FohT Tl gl &

Open source intelligence tracker Damien Symon, who first highlighted dredging at the reef
on X in early January said he spotted initial signs of work last December.

3IT-HT Seforoier ¢t 3T rgeeT, oo iot STovady &t Qe3TTd 3 X W) 39 Tcerel IX 8 e
STSiaT ot Tgell IR 3SR 3R T, A g T 3egiel ool fewia” 7 e o 3Tl Have 2 |

Mr. Lewis said he believed Antelope Reef could prove to be one of the Chinese military’s
most important features in the South China Sea, larger than neighbouring Woody Island
and easier to defend.

A ISH o gl T SeTehl AT & Toh ey Ao, Ef@ror et At & <fieft Ja1 & Fad Ageaqot
fS1aT 7 & ok Qi g Thell &, ST TS g3 A & 37 3R 8T et # 3o T &
than a network of bases further south in the Spratlys archipelago.

3R T afEoT 3 oY e Teeh getawag & der 3732] & eadh Y qerel & 3T e &
&S R ST weheTT 1

“I think the importance of the South China Sea and the Southern Theater Command has
been elevated in the last year by the Central Military Commission largely as it relates to
Taiwan,” Mr. Lewis added, referring to China’s top military panel, headed by President Xi
Jinping.

A & Fafca V=g A, fSadhr sregerar Iseafa o fSafRier Fa €, T Seoid I §U AT
ST & 3TN g, A Hefoll & o HET T A ATFATT & 386 HaItl o HROT S I FAT deF

AT EaRT gfaror Het AR 3R i@l Rvex Fae & Agea & SeRT IRATE I

China’s military planners might feel more comfortable keeping some weapons, such as its H-6
strategic bombers, in the Paracels and closer to the Chinese mainland rather than on the
Spratlys further south.

Aot & VT ASAHR TS §IAART, S 3HH H-6 0T qeradai, i gfaror 7 gy Fua See
EAIHHE & Toiy WA gAawag iR el 7T 8{fF & 31T Fehe T@a 31 glaersas
TAS Fhd &

The construction work was “modest”, Chinese South China Sea scholar Ding Duo said in an
opinion piece published in the official China Daily in June.

cfaror et AR & el fagaret o gait & 571 # 3nfRemies FaArary= amgar 3ot 7 vl v
IR oI & gl fob THATOT SR ATl o7

“Rather than militarisation, the purpose is peaceful and constructive — making the waters
safer for everyone who depends on them,” Mr. Ding wrote.

At fSar o fora, ‘et eged Aediieor 71T, afes aifaqut 3R TeeTess §—3e7 STofatal ol 3o
Tl ST o Torw 3ifereh GRIET SeTalr it 3o7 oY foeie €17

The comments mirror China’s previous explanations of its build-up in the Spratlys in waters
also claimed by Southeast Asian neighbours Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Taiwan
and Brunei.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 6



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

o I RoafOrT Tl gdivaeg 7 @ & AT R & Faer 7 38 o Fasélenull &I g
g, o STeretT oY gfator-gd vfdrars usier deit fraraemmer, Reeidia, waflran, aman sk g8

EanT Y grar R Sar gl

e Woody Island has served as the traditional administrative centre for China in the South
China Sea, housing at times jet fighters and surface-to-air missiles.

o I, ffror et AR F e & IRARE JrHAS e & §I H H AT T & AR T80
THAI-FAY N 51 A fAAET 41 efg @ g9 7 AR F arelt {Aamset i dend R g
e Triton Island, also in the Paracels, hosts extensive long-range surveillance devices.

o WA clioaeg H FFUd grgee gdiv o) o sa1deh T o oelt g & ot 3usor Hige 2|

Vietnam’s claims

IERGEIGE XAC]

e China has occupied all the Paracels since 1974, when it forced off the navy of the former
South Vietnam.

o T 1974 ¥ T RIS GHIHHAF TR ool Y IWT &, ST 38T qdclt GTAT0T faaciaTn 1 A gar
1 agl & Tes fer |

e Vietnam, which claims the entire grouping as its own, has moved in recent years to expand its
own network of bases in the Spratlys.

o W EAYHHG T YA AT FA ATl [ATAATH o gl & il 7 Tl gdiawerg # 39ar d+7 argst
& Acad o faear fRaT g

o Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry did not immediately respond to Reuters requests for comment.

o TagceE & fader #arer o fevqult & forw ey & eIl o1 cTeehiel STaTd el e |

e |t has previously asserted its sovereignty claims to Antelope, saying in March it “resolutely
opposes such actions (and) has made representations”.

. mﬁ%ﬁﬁ@@qﬂmﬁ@@#ﬁﬁmgmﬁmm%aﬁ‘mm@m
geaTga® Y FXar ¢ (3R) 3 37 Faw 7 3rvar gat weqa Far gl
o Antelope could also help support any bid by China to create so-called bastions or protected

ocean areas in the South China Sea to defend its nuclear-armed ballistic missile
submarines, said Singapore-based security scholar Collin Koh.

o TR feud geaT fears sifae #1g o g1 i e, afétor et @R & 3rde ey st
¥ A Sfafes P sagfeaat i & & fav qusRia gIara e a1 Saa THd 8 a6
& dIeT o TR 37 T & TEIIAT HL TohlT g

e Mr. Koh said the island buildup, likely to house extensive surveillance equipment, could
potentially complicate submarine operations by the United States and Vietnam, which are
both active in the area.

o ST g A FgT foh gdT W FoRdT 1T T@T FAHTOT, STET cadeh IRt 39ehor T fohw STTet
"= &, 39 &1 H afohg ARt ik Rraaamy #r wagsh afafafaat i denfaa o & sifee

T Tl B

e Such bastions close to home ports would protect China’s submarines from exposure to rival
attack, avoiding having to send them out into the western Pacific.

o ERC FETRT & fordhe U FRIAT 916 et Y qergeat i ufceaeiadt & gl & Tax ¥ Ffard
T 3R 3% aRTHY yend ABRR 7 S5Tet &1 3TaTeShdT & S9TUaT|
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GS Paper II: Polity

20 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

20A8 | Amit Shah to chair Southern Zonal Council in T.N. today

A g e affereng & aftrolt e afwe i sreerar w5t

Amit Shah to chair Southern
Zonal Council in TN. today

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The 3ist meeting of the
Southern Zonal Council,
chaired by Home Minister
Amit Shah, is set to take
place on Thursday at a
private hotel near Mamal-
lapuram, about 40 km
south of Chennai.

Mr. Shah, who arrived in
Chennai on Wednesday
evening, will chair the
meeting, while Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay will be the vice-chair-
man, a statement said. The
meeting is scheduled to
take place for about four
hours from around 10 a.m.
on Thursday.

The meeting is organ-
ised by the Inter-State
Council Secretariat of the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs, with the State act-
ing as the host for this edi-
tion. The Council, whose
recommendations are ad-

visory in nature, is likely to
deliberate on several core
issues concerning the
southern States. Zonal
Councils are statutory bo-
dies established under the
States Reorganisation Act,
1956. Chief Ministers, Lieu-
tenant Governors and Ad-
ministrators of the mem-
ber States and Union
Territories, along with two
other Ministers from each
State, will take part in the
meeting.

20A8. Amit Shah to chair Southern Zonal Council in T.N. today
Hffa g et affeens # aftrolt e aftwg i sreerar w5t

The 31st meeting of the Southern Zonal Council, chaired by Home Minister Amit Shah, is set
to take place on Thursday at a private hotel near Mamallapuram, about 40 km south of
Chennai.

18 73l 3rfAe e i regetar A gf@of & aftwe (Southern Zonal Council) #r 314t S
AR T eeTs § e 40 Tt ZTavor & RPya ATTETRa & are U fo¥si gleel & gl arelt €1

Mr. Shah, who arrived in Chennai on Wednesday evening, will chair the meeting, while Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay will be the vice-chairman, a statement said.

Teh STeT & 34K, sﬁ%nggwanﬂaaéqgﬂmmﬁawmaﬁﬁ,aaﬁ:aﬁm@#
FEgHN @ SE s gueh sureasy gt |

The meeting is scheduled to take place for about four hours from around 10 a.m. on
Thursday.

S TR I I Fag 10 91 { F IR G I wefed dlell ¢

The meeting is organised by the Inter-State Council Secretariat of the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs, with the State acting as the host for this edition.

$H SO T TSI FAIT I[E HAT & He-Usd IRwe Firarers gary fohar o w1 e ik sw
IR AfAeTs AE TS 5

The Council, whose recommendations are advisory in nature, is likely to deliberate on several
core issues concerning the southern States.
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a1 RAETRE FemewrY T 1 gich 8 3R s gfaroh Tsat & Haftrd S woe Feal |
foraR-faaret forw SITet i THTGT B

e Zonal Councils are statutory bodies established under the States Reorganisation Act, 1956.
&= 9fwe (Zonal Councils) T qAdeo srfafags, 1956 & dgd T durfas AerT &

e Chief Ministers, Lieutenant Governors and Administrators of the member States and Union
Territories, along with two other Ministers from each State, will take part in the meeting.

e Tt AR e vl & FEI#H, SUASAIT T FAHSF, 74T Tedeh A & & 3
A S5 F AT S|
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NMC proposes national licence to practise medicine
GS II: Governance |

Bindu Shajan
Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) has pro-
posed a registration system
under which a medical
practitioner, once regis-
tered with a State Medical
Council, would be eligible
to practise across India
without obtaining fresh re-
gistration or a licence in
another State. The practi-
tioner would be allotted a
Unique Identification (UID)
number in the National
Medical Register.

The proposal is part of
the draft Registration of
Medical Practitioners and
Licence to Practice Medi-
cine (Amendment) Regula-
tions, 2026, notified by the
NMC on August 11. The
Commission has invited
objections and suggestions
for 30 days from the date

of notification. Under the
proposed system, State
Medical Councils would
continue to scrutinise ap-
plications and grant regis-
tration and licence for doc-
tors to practise, but the
approval would be reflect-
ed in both the State Medi-
cal Register (SMR) and Na-
tional Medical Register
(NMR).

The draft rules seek to
amend the 2023 regula-
tions governing registra-
tion and licensing of doc-
tors, routing the process
through a unified registra-
tion portal of the NMC’s
Ethics and Medical Regis-
tration Board.

UID to have State code

The UID assigned in the re-
gister would incorporate
the State/Union Territory
code and the practitioner’s
SMR number, the NMC
said. Once the State Medi-

4

A Unique Identification number
will be allotted under the
proposed system. GETTY IMAGES

cal Council grants registra-
tion and the Ethics and
Medical Registration Board
allots the UID, the doctor
would not require fresh re-
gistration or a separate li-
cence to practise in anoth-
er State or Union Territory.

The draft also proposes
automatic electronic syn-
chronisation between the
national and State registers
so that a change made in
one register is reflected in

the other. The NMR would
serve as a central reposito-
ry of registration details as
well as disciplinary pro-
ceedings, including sus-
pension, removal, and res-
toration of registration.
The NMR would also
carry information on
whether a doctor’s licence
is active or inactive, and
details of disciplinary ac-
tion taken, if any. The Eth-
ics and Medical Registra-
tion Board and the NMC
would have powers to seek
records and monitor State
Medical Councils to pro-
mote uniformity and tran-
sparency in regulation.
The proposal retains the
five-year validity of a li-
cence. If a doctor does not
apply for renewal within
three months of expiry, the
registration will be marked
inactive, and the practi-
tioner will not be entitled
to practise medicine. The

20A8. NMC proposes national licence to practise medicine

NMC & q¥ &2r 7 fafercar-saaarr & forv Isdar arsdw &1 9eara w@r

inactive status would re-
flect in the NMR.

While seeking to create
a nationwide registration
framework, the draft
leaves disciplinary jurisdic-
tion primarily with the
State Council in whose ter-
ritorial jurisdiction the al-
leged professional miscon-
duct, unethical conduct or
medical negligence
occurred.

The State Council would
have the power to inquire
into and decide the matter,
and record the outcome
against the practitioner’s
credentials in the online
register. Where disciplin-
ary action is recommend-
ed by a State Council other
than the doctor’s primary
registering council, the ac-
tion would be reflected in
the NMR and automatically
updated in the State regis-
ter of the council of prim-
ary registration.

e The National Medical Commission (NMC) has proposed a registration system under which a
medical practitioner, once registered with a State Medical Council, would be eligible to
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practise across India without obtaining fresh registration or a licence in another State.

TR RIfFeaT AT (NMC) 7 Teh VAT ToiiehioT JuTrell &7 J&dTd feam &, forass dgd fhe T
Rrfrear afwg & &1 v IR dolihd g1t & ae IS Rfehcden ol 311 T & 7731 dofiertor
T SHE 1o fort T q¥ o #F RfFear-sgaary 1 g

The practitioner would be allotted a Unique Identification (UID) number in the National
Medical Register.

Rfercas 1t Riffear oFet (NMR) # v Raffise ggare @& (UID) 3mafea & amusft|

The proposal is part of the draft Registration of Medical Practitioners and Licence to Practise
Medicine (Amendment) Regulations, 2026, notified by the NMC on August 11.

g 9¥d1d Registration of Medical Practitioners and Licence to Practise Medicine
(Amendment) Regulations, 2026 & #HI¢ T [§E@T &, o NMC & 11 39T &1 3T
fomar 2|

The Commission has invited objections and suggestions for 30 days from the date of
notification.

37T &7 JTTERTErT 1 A & 30 et & e Jmaferal 3R goma 3t e g
Under the proposed system, State Medical Councils would continue to scrutinise applications

and grant registration and licence for doctors to practise, but the approval would be reflected
in both the State Medical Register (SMR) and National Medical Register (NMR).

eI JoTel & ded U= e aRwe 3mdeaAT T sira aet 3R Rfhcaet & Rifrcar-
AT & TIT GSfIehiuT AT SSAH YeTal hiet Sl R STRT TQaN, AAfeheT Ig TlIpic T
Rfrcar et (SMR) 3R I Rfrcar e (NMR) et & gor gl

The draft rules seek to amend the 2023 regulations governing registration and licensing of
doctors, routing the process through a unified registration portal of the NMC’s Ethics and
Medical Registration Board.

FHler faHT 1 36T fafthcaent & Toiiehor AR omeed &t T d Fiet arer 2023 & st
TR AT § TAT SH GfshaAT S NMC & Ethics and Medical Registration Board & Tehishe
GSe0T ICe & ATETH & TAfold T &l

UID to have State code
UID & T I enfAe grem

The UID assigned in the register would incorporate the State/Union Territory code and the
practitioner's SMR number, the NMC said.

NMC & &gT o Iaeex & 3mafed UID & T=sa/Fgenfd weer &1 18 3R Rifecas &1 SMR dsT
iAo gram|

Once the State Medical Council grants registration and the Ethics and Medical Registration
Board allots the UID, the doctor would not require fresh registration or a separate licence to
practise in another State or Union Territory.

Ueh IR U FAfehcar awe gaRT Isiiehior yere faht et 3R Ethics and Medical
Registration Board &aRT UID 3f1dfed fhU STt & g [ifehcden &1 fohdll 3100 e am
Feeanfd e F RfFcar-cuaa@ry e & T TT GoeoT AT 37eTeT A8 ST 3Ll 8T
gt

The draft also proposes automatic electronic synchronisation between the national and State
registers so that a change made in one register is reflected in the other.

FHle 7 TS 3 TsT IR & v Tewfad saaciioe GHaT H7 o UEdId §, d1fh Tk
WSEex 7 fohram s 18 ot aRace gar Woree 7 ol yefRid &l

The NMR would serve as a central repository of registration details as well as disciplinary
proceedings, including suspension, removal, and restoration of registration.
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NMR GofierioT GeefY favon & arr-are freide, Goiienior ¥ gere 3iX gsiieor $ el afgd
ITTHATCH HIAATEAT o TaaR0T & [T Ueh eI 93N & &9 7 1 |

The NMR would also carry information on whether a doctor’s licence is active or inactive, and
details of disciplinary action taken, if any.

NMR & Ig STeTopRT 8t 3gereer g1t o fonddl Rifercaes &1 orsdw wfrw a1 AfSea § garafe
IS T HATCHS HNATS T 378 § ot 3HehT [awor o ot ghem|

The Ethics and Medical Registration Board and the NMC would have powers to seek records
and monitor State Medical Councils to promote uniformity and transparency in regulation.

Ethics and Medical Registration Board @T NMC & 91& Reprs Aieret 3R =g fafehcar
aRwET T IR et T AfFaar g, arfer s 7 vaeaar 3R yRefRiar &I sermar fear ar
b

The proposal retains the five-year validity of a licence.

TEATT HF SHT 1 i a§ AT Sea1 T SRER @7 AT ] |

If a doctor does not apply for renewal within three months of expiry, the registration will be
marked inactive, and the practitioner will not be entitled to practise medicine.

i FIS Rifrcas arsaa $r 3af gard g F e A F fiaw Adwior & fav smdesT
e FIET, AT 3T YoianoT ATSHT RIfETa X fear sirwem 3R Rifsrcas & Rifscar-caaar
e T AR AET @19

The inactive status would reflect in the NMR.
Tg fAfSea RRufa NMR # oft wefia giefi

While seeking to create a nationwide registration framework, the draft leaves disciplinary
jurisdiction primarily with the State Council in whose territorial jurisdiction the alleged
professional misconduct, unethical conduct or medical negligence occurred.

SRICATHY TSfIEHOT SFET ST T ST Y ET 371 FHIGT HoqMHATcHS AR &7 7Edd: 30
T gRug & U1 I@dT &, foraeh SR # S id 99T FeMER, et fae Ar=Eor ar
RfFcahr smawaré g3 &l

The State Council would have the power to inquire into and decide the matter, and record the
outcome against the practitioner’s credentials in the online register.

T URWE & UIT AT S AT ¥ AR 370 W Avhr aa i afFa gefr aur ag afRkoms #r
HieTessT Ioree & RAfthcas & TaATor-ga/dsfienor faavor & favess gof el

Where disciplinary action is recommended by a State Council other than the doctor’s primary
registering council, the action would be reflected in the NMR and automatically updated in the
State register of the council of primary registration.

I Rrfeheqen 1 wraffe Tlteor aRwe & 3T H1$ 3773 Ao TRYE HRMEAcHS HATS
1 FARIfRer FAT §, dF I8 FRATS NMR & gof gl 31 urafies goiieior arely uRve & I
e A Tad: HYST & Sruaf|
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Due diligence
Curbs on surrogate advertising must
avoid regulatory overreach

aharashtra Food and Drug Administra-
M tion (FDA) Commissioner Tukaram

Mundhe’s attempts to disrupt the mar-
keting chain, by targeting the celebrities who
prop up the brand recall of manufacturers’ pro-
ducts, is an encouraging counterpoise to the con-
sumer goods advertising landscape of today. This
landscape has long suffered the consequences of
a gross asymmetry: the person with the persua-
sive power suffers almost none of the economic
downsides of consuming certain goods, a situa-
tion sustained as much by uncritical endorse-
ment as by inequities in the public health-care
system. But the FDA must still prove its suspi-
cions. According to it, Vimal Elaichi — which Shah
Rukh Khan, Ajay Devgn and Tiger Shroff have en-
dorsed — does not have a market identity inde-
pendent of its association with tobacco and that
endorsing it amounts to a surrogate endorsement
of tobacco products. While this seems a reasona-
ble reading of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA) Rules, the Delhi High
Court, in DGHS vs Som Pan Product Pvt. Ltd.
(2024), had held that the state had a responsibil-
ity to prove a case of surrogate advertising. That
is, neither could brand registration alone prove
surrogate advertising nor could the mere exis-
tence of a technically legal product permit a par-
ticular advertisement.

While Mr. Mundhe’s efforts are commendable,
the FDA should follow through with inquiries un-
der COTPA and the Food Safety and Standards
Act 2006 that withstand scrutiny. India bears the
world’s largest burden of oral cancer, and the
FDA is right to treat certain advertisements as un-
fair trade practices with significant consequences
for consumer health. The endorser liability creat-
ed by the Consumer Protection Act 2019, togeth-
er with hefty financial penalties, has also under-
mined celebrities’ ability to invoke ignorance ofa
manufacturer’s intentions as a defence. The
FDA’s decision to have celebrity endorsers ex-
plain their decision-making is a logical extension
of this principle in the domain of enforcement.
The problem exemplified by tobacco also extends
to products making unsubstantiated claims (e.g.,
“boosts immunity™), and educational and finan-
cial products. Unfortunately, India’s regulatory
regime is fragmented across a slew of Acts and
Rules; problematic advertisements often invoke
legal and administrative instruments to draw the
judiciary’s intervention. Penalties or bans in the
FDA’s case could significantly narrow the space
exploited for surrogate advertising. If the FDA
fails to act fairly, however, it could become yet
another example of regulatory overreach that
strengthened the practices it sought to end.

20A8. Due diligence

e Maharashtra Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Commissioner Tukaram Mundhe’s attempts to disrupt the marketing
chain, by targeting the celebrities who prop up the brand recall of
manufacturers’ products, is an encouraging counterpoise to the
consumer goods advertising landscape of today.

HERISE WIed UF iy Jermwet (FDA) o 3geFcd JHRIA HS SarT
fAHTAT31 & 3cUTET ST /18 IgHTeT $! ag1aT & arell §Reaal & fRmar
SATRT TATUTeT ATl T ST A & TATH IToT o STSHIFAT TEI31T &
fa=eT TRged & fIT Ueh ScaTgeiaish Aol hes &

e This landscape has long suffered the consequences of a
gross asymmetry: the person with the persuasive power suffers
almost none of the economic downsides of consuming certain goods,

a situation sustained as much by uncritical endorsement as by
inequities in the public health-care system.

g INGRT old TAA U Teh SR 3rWATTAT & TROMAT & T T &
T caferd & 91 gHTaeTel &1 & oY 3cuTe i FgraT got hr AfFd
Bl €, 38 $T aE]31T o 3UHNIT A gl arel AT geaRomaT 1 SareraT
afl'é'olch{-ﬂo-l TEY 31T UsdT; I8 Ut fSaeT e sreacas sig &
mwmaﬁa?ﬁgé%,mﬁaﬁmmwmmaﬁ

AT T 87
e Butthe FDA must still prove its suspicions.

AfehsT FDA &Y 373ft 8ft 3raer T3t #1 Riger #a g

e According to it, Vimal Elaichi — which Shah Rukh Khan, Ajay
Devgn and Tiger Shroff have endorsed — does not have a market
identity independent of its association with tobacco and that
endorsing it amounts to a surrogate endorsement of tobacco
products.

58 ITAR, e garrh—foraesr aads aeew @i, rery e
3R IR 4T = o §—ah IR & Ul TaAT TgTTe A1Et § S sEh
qaTE A FEY F 3T 81, 3R TR GG A1 daE 3cITel F TN
#HY (surrogate endorsement) 3 AT &

e While this seems a reasonable reading of the Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA) Rules, the Delhi High Court, in

DGHS vs Som Pan Product Pvt. Ltd. (2024), had held that the state had a responsibility to
prove a case of surrogate advertising.

graiier Ig ReRe 3R 37 dars 3eag HfAFRAT# (COTPA) & et it var 3RId samea wedia
BT &, AfreT faeell 3=a =TT ¥ DGHS &1 Som Pan Product Pvt. Ltd. (2024) #Fe &
g AT foh e s & Awe Y gy F3a #1 e tsa fr g

e That s, neither could brand registration alone prove surrogate advertising nor could the mere
existence of a technically legal product permit a particular advertisement.

AT, o AT haol F1S FT GSRIUT e 3T F IRPIE AT I R F ThdT & 3R 8 o
AFART T F A 3c91E F Hfeaca A A fhe faQy fremaer &1 sregafar e @snci 21

e While Mr. Mundhe’s efforts are commendable, the FDA should follow through with inquiries
under COTPA and the Food Safety and Standards Act 2006 that withstand scrutiny.

A A H{e & 9T T4 &, FDA T COTPA 3R @ied FRaT vd Al Jifafazar, 2006 &
e T ST Y 31T ST AT S #anfs 3R At sia-ugarer Y FHIE o7 @ 3
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India bears the world’s largest burden of oral cancer, and the FDA is right to treat certain
advertisements as unfair trade practices with significant consequences for consumer health.

AR H AT FwT F71 faeg F qa@t a9131%7 8, 3R FDA 7 $o fa=i=i i i s
SIGER AT 3T §, FiTeh FoToh STSHIFcl TAELY TR HgedquT gSIRUTH & Fehe! &

The endorser liability created by the Consumer Protection Act 2019, together with hefty
financial penalties, has also undermined celebrities’ ability to invoke ignorance of a
manufacturer’s intentions as a defence.

IUsieraT TR&TOT HTARATA, 2019 garT AUTRT TaRF/TERR A Fareed), 3R o &3 & Ty
fPrerenT, Tl &1 50 gelter &l FAGR I ¢ o 3 fraATar & sl @ =i of 3 3@ 3uat
T & &9 & Tl L Thell 8

The FDA'’s decision to have celebrity endorsers explain their decision-making is a logical
extension of this principle in the domain of enforcement.

FDA garT afafsd et & 3% favir o Y ufshar 1 ¥ase w3t & A g, yada & &1
7 38 Fguid &1 T diféhes fAEaR &

The problem exemplified by tobacco also extends to products making unsubstantiated claims
(e.g., “boosts immunity”), and educational and financial products.

dTE SERT TR FHAEAT 3o7 3cure) ofeh 8 Faecyel giell & St IroaAnforeT &1 a3t 8, SIdy “wfoa
FerdT 87, aUT I TaET dfare 3k faefier 3l 7 of fewrs &gl

Unfortunately, India’s regulatory regime is fragmented across a slew of Acts and Rules;
problematic advertisements often invoke legal and administrative instruments to draw the
judiciary’s intervention.

Wer,m@rmmmmﬁwmmﬁ#ﬁgﬁ;mﬁw
e TfesT weret 3R srermafores amerat o1 WERT ol §, foraes aRomerawy FargatfoeT &
BT T 3TILTRAT 3ce<T Bl

Penalties or bans in the FDA'’s case could significantly narrow the space exploited for
surrogate advertising.

FDA & ATH 7 &2 a1 yfaeer audie faager & fow sea@Te fhT St arer 379’} &Y 1Y 8¢
aF AT T Tha &

If the FDA fails to act fairly, however, it could become yet another example of regulatory
overreach that strengthened the practices it sought to end.

gTaliTeh, Tfe FDA forsqsT w7 & &1 #:36 o fAwa w@ar s, a I8 FarHes rfaerr geaaq
(regulatory overreach) &l Teh 3T 3GTEIUT a1 Hehll &, ToTHal 361 TUT3HT hl FHoTed T e
fSie¢ a8 TATCT FHIAT AT AT

GS Paper Il: International Relations 20 August 2026
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20A8 | Rajnath, Japanese Defence Minister to hold talks today

Ty 3R SAT9TeT & T8I #H3AY 31TeT a1t HLar

20A8 | FM to lead ministerial delegation for key meet in Singapore

farer w5t R # Fgcayet dow & fav afieadiy sfafaf@wsea #1aqqa wEh
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Rajnath, Japanese Defence
Minister to hold talks today

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will hold a bilateral
meeting with his Japanese
counterpart, Shinjiro Koi-
zumi, in New Delhi on
Thursday, with the two
sides expected to discuss
ways to further strengthen
defence and security coop-
eration and enhance stra-
tegic trust in the
Indo-Pacific.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, the Minis-
ters are expected to ex-
change views on deeper
maritime security coopera-
tion and closer collabora-
tion in defence equipment
and technology under the
‘Make in India’ framework,
particularly following Ja-
pan’s revision of its Three
Principles on Transfer of
Defence Equipment and
Technology.

The meeting is also ex-
pected to provide an op-
portunity to identify new
areas of collaboration and
prepare a road map for ad-

Shinjiro Koizumi during a visit to the Navy’s Western Command in
Mumbai. @MODJAPAN_EN

vancing bilateral defence
and security cooperation,
with both countries shar-
ing a vision of a free, open,
resilient and prosperous
Indo-Pacific.

Mr. Koizumi, on his mai-
den visit to India, visited
the Western Naval Com-
mand in Mumbai on Wed-
nesday. He held discus-
sions with the Chief of the
Naval Staff, Admiral Krish-
na Swaminathan, and Flag
Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Western Naval Com-
mand, Vice-Admiral Sanjay

Vatsayan. He also visited
the indigenously built guid-
ed-missile destroyer INS
Chennai.

The two-day visit under-
scores the growing mo-
mentum in India-Japan de-
fence ties and comes
weeks after Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi’s visit to New Delhi
for the Annual Summit
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, where the two
sides agreed to deepen de-
fence and security
cooperation.

20A8. Rajnath, Japanese Defence Minister to hold talks today
TSI 3R SATITeT & T8I FAT 31T arat H3ET

e Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will hold a bilateral meeting with his Japanese counterpart,
Shinjiro Koizumi, in New Delhi on Thursday, with the two sides expected to discuss ways to
further strengthen defence and security cooperation and enhance strategic trust in the Indo-
Pacific.

&t Faft Tty A T5aR 1 77 feeel 7 3ue S Fasher RISRY Figeet & @y afaualy
o Y3, TS el Tail SarT & Ud GI&T AT Y AR AT HIA 2T feg-gerre &7
Turifae faear qee & 39Tt W a4’ fohT STTey T FemaaT g

e According to the Ministry of Defence, the Ministers are expected to exchange views on
deeper maritime security cooperation and closer collaboration in defence equipment and
technology under the ‘Make in India’ framework, particularly following Japan’s revision of its
Three Principles on Transfer of Defence Equipment and Technology.
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AT HATSAT o THR, Slet HAT gt HHAT Y& WeAWT TAT A §1 $13AT &1 o gl W&t
g0l AR FleafarhT & &7 7 317 foiehe TgaeT W TRt &7 3ee-verd 3 ¥&d &, Ay
& { T&TT 39T 09 WigA T & geaianor & aftra Sraret & et Rl 7 s & a1g|
The meeting is also expected to provide an opportunity to identify new areas of collaboration

and prepare a road map for advancing bilateral defence and security cooperation, with both
countries sharing a vision of a free, open, resilient and prosperous Indo-Pacific.

S W HEANT & AT &3 AT IgTeT kol U7 SfaTaf &1 Td GI&T HgAIaT hl 37197 Felet & forw
Ue USAT IR 3 7 3796 3 FAerar 1 37ie B, Fifn 1t Gor e e, ga, et 3
Ay fig-weria & A aReEedsr @d g

Mr. Koizumi, on his maiden visit to India, visited the Western Naval Command in Mumbai on
Wednesday.

A FIFFH 7 A TFA R AT & NI FUAR 1 Has e afvash Jde wawr
e

He held discussions with the Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Krishna Swaminathan, and
Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command, Vice-Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan.

Segiel AT JA7E USfAT oot FarHiarere qur aiReaH AT FATT & FolT A FAIET-
FI-dI% aI3H TSTARS §oIT acara & 91 It |

He also visited the indigenously built guided-missile destroyer INS Chennai.

Iegia Faeeht v ¥ fAfdia AT Rame Redus O INS A1 1 off el Fam)

The two-day visit underscores the growing momentum in India-Japan defence ties and comes
weeks after Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s visit to New Delhi for the Annual
Summit with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, where the two sides agreed to deepen defence
and security cooperation.

g &) feadi I AR -SITITe I8T Hael & dodl afa S 3@ifhd adr & 317 Sratet i geraT
T drhrsd) &1 o5 ool AT & $ Tedle 91 81 T &, S TTHAT g AT & A1 a1f¥en
e Fester & fore g8 o, g0 aRiet at weilh = TaTT vd QAT WedheT I 6 et I FeATcl
EGKEIRIN
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FM to lead ministerial
delegation for key
meet In Singapore

T!e !m!u !ureau

NEW DELHI

Minister of Finance and
Corporate Affairs Nirmala
Sitharaman will lead a mi-
nisterial delegation that
will attend the 4th India-
Singapore Ministerial
Roundtable (ISMR) to be
held on Thursday, the Mi-
nistry of Finance said.

The delegation will also
include Minister of Exter-
nal Affairs S. Jaishankar,
Minister of Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal, and
MoS for Electronics & IT
and Commerce & Industry
Jitin Prasada.

In a separate release,
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry said that Mr.
Goyal would be accompa-
nied by “around 70 senior
business leaders from di-
verse sectors” to streng-
then India-Singapore eco-
nomic and commercial
ties. “The delegation in-
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Nirmala Sitharaman

cludes representatives
from technology, software
and Al, manufacturing and
engineering, infrastruc-
ture and sustainability, fi-
nancial services and Fin-
Tech, healthcare and life
sciences, food and agricul-
ture, logistics, maritime
and trade, and profession-
al services,” the Commerce
Ministry statement said.
The ISMR, established
in 2022, is the apex minis-
terial mechanism for ad-
vancing the India-Singa-
pore Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.

20A8. FM to lead ministerial
delegation for key meet in
Singapore

fae #i R F Fgeayt dow ¥ favw
af el wfafaftsse w1 agea w4h

e Minister of Finance and Corporate
Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman will lead a
ministerial delegation that will attend the 4th
India Singapore Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR)
to be held on Thursday, the Ministry of Finance
said.

e va srafte F1 w5 fAster diaraer s
AR wfafAfRsse &1 Aqea HEM, St
TRAR I IS It arell wheft sRe-fAage
AREIIRT MRS do& (ISMR) F 39797 of9mT, faa
HIATTT oF TG SATARRY &Y

e The delegation will also include
Minister of External Affairs S. Jaishankar,
Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal, and MoS for Electronics & IT and
Commerce & Industry Jitin Prasada.
gfafafaAse # gy 7= va. s, arfosa
Tq egher 7N Ay AT qUT sAFci e T
IT 3k aforsr va 3ghr s w4 fofaw vae
8 enfdrer giet|

e In a separate release, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry said that Mr. Goyal
would be accompanied by “around 70 senior
business leaders from diverse sectors” to
strengthen India-Singapore economic and
commercial ties.

IO Ud 3G HIATST o Ueh 3eldT A &

gl Ton AT Iel & AT “faffiest 8131 & Ferster 70 aftss FRIGHY Aar” 8o, [T 36627 Rd-
Ry snfde ik arforfSas st wt werqa FE g

e “The delegation includes representatives from technology, software and Al, manufacturing
and engineering, infrastructure and sustainability, financial services and FinTech, healthcare
and life sciences, food and agriculture, logistics, maritime and trade, and professional
services,” the Commerce Ministry statement said.

MUY HATET o a1+ & 38R, “gfafafssa # diefaehy, wireaw sk Al, fafastor v
gehforafier, gfaardY gtem va wurofiaar, Rl dard wa FinTech, FareeT @ar e sitae T,
ey U9 FiY, Affoeaa, T 819 vd SATaR aor aw Jarst” & ufafafer anfde g

e The ISMR, established in 2022, is the apex ministerial mechanism for advancing the India-
Singapore Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

2022 % TR ISMR, #R-RAIMYR a9 oo @rierY (Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership) &I 31 dela & forw oY ARFTdT a7 8|
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TRERTHT FOT ATHIOT HUET Yol T @ HTHT

20A8. Transmission constraints threaten India’s renewable energy expansion

“Transmission constraints threaten
India’s renewable energy expansion’

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Insufficient transmission
lines have emerged as a
major obstacle to India’s
rapid expansion of renewa-
ble energy capacity, lead-
ing to many solar power
projects being “curtailed”
during daylight hours, rat-
ing agency ICRA said on
Wednesday. Curtailment
occurs when a power gen-
erator is forced to reduce
or stop producing electrici-
ty due to oversupply and
grid congestion.

Around 37% of renewa-
ble energy capacity at sub-
stations affected by curtail-
ment in the northern,
western, and southern re-
gions operates under a
Temporary General Net-
work Access (T-GNA), and
this capacity faces 30% to
50% curtailment during
the day, ICRA said in a
statement.

T-GNA is a short-term ar-
rangement that allows a re-

Renewable energy will account
for more than 35% of power
generation by 2029-30.

newable energy project to
use available capacity on
the inter-State transmis-
sion system, typically for
periods ranging from a sin-
gle time block to about 11
months. Prolonged T-GNA
use can affect a power sup-
plier’s revenues. ICRA says
projects operating under T-
GNA are particularly vul-
nerable to curtailment,
raising their operational
costs.

In western India, where
about 55% of the affected

capacity was under T-GNA,
peak curtailment reached
8,617 MW as of August 6;
the corresponding figure
for the northern region
was 5,573 MW.

Better infrastructure
Girishkumar Kadam, se-
nior vice-president and
group head of corporate
ratings at ICRA, said at a
press briefing that timely
execution of intra-State
and inter-State transmis-
sion infrastructure, along
with greater storage capac-
ity, would be critical to sus-
taining renewable energy
additions. Apart from
“transmission con-
straints”, the impediments
included delays in firming
Power Purchase Agree-
ments, land acquisition,
and distribution company
finances.

The constraint comes
even as India’s renewable
energy pipeline remains
substantial. ICRA said
more than 150 GW of re-

qRYOT el STET AR F FAdIH0NT FaT [{EaR & v @aw

¢ Insufficient transmission lines have emerged as a major obstacle to India’s rapid expansion of

newable projects were un-
der construction as of June
30 this year. It estimates
that renewable energy, in-
cluding large hydro, will
account for more than 35%
of electricity generation by
the financial year 2029-
2030, compared with 22%
in 2024-2025.

Grid adequacy is key
However, bids for new re-
newable energy projects
have slowed sharply. After
40.6 GW was awarded in
2024-25, awards fell to 14.7
GW in 2025-26 and stood at
4.7 GW through August 10
this year.

ICRA also estimated that
40 GW to 45 GW of capaci-
ty with bids awarded re-
mained without signed
PPAs as of April 2026.

Mr. Kadam said the na-
ture of new biddingis also
changing, with greater fo-
cus on firm and dispatcha-
ble renewable energy
(FDRE) and round-the-
clock (RTC) power.

renewable energy capacity, leading to many solar power projects being “curtailed” during
daylight hours, rating agency ICRA said on Wednesday.

AT IRYUT ATSAT o R T STAhI0NT FaiT &THAT & g TAEAR & Ueh g1 18T T §9 oF
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o g, FoTaeh RUT e o T $3 WR FaAT IRANSTAT3AT T 3G “H# (curtailed)” FAT I3
TET &, eI Tl ICRA & JEraR Y gl |

Curtailment occurs when a power generator is forced to reduce or stop producing electricity
due to oversupply and grid congestion.

FEANT I BT & ST frstel 1 318 3mgfet 3R frs # sfig/araer (grid congestion) & &RoT
TasTel 3cuteeh ol fegd cdTest HH e AT de et & oIt HSTGR glelm Il 1

Around 37% of renewable energy capacity at substations affected by curtailment in the
northern, western, and southern regions operates under a Temporary General Network
Access (T-GNA), and this capacity faces 30% to 50% curtailment during the day, ICRA said in
a statement.

ICRA & Teh 53T H gl Toh 3o, Tivas 3ilv gfaoft et & sderic 3 wenfaa geaeea )
e ANFIONT FSAT &THAT FT AT 37% SFIRA AT Acas TFAH (T-GNA) & dgd
Hanford 81T § 31 30 &7HaT & e & 3T 30% ¥ 50% dF FHEANCT T TTHAT el 93T ¢ |

T-GNA is a short-term arrangement that allows a renewable energy project to use available
capacity on the inter-State transmission system, typically for periods ranging from a single
time block to about 11 months.

T-GNA U& Ieuaiiae caaedT &, 511 ol Aol ST IR FT HaR-TA T TRYor
YOTTelY 3 3UCIST &THCT hT 3TN e hT ITTAT Sl &; VAT : SHAT AT Uk TIHHA sclieh @
AHT T 11 AT b BT 61

Prolonged T-GNA use can affect a power supplier's revenues.

T-GNA & &id HHY deh 31T frsrelt 3myfderat & erea wt genfaa w7 genar g |

ICRA says projects operating under T-GNA are particularly vulnerable to curtailment, raising
their operational costs.

ICRA & 38R, T-GNA & dgd HaTfard IRANSTATE Féasie F gfar Ry w7 § ddeerefier e €,
forady 37hr Rt dRTe 93 ST Bl

In western India, where about 55% of the affected capacity was under T-GNA, peak
curtailment reached 8,617 MW as of August 6; the corresponding figure for the northern
region was 5,573 MW.

gfRas Y 9 &, STET Tefaa &THAT ST JT9T313T 55% T-GNA & dgd 2T, 98l 6 39TEd deh 31ThdH
FEaHT 8,617 MW a%q'g*amn 399 &7 H Ig 3Tehar 5,573 MW 21|

Better infrastructure — Sga¥ gfaardY arer

Girishkumar Kadam, senior vice-president and group head of corporate ratings at ICRA, said
at a press briefing that timely execution of intra-State and inter-State transmission
infrastructure, along with greater storage capacity, would be critical to sustaining renewable
energy additions.

ICRA # HituRe 17w & aftes surewret ik wofg wog@ FRRFAR Fiear o T 9 sifthar # wer
o srav-Tedt 3R sadisi arwor giAardt 2R 1 e ax o, |y € iR St siEwor
&THAT, TN ST &TACT F Fefe &l TT0 WA & foIT Hgeaqot g

Apart from “transmission constraints”, the impediments included delays in firming Power
Purchase Agreements, land acquisition, and distribution company finances.

“qRor et ATt & rorar, 3w arensit 7 Rega @G wwslal (PPAs) F sfow wr i
&d, s1f3r arferareor ik Raor Fufert Air R Reafer enfdrer o)

The constraint comes even as India’s renewable energy pipeline remains substantial.

g 1T VW HT H THT 3718 § S IR ST AdNRI0NT AT TRAVSTT34T Y qrsaerge 3red off
HTET ST B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page48



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

ICRA said more than 150 GW of renewable projects were under construction as of June 30
this year.

ICRA & gl 7o 58 a¥ 30 ST & 150 GW & 31Tl ardtenioiir et aRatsremy fasfomefier of |

It estimates that renewable energy, including large hydro, will account for more than 35% of
electricity generation by the financial year 2029-2030, compared with 22% in 2024-2025.

ICRA &7 31TATT & 7o 98t Srerfaegd aRAterasit afte adtewtofa s<it faw af 2029-30 @& Fe
ool 3cutea & 35% W 3f® 6 FTAery IWef, Fafh 2024-25 7 75 FXASRY 22% 2|

Grid adequacy is key — fars #r qafcqar Agcaqor &

However, bids for new renewable energy projects have slowed sharply.
gTeliTeh, 71 ARV FaiT TRASTA3T & forv aifeal/AResit Fr v & 39 fREe 31 8

After 40.6 GW was awarded in 2024-25, awards fell to 14.7 GW in 2025-26 and stood at 4.7
GW through August 10 this year.

2024-25 & 40.6 GW FI aRAS0 3mafed frT S & 91, 2025-26 & Ig 31iahsT gea 14.7
GW g 317 3R 37 ¥ 10 319Ed d% 4.7 GW IgT|

ICRA also estimated that 40 GW to 45 GW of capacity with bids awarded remained without
signed PPAs as of April 2026.

ICRA & I 871 31T TeT ST {3 3ri¥er 2026 F 40-45 GW &THT arell ¥t TR, 5w
St 3rdfed shr ST geht 2, fthe ot geameiRa PPAs & fam 2|

Mr. Kadam said the nature of new bidding is also changing, with greater focus on firm and
dispatchable renewable energy (FDRE) and round-the-clock (RTC) power.

#t e o el b A QY UFhaT T TawT 3 a5 a1 &, Torae vt va FReee Adiwoiy Far
(FDRE) 31X aldiaY g (RTC) ferell ux 318 eamet fear 5 @t &1
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Revolving credit key tool for rural wealth creation
JGS ll: Economy: Inclusive Growh |

Santosh V. Perumal
CHENNAI

Revolving credit, one of In-
dia’s finest tools for finan-
cial inclusion, has been
able to make deep inroads
for creating sustainable ru-
ral wealth, but rising risks
of debt recycling made Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
skeptical.

For rural India, where
income is majorly seasonal
and contributes 46% to
50% of gross domestic pro-
duct, revolving credit be-
came an important com-
ponent and shield against
financial shocks as well as
informal loan sharks.

Structural rigidity in the
formal credit framework
led to mismatch in cash-
flow needs of farmers, who
incur expenses on seeds,
fertilisers, labour and irri-
gation months ahead of in-
come stream . Revolving
credit bridges this gap by
providing liquidity as re-
quired. This led to the
emergence of Kisan Credit
Card (KCC), overdraft facil-
ities, self-help group (SHG)
credit lines, microfinance-
linked loans and of late in-
creasingly digital credit
products (which is now a
cause of concern).

The role of revolving
credit extends beyond the
farm sector. Rural micro-
enterprises depend on
flexible working capital.
SHG-bank linkage pro-
grammes, supported by
NABARD, have created one
of the world's largest com-
munity-based credit eco-

systems. The spread of for-
mal rural finance has risen
significantly, showing a ris-
ing share of rural house-
holds accessing institution-
al credit channels like KCC.

Financial buffer
Anormal term loan is sanc-
tioned once and repaid in
fixed instalments, but in
revolving credit, which
comes with a pre-approved
credit limit, borrowers can
draw, repay and reuse. It is
like a financial buffer, al-
lowing households, farm-
ers and small entrepre-
neurs manage short-term
cash needs, emergencies,
and income fluctuations
without applying for a
fresh loan each time. A
prominent form of revolv-
ing credit in the rural areas
was the KCC scheme, intro-
duced in 199899 . Over
time, it expanded beyond
crop cultivation to allied
activities such as dairy,
fisheries and animal hus-
bandry.

Latest data suggest that
more than 7.72 crore KCCs
are active nationwide, with
outstanding loans of about
%10.2 lakh crore, majority
of the beneficiaries being
small and  marginal
farmers.

For the lenders, revolv-
ing credit products are
strategically attractive as
they provide recurring in-
come streams and better
utilisation of existing credit
infrastructure, as well as
higher returns on assets
through repeated usage,
but unchecked expansion

Making inroads: NBFCs have emerged as a pillar of last-mile credit

delivery where traditional banks face challenges. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

may increase delinquen-
cies and capital require-
ments; implying profitabil-
ity when managed with
strong risk controls.

Untapped potential
Finding the vast untapped
potential and higher yield
(as small-ticket unsecured
revolving loans generally
carry higher interest rates
on higher risk), NBFCs
(non-banking finance com-
panies) have largely ex-
panded revolving credit
through consumer credit
lines, digital loans, mer-
chant finance, MSME
working-capital loans and
fintech partnerships.
NBFCs have emerged as
an important pillar of In-
dia’s last-mile credit deliv-
ery, particularly in rural
and semi-urban areas
where traditional banks
face challenges due to high
transaction costs, lack of
collateral and information
asymmetry. Per the latest
data, there are more than
9,000 registered NBFCs

operating in India, with
vast majority in the Base
Layer category, having ov-
erall outstanding credit of
%5861 lakh crore by
mid-2026.

The rural credit foot-
print of NBFCs is largely
driven by microfinance in-
stitutions (MFIs), gold loan
companies, vehicle finan-
ciers, MSME and small-tick-
et retail lenders. Agricul-
ture remains a relatively
small component of overall
NBFC lending .

The portfolio outstand-
ing (POS) of the microfi-
nance sector, comprising
players such as NBFC-MFIs
and small finance banks,
stood at ¥2.77 lakh crore as
at March-end 2026 com-
pared to ¥3.35 lakh a year
earlier and ¥3.78 lakh crore
as at March-end 2024.

The essence

The RBI's attempt to res-
trict the revolving credit of-
fered by NBFCs shows its
legitimate concern as the
regulatory body needs to

tread a delicate balance
between financial inclu-
sion and financial stability.

To bring clarity, the RBL
is proposing amendment
as it defines ‘term loan’
and ‘revolving credit’ for
the first time. A term loan
can be disbursed in one or
more tranches, but repay-
ment must follow a fixed
schedule. Once repaid, the
credit limit cannot be res-
tored or reused. Any facili-
ty that does not meet this
definition will be treated as
revolving credit, which
NBFCs can no longer offer.

Rising concerns around
unsecured retail credit and
potential debt cycles rath-
er prompted RBI to seek
amendments. KCC and
such other instruments are
essential for growth, but
unchecked and easy acces-
siblity through digital plat-
forms and consumer fi-
nance channels could pose
more vulnerabilities. The
NBFC-MFIs have been
among the largest provid-
ers of unsecured loans. Ac-
cording to SIDBI-Equifax
report, total microfinance
POS fell by about 17% YoY
to ¥2.77 lakh crore by
March 2026 and the top
five states (Bihar, U.P., Ta-
mil Nadu, West Bengal and
Karnataka) account for
57% of total POS .

Debt e

Apprehensive of ever-
greening, RBI repeatedly
flagged the rapid growth of
unsecured retail credit,
particularly through fin-
tech-NBFC partnerships,

offering high-risk loan pro-
ducts as revolving credit .
The latest Economic Sur-
vey acknowledges the
NBFC's critical role in in-
clusion but warned that
unchecked expansion can
weaken household balance
sheets. The RBI remained
skeptical of certain forms
of revolving credit offered
by non-bank entities, par-
ticularly where repayment
patterns mask household
indebtedness.

The RBI's concerns
were not only on thin
boundary between lending
and technology but also on
that technology has made
borrowing easier and fas-
ter than financial disci-
pline. Multiple borrowings
through various apps and
lack of due diligence have
elevated risks. Some digital
platforms relied on algo-
rithms and alternative data
without sufficient assess-
ment of repayment
capacity.

Unlike farm or business
revolving credit, many dig-
ital credit lines financed
consumption . A blanket
restriction may be counter-
productive as the MFI
space has historically been
underserved and lending
muted on asset quality
pressures and limited
funding access. The policy
challenge is to identify cre-
dit that helps in income
generation as excessive
regulatory tightening may
push borrowers back to-
wards informal lenders,
defeating the purpose of fi-
nancial inclusion.

20A8. Revolving credit key tool for rural wealth creation
qRETHT FOT ATHIOT HIET Forel HT TG HTErT

e Revolving credit, one of India’s finest tools for financial inclusion, has been able to make deep
inroads for creating sustainable rural wealth, but rising risks of debt recycling made Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) skeptical.

aReTH FOT (Revolving Credit), Sit 87Re # et wamaere & yog@ A&l & & wh 8, ez
TN FUET & FoTel & TGS TFoh TET Seled # TPl TET &, olfehe] HOT & TeraishoT (debt
recycling) & S SNTEHAT & HRAT ReTd &F (RBI) FT 30F I 3mRifhrd w2 AT §|

e For rural India, where income is majorly seasonal and contributes 46% to 50% of gross
domestic product, revolving credit became an important component and shield against
financial shocks as well as informal loan sharks.

ATHACT HR H, STeT 3T FEAT: AR gl § 3R FeeT B 3cTe; 7 46% & 50% T 1eTeTe
Y &, TRPTE F0T farelra gresht T Fretaamier HEHRY & GI&T FeTed el dTell Teh Hgea ol
|TET e 30T

e Structural rigidity in the formal credit framework led to mismatch in cash flow needs of
farmers, who incur expenses on seeds, fertilisers, labour and irrigation months ahead of
income stream.

3NIETe FOT STTEAT T FIAATCHS FORT 3 HRUT ThATT bl sTehe,l TaTg T ITTeThaT3iT
R 3T 3111 o ST 3RETTT et £S5, SFaifen Fohartt Y fter, 34X, 4 X Reé o) 3mar
YIS Bl & S HElY Tgel 81 T Yal 95l 8

e Revolving credit bridges this gap by providing liquidity as required.
AREATEAT FOT HTARThATTHR AT ST FIAFT $H I HI qIear g
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This led to the emergence of Kisan Credit Card (KCC), overdraft facilities, self-help group
(SHG) credit lines, microfinance linked loans and of late increasingly digital credit products
(which is now a cause of concern).

S HROT frwTe Hf3T 18 (KCC), JHravgioe FlauTd, Fad werar §eg (SHG) #1 #or giaeny,
W#@wwmémﬁﬁﬁmmwmwmgm IRl
frar &1 fawr off 57 T €1

The role of revolving credit extends beyond the farm sector.

aRGRIAT F0T 1 AT FRY 8T F 3mat o g )

Rural microenterprises depend on flexible working capital.

ITHT GEA 35T el FRiefer goit X AR e

SHG-bank linkage programmes, supported by NABARD, have created one of the world’s
largest community-based credit ecosystems.

NABARD &aRT HAfd SHG-d foidst Friw#AT o1 gferdm o Tadl 93 FHEH - For
ai et &=t 1 @ vep o7 foraHor fram g

The spread of formal rural finance has risen significantly, showing a rising share of rural
households accessing institutional credit channels like KCC.

3itgaRe arior T 1 T9R ScaE@ T &9 A 967 &, TS99 I8 IdT Ieidr g fh KCC oy
FEATTE FOT ATEAAT Teh T TG aTel AT IRERT 7 3797 5 T8 &1

Financial buffer
ﬁ?htrgwmm

A normal term loan is sanctioned once and repaid in fixed instalments, but in revolving credit,
which comes with a pre-approved credit limit, borrowers can draw, repay and reuse.

T AIHAY FEfd T (term loan) Teh IR Tl T ST § 3R AT feheit 7 gepram Sirer
¢, STafer aferret FoT, Tores ugel & Feliehd o1 MAT B §, H SURAT T fovawrer @har &,
THT FHAT § N To7: 3TN FT FHhe1 8

It is like a financial buffer, allowing households, farmers and small entrepreneurs manage
short-term cash needs, emergencies, and income fluctuations without applying for a fresh
loan each time.

Ig Ueh ol GRaT shae 1 kg &, S IRaRT, Rt 3R Sl 3egfAal I g3 R T %07 &
T 3de forT faT 3reqehIfare dAdd! 3maeahdrsit, 3mard feufaat 3l 3w & sar-aeE &
JeT el H HaTH o115 |

A prominent form of revolving credit in the rural areas was the KCC scheme, introduced in
1998-99.

ATAOT &A1 H TR RUT T Teh JHW T KCC AT 8T &, TS 1998-99 # & foham 1 7|

Over time, it expanded beyond crop cultivation to allied activities such as dairy, fisheries and
animal husbandry.

A & WY GHHT [AEAR Bl ScdTeeT A T dgeh 3T, HeFT Irelet 3R geareret Sidl Faeer
afafaferar o g3l
Latest data suggest that more than 7.72 crore KCCs are active nationwide, with outstanding

loans of about ¥10.2 lakh crore, majority of the beneficiaries being small and marginal
farmers.

ANTATH JHTehst o IHTAR, MR A 7.72 FAF F AfUF KCC AfhT & 3R g7 IX o918797 210.2
A FNZ T THAT HOT8; Fo11 Jfeenier oremelt ong 3 i framer &1

For the lenders, revolving credit products are strategically attractive as they provide recurring
income streams and better utilisation of existing credit infrastructure, as well as higher returns

on assets through repeated usage, but unchecked expansion may increase delinquencies
and capital requirements; implying profitability when managed with strong risk controls.
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RUTETI3T o ferT TRsh1e H0T 3cute; I0THATceh ¥ & 37Tehveh &, FiTeh d faa 3mr & |,
FHISeT #0T JIAATET ST T qgeR 3UANIT TAUT IR-IR 3TN o AegH & IRefert o1 e
STl YeT il &; dHfehel AT faER $garaTet Ia 3R it ATaRIFaratt 1 a1 Hehall &,
3T AT SITYH TATTOT & T &1 STl elrervedr JiATRad i S Fehcll &1

Untapped potential
AIGFd &THAT

Finding the vast untapped potential and higher yield (as small-ticket unsecured revolving
loans generally carry higher interest rates on higher risk), NBFCs (non-banking finance
companies) have largely expanded revolving credit through consumer credit lines, digital
loans, merchant finance, MSME working-capital loans and fintech partnerships.

far=Ter srorgener rara 3R 31Tl afarer I C@ gr—aFaifer oI TR aTel 3rRTaTT TREHEAY
FOT 9T 318 SN & FROT T 3178 sa7eT &¥ gidr d—I-dher e Fufaat
(NBFCs) ¥ 3usilerdt 50T @113, f3foieer #otl, Adde fam, MSME Frfefter gaft %ot 31X e
ASIERAY & AT ¥ IR FoT FT 93 Y9 W [Ear Far g

NBFCs have emerged as an important pillar of India’s last-mile credit delivery, particularly in
rural and semi-urban areas where traditional banks face challenges due to high transaction
costs, lack of collateral and information asymmetry.

NBFCs R # 3ifaisr SR ae %0T UgaTal Y sqaET H T Ageaqor Faisr seaien 33740 ¢,
farIwent arreioT 3R 3re-2redy a¥aT &, STel IRUR e dohi hT 3T AeT-aeT AT, HUTRd hY Falt
3R e Rrwarar S YeAlfordt 1 HHeAT AT IS |

Per the latest data, there are more than 9,000 registered NBFCs operating in India, with vast
majority in the Base Layer category, having overall outstanding credit of ¥58.61 lakh crore by
mid-2026.

ANTIH st & IHTAR, IR # 9,000 & AT Ysfigher NBFCs X &, foieTal arfershier a&
AT AN A § 3R TThT ool ShTIT RUT 2026 & HET dF T58.61 T FI15 UT|

The rural credit footprint of NBFCs is largely driven by microfinance institutions (MFIs), gold
loan companies, vehicle financiers, MSME and small-ticket retail lenders.

ATHAOT KT &7 F NBFCs I 3URRUT HET: ABHIGRAY GEATA1 (MFls), Mes et Fafaat,
aTget faTeTansit, MSME Horgranait AR a¥éY Uiy arer e Foraransit cany denfor &
Agriculture remains a relatively small component of overall NBFC lending.

$T HOT, NBFCs GaRT iU STTeT dTel ref F0T T &S BIET T 11 g3 & |

The portfolio outstanding (POS) of the microfinance sector, comprising players such as
NBFC-MFIs and small finance banks, stood at ¥2.77 lakh crore as at March-end 2026
compared to %3.35 lakh a year earlier and %3.78 lakh crore as at March-end 2024.

ABHIBIEAT & T NEBAT FHRT (POS), fSTH NBFC-MFIs 3R Tl BIg-d s S
HEUTST AMTHA &, AT 2026 & 3T H T2.77 A FUS AT, TP Teh I¥ Ugol Ig 3.35 oG IS
3R ART 2024 & 37T F ¥3.78 9 FUS AT

The essence
Aol T

The RBI's attempt to restrict the revolving credit offered by NBFCs shows its legitimate
concern as the regulatory body needs to tread a delicate balance between financial inclusion
and financial stability.

NBFCs aRT f&u STet arel aiRehY 0T &6l WA &3et &1 RBI &7 9 38 3d fidr sr
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=il B, Fifen forarersn wewr @ fdr gamaerer ik R faar & i args @qae s=m

TEAT 31T &

To bring clarity, the RBI is proposing amendment as it defines ‘term loan’ and ‘revolving
credit’ for the first time.

TISCAT oY & foIT RBI G 3T YEATT o T&T &, Fordeh dgd Jgel s) ‘@1afer or 3T
‘g =or S aReTa T ST wr g

A term loan can be disbursed in one or more tranches, but repayment must follow a fixed
schedule.

|rafer %7 v a1 it freat 7 faaRa o s gedr 8, Afthe 3@ geefarare Afvea
FAT-FRON & 37TAR gl T80

Once repaid, the credit limit cannot be restored or reused.

Teh IR GV STt o S FOT HAT Y YeT: TGTel AT YeT: ITANT g1 ohT ST HeboeT|

Any facility that does not meet this definition will be treated as revolving credit, which NBFCs
can no longer offer.

SiY oY iaeT 8 TRSTST I G 8T FIAY, 38 TREAHY FoT ATAT ST, 5 NBFCs 31 9T w7gT
HT GohalT|

Rising concerns around unsecured retail credit and potential debt cycles rather prompted RBI
to seek amendments.

Sfceh JYITRIT GeT FOT A HATTAT FOT Tohi bl lehd Tacll I3 o RBI T T T AT
F & Torw aRa |

KCC and such other instruments are essential for growth, but unchecked and easy
accessibility through digital platforms and consumer finance channels could pose more
vulnerabilities.

KCC 3t ¥ 31 |rerer anfde R & fore smaeas €, oferat Bfoiee coewie 3k susierar
faa AregAT & IRT st srfaafa it smarT sueretar 31fUs FARAT Yar H ahdr gl
The NBFC-MFIs have been among the largest providers of unsecured loans.

NBFC-MFIs 3rgRfara #vil & ¥a¥ a3 yaransit 3 anfae @ ¢ |

According to SIDBI-Equifax report, total microfinance POS fell by about 17% YoY to %2.77
lakh crore by March 2026 and the top five states (Bihar, U.P., Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and
Karnataka) account for 57% of total POS.

SIDBI-Equifax RYIE & 38R, A 2026 e Fel ATSHIBIZAH POS H HIel-&I-Hlel SIS
17% Fr fRrae 33 3R Ig 22.77 9@ T I8 AT P MY 9T ToT—AER, 3o e,
afdarg, aiRas Fome 3R FAleF—Hel POS &1 57% T W@ B

Debt evergreening

FOT T TGN fo1ar

Apprehensive of evergreening, RBI repeatedly flagged the rapid growth of unsecured retail
credit, particularly through fintech-NBFC partnerships, offering high-risk loan products as
revolving credit.

m%uﬂﬁﬁeﬁrm@raﬁé&ﬁy%@m—mwﬁaqmw%;ﬁﬁwﬁ
FafEaa frar €, v &9 & fharesh-NBFC TTSigIRAY & ATET# I, S8l 3o WA dTel F0T
3cUTET ST TREhIHT FUT & &7 & 0T fhar ST @ 8l

The latest Economic Survey acknowledges the NBFC’s critical role in inclusion but warned
that unchecked expansion can weaken household balance sheets.

AT JTfdF Fdaror NBFCs T faeiia FATAL H AgcaqoT AT T TR &l &, AHfehe]
AT &dT ¢ b Afafa farar aRary $1 fadr Rufa # FaeR FRaFarg|

The RBI remained skeptical of certain forms of revolving credit offered by non-bank entities,
particularly where repayment patterns mask household indebtedness.
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RBI IR-afshar HEAT37T SaRT fGT STe aTel F& TR & IReRTHT F0T & ufcl meiferd 9= e, fae
® § qgT STeT FoAsfaranrer & Yot aRant & arafas Forreaar F #1 fa §

o The RBI's concerns were not only on thin boundary between lending and technology but also
on that technology has made borrowing easier and faster than financial discipline.

RBI &1 RIaTC dhaer #or &t 3 sten i & dvar eferelt gl Hiw o @iffia 781 off, afeansw
SITeT Y e 87 2 o e favehT o Farelvar aregemmarer Y vt & 3UR A 3ty st AR A
eI AT

e Multiple borrowings through various apps and lack of due diligence have elevated risks.
TafPes To & ATETH & THIflT FHOT AT 3R FARAT SFra-ggare (due diligence) T 38T
@AY r 52T & 8|

o Some digital platforms relied on algorithms and alternative data without sufficient assessment
of repayment capacity.

T f3fSTee Coehia o JeTs{araTeT &THdT T TAicd 3Tehele fhT e venfew 3t dwfeas
g ] foveRar feas|

e Unlike farm or business revolving credit, many digital credit lines financed consumption.
S I1 TaETie G #oT & faulid, 3 RBforeer For danait F1 suahr 3usier & fadiyor
& fore foram arm|

e A blanket restriction may be counterproductive as the MFI space has historically been
underserved and lending muted on asset quality pressures and limited funding access.

SATYF T Yiciepel TRUTH & HehdT &, Fifeh MFI 817 UTagTifes ®9 & &3 a1 9o &1 61 &
3R o oTae Heie garal T AT faecivor age & HRoT For faeRor gge & e @1
gl

e The policy challenge is to identify credit that helps in income generation as excessive
regulatory tightening may push borrowers back towards informal lenders, defeating the
purpose of financial inclusion.

aAferarer ol Q@ For At TEATT FIAT & S AT ForeT A FTIAT FIAT &Y, FiTh Hcafrs
AR SHORAT FURSAT3T I AT & et Forerdamsit ¥ 30T el Tohdl & 3R 3T
TR FaelT TR & 3682 Y Fwe X TRl &

GS Paper I11: Environment 20 August 2026
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20A8

If solar irrigation is over-drawing groundwater, it’s being done wrong

Ife G =TS oorer 71 3rcafas gt FT W &, At 3/ Taa adia ¥ o] fvam S @ 8
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If solar irrigation is over-drawing
groundwater, it’s being done wrong

Over the past five years, India’s agricultural solar programme, PM-KUSUM, has installed over 2.5 million solar pumps, making them affordable through

subsidies; as the govt. prepares PM-KUSUM 2.0, the challenge is to advance the clean energy transition without continuing to over-exploit groundwater

Mo!amma! Faiz !lam

Alok Sikka

‘ ‘ olar irrigation will worsen
the groundwater crisis.”

s This concern is raised in

most discussions about the
rapid spread of solar irrigation in India —
where heavily subsidised or free
electricity has led to unsustainable
groundwater abstraction, contributing to
falling water tables, depleting aquifers,
and growing fiscal burdens on energy
utilities.

Thus, with solar irrigation offering
almost free power and no incentive to
limit pumping, farmers may draw ever
more groundwater.

However, there are three gaps in this
framing that one should consider. First,
the current debate often treats solar
irrigation as a single model - typically a
farmer operating a standalone solar
pump with no incentive to conserve
water.

In reality, solar irrigation models come
in different shapes and sizes differentiated
by design, ownership structure, and
pricing incentives, all of which influence
groundwater-related outcomes.

Dependence on model

For example, grid-connected solar
models that allow farmers to sell surplus
solar electricity back to the grid provides
incentives for efficient water use.
Evidence from Gujarat’s Suryashakti Kisan
Yojana (SKY) scheme, where
approximately 100 agricultural feeders
were transitioned to solar energy, shows
that solar farmers had significantly slower
growth in energy consumption and
irrigation application than non-solar
farmers, indicating more sustainable
water use.

The SKY scheme offered around ¥7 per
unit of energy as a feed-in-tariff, creating a
meaningful incentive to conserve
electricity and export energy. And by
exporting energy, farmers earned an
average of roughly 321,900 annually,
effectively transforming them from
energy consumers to energy producers.

Similarly, in Bangladesh, in the most
common solar model — called the
fee-for-service centralised solar model —
pump owners have earned revenue by
supplying water to multiple farmers
within a fixed command area. This model
showed that farmers who used solar
irrigation did not apply more water than
farmers who used diesel for irrigation
even though solar irrigation was 20-30%
cheaper.

This is because excessive irrigation by
one farmer reduced the operator’s ability
to serve others, making the efficient and
equitable use of groundwater for
irrigation imperative for businesses
looking to become financially sustainable.

So the real question is not whether
solar irrigation is inherently good or bad
for groundwater but what kind of solar
irrigation model is deployed, where, and
with what incentives.

Even for standalone off-grid pumps
under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam Utthan Mahabhiyan
(PM-KUSUM), there is evidence that solar
pump utilisation — and the extent to
which it replaces diesel versus grid
electricity use — varies widely with
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Solar irrigation models come in different shapes and sizes differentiated by design, ownership structure, and pricing incentives, all of which influence

lated outcomes. GETTY

installed capacity, the water table’s depth,
and years of operating experience.

Diverse outcomes

Second, the current debate treats energy
as the only factor determining
groundwater outcomes, discounting the
impact of local hydrogeology and
agriculture. Evidence shows solar
irrigation impact on farmers’ irrigation
behaviour is shaped by local
hydrogeology, cropping patterns,
marginal returns to irrigation, and soil
type, among other factors.

In regions with hard-rock aquifers with
limited water storage capacity, and
rainfed cropping, where each additional
unit of irrigation water yields high
marginal benefits, water use changed
little between solar and non-solar uses
(regardless of the energy source in the
latter case). This diversity in outcomes
must be central to policy design.

In regions such as Punjab and Haryana,
where irrigation is already widespread
and dominated by water-intensive crops
like rice and wheat, there is little scope to
expand irrigated area, making it unlikely
that solar irrigation will drive further
groundwater over-exploitation.

The key question in such regions is not
whether solar threatens groundwater, but
whether it can make water, energy, and
food systems more sustainable. Replacing
subsidised fossil-fuel electricity with
grid-connected solar can reduce subsidy
costs, lower emissions, and encourage
more efficient water and energy use.

On the other hand, Eastern India
presents a different picture where
irrigation expansion has been constrained
more by access to energy than to water.
Large areas remain rainfed, with farmers
facing high diesel costs and unreliable
power for irrigation. In such regions, solar
irrigation can meaningfully improve
agricultural productivity and climate
resilience.

This shows solar irrigation policy, as it

DCKPHOTO

relates to groundwater, should follow a
differentiated regional approach,
reflected in context-specific deployment
of solar irrigation models, paired with
stronger groundwater monitoring and
adaptive management to catch emerging
stress early.

Emissions, subsidy burdens

A third limitation is when solar irrigation
is evaluated in a silo, either as a water or
energy intervention, when its
consequences span water, energy, and
food. For example, groundwater
irrigation in India is estimated to generate
between 45-62 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide a year. Agricultural electricity
subsidies across States amount to over

1 lakh crore a year. Solar irrigation can
reduce both emissions and subsidy
burdens.

Estimates from Gujarat suggest each
grid-connected solar farmer offsets
approximately 12.3 tonnes of CO: annually
through on-farm solar use and electricity
exported to the grid while subsidies
covered nearly one-fourth of government
investments within the first two years.
Scaled across India’s more than 25 million
agricultural pumps, the mitigation and
fiscal implications are substantial. Thus,
the question we should be asking is not
whether solar irrigation will worsen
groundwater risks but how best solar
irrigation can be deployed to maximise its
benefits.

Expanding access

Over the past five years, India’s
agricultural solar programme,
PM-KUSUM, has installed over 2.5 million
solar pumps, making them affordable for
smallholder farmers through subsidies. As
the government prepares PM-KUSUM 2.0,
the challenge is to advance the clean
energy transition without worsening the
country’s already over-exploited
groundwater. In water-stressed regions,

!

either through individual pumps or by
making entire agricultural feeders go
solar. Ideally, both models should reward
farmers for saving water while helping
energy distribution companies (DISCOMs)
transition to clean energy.

However, the current approach of
paying farmers to save water by selling
surplus electricity to the grid has seen
limited uptake. Feeder-level transitions to
solar energy has performed better, but in
its current form does little to change
pumping behaviour. Both models
therefore need to be refined.

The individual pump model requires
simpler grid connection procedures and
attractive buyback prices that reflect the
local value of water and crops. DISCOMs
should also be incentivised to support it.
Feeder-level transition to solar energy,
meanwhile, should be paired with
water-saving incentives to reduce both
water and energy use, not just benefit
DISCOMs. These could include support
for micro-irrigation and direct cash
I for reduced pumping, similar
to Punjab’s ‘Pani Bachao, Paisa Kamao’
and Haryana’s ‘Mera Pani Meri Virasat’
schemes.

That said, where farmers still lack
reliable irrigation, the priority is
expanding access rather than saving
water. Standalone solar pumps should
therefore remain the preferred option in
areas with limited irrigation, poor grid
access, and low groundwater risk. Rather
than focusing on individual ownership,
greater emphasis should be placed on
scaling them through water-user
associations, water-selling entrepreneurs,
and farmer cooperatives in India’s most
irrigation-deprived regions.

(Mohammad Faiz Alam is senior regional
researcher at International Water
Management Institute and Alok Sikka is an
emeritus scientist and former country
representative - India and Bangladesh at

grid-connected solar can be ded

International Water M Institute.)

20A8. If solar irrigation is over-drawing groundwater, it’s being done wrong

e W R sqarer &1 srcaftre arear w3 W@ €, Y 3 arerar i & oy, o s T B
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“Solar irrigation will worsen the groundwater crisis.”

A TS 875Ter Here aht 3T 378 et S

This concern is raised in most discussions about the rapid spread of solar irrigation in India —
where heavily subsidised or free electricity has led to unsustainable groundwater abstraction,
contributing to falling water tables, depleting aquifers, and growing fiscal burdens on energy
utilities.

9RT # G &S & aoit ¥ TATAR FF o g1t arell 31fhrer T3t & Ig Riar saad & St
E—ST61 3TcaTereh ATewst aTel AT AT farsTelt o IrAURONRT $7aTer SYget hl Tgrar e &, foraeh
ARUTHETET $farel T A fARrae, Sterspat (Aquifers) mmm%ﬁmﬁmﬁrwm?ﬂ

TR 93T ST T [Fer B

Thus, with solar irrigation offering almost free power and no incentive to limit pumping,
farmers may draw ever more groundwater.

58 Yo, A FHETS SaRT a1 Ter HeF farsrelt 3uerets glet 3R dftfar bl AT et o v g
SICHTgT of Bt & HROT fohdlled SIMAR TR FHTAT H STl HT AlgeT < Tehel ¢ |

However, there are three gaps in this framing that one should consider.

glellfeh, 30 gTSeantor 7 cfiet 4l AT § foe ax fa o simerr =nfge)

First, the current debate often treats solar irrigation as a single model — typically a farmer
operating a standalone solar pump with no incentive to conserve water.

U, I 969 & 3R G RErE F v ) Afsd & FT & WM AT §—37HAR W TqT Asel
ST foraTe v Tadaa W 99 Td1foid HXdT § 3R 38 UI STel TXETUT & folv &his Uicarget el
graT|

In reality, solar irrigation models come in different shapes and sizes differentiated by design,
ownership structure, and pricing incentives, all of which influence groundwater-related
outcomes.

areda H, G s & Avse [affiesr wat 3R 3Rt 7 819 §, S fBeisa, Tarfaca wwgen 3k
HeT-fAUROT WcATgal & TR 9T 37oM@7-37el9T 81l & T I He $oTel § Helferd TRUTAT Y
ganfad ad g

Dependence on model

Alsd W fear

For example, grid-connected solar models that allow farmers to sell surplus solar electricity
back to the grid provides incentives for efficient water use.

3eTeRuT & fore, frs & 3wk Alsar, St vt st sfaRerd | arsTely r arog frs & sre &
ITAT ol €, TR STel IRV & FoIT g Tere it 2 |

Evidence from Gujarat’s Suryashakti Kisan Yojana (SKY) scheme, where approximately 100
agricultural feeders were transitioned to solar energy, shows that solar farmers had
significantly slower growth in energy consumption and irrigation application than non-solar
farmers, indicating more sustainable water use.

oI <1 AT RraTeT FhetaT (SKY) & wred @re, TSrae S9Te1aT 100 Hi¥ st 1 @R St
# aRafda forar 3 o, geia & 6 IR a7 1 3uater et arer foramet & AR-aR fram=r
oIl 7 Fait @ud R TS & Rear A gefir av Frohr efielt @, S srferes wurofir srer 3w
T Tohd ST &

The SKY scheme offered around X7 per unit of energy as a feed-in-tariff, creating a
meaningful incentive to conserve electricity and export energy.

SKY STl & dgel Foil o foT orarerar 7 gfer fare 1 drs-ger R gere forar aram, oras
forsTell satet 3R T i s & 3Ta Fiar & fov ve arde Wicargs &)

And by exporting energy, farmers earned an average of roughly 221,900 annually, effectively
transforming them from energy consumers to energy producers.
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ST T TAITd ek fohaTatt of 3RceT S1eTeeT 221,900 yfaaxw 31foia forw, forer @ usmar &0 &
FAT STMFATH A FolT Ieurga! A IRAfdd g 7|

Similarly, in Bangladesh, in the most common solar model — called the fee-for-service
centralised solar model — pump owners have earned revenue by supplying water to multiple
farmers within a fixed command area.

S YR, TEAGY H FIH AT W Alsel—Tord Hr-BR-AfaH FdlFd @R Alse Fel rar
§—# 9 HATfIhT of Ueh AT H#ATS 81T o IR 37eieh [ohdTeil T ITell STAS FIIHT JSTEd
3fora fRar g

This model showed that farmers who used solar irrigation did not apply more water than
farmers who used diesel for irrigation even though solar irrigation was 20-30% cheaper.

g Als § IdT el T AR HATS T 39T et arel fhamet o Sietel & fAams a3t arer fhamt
T ot 3 37T uTelt bt 3uter 76T fama, Srafe |iv TS 20-30% Wt ot

This is because excessive irrigation by one farmer reduced the operator’s ability to serve
others, making the efficient and equitable use of groundwater for irrigation imperative for
businesses looking to become financially sustainable.

wmgmmwmmmmmﬂmﬁmwww
YeTeT it T &THAT heT 8l SrdT oY, Toad el §9 ¥ HURUiiT 9 ST 30T IWeT aTel caaar
o forv TS ¥ 8faTel T FereT 3R FaATeTaTgor 3URNT 37feAars g a7

So the real question is not whether solar irrigation is inherently good or bad for groundwater
but what kind of solar irrigation model is deployed, where, and with what incentives.

SATAT aredideh 99T I I8! ¢ o |IX TS 375Ter o foIT Taretiaesh &9 & 3reaT & a1 3, afeh
Ig ¢ o e waR w1 Wk RS Afsar, wvet 3R frer icamgat & @y o) fhar Srar g |

Even for standalone off-grid pumps under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam
Utthan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM), there is evidence that solar pump utilisation — and the
extent to which it replaces diesel versus grid electricity use — varies widely with installed
capacity, the water table’s depth, and years of operating experience.

Tt fRuTer St et vd 3T AEIfAATT (PM-KUSUM) & 3icfell Taeia 3iTe-frs gdt &
:Hmﬁrﬁﬁm&waﬁ%%ﬁﬁwmﬂ—ﬁ&%@rwﬁ@gﬁmﬁr%mﬁ
Ty AT ek TTEe s §—F e &1aaT, e T A 1es AR Farerer & eqerd & ant
o 3TER &Y &9 § e gl g |

Diverse outcomes

e oRomer

Second, the current debate treats energy as the only factor determining groundwater
outcomes, discounting the impact of local hydrogeology and agriculture.

CET, TTATT S5 H ST bl d7sTel Harelh aRUTAT 1 feiRel & arell AT &R AT STl §
AT AT STersgfaater 3 F1 & Ts11T &1 hef ek 3iTehT ST B |

Evidence shows solar irrigation impact on farmers’ irrigation behaviour is shaped by local
hydrogeology, cropping patterns, marginal returns to irrigation, and soil type, among other
factors.

e g § T fondmett & fars saagr o) @ s o1 weira T ureier srersifaieT, waer
gfawy, R ¥ yread @i gfawd 3t Aed & yoR afta F3 37 FRe d FuiRa gar gl

In regions with hard-rock aquifers with limited water storage capacity, and rainfed cropping,
where each additional unit of irrigation water yields high marginal benefits, water use changed
little between solar and non-solar uses (regardless of the energy source in the latter case).

FON-AeT STeTSfel, TH=TeRY SToT $TSTTUT &To7elT T Gell &, T aToT-3ener T arer et a1, o
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TS STet 7 e JifaRerd ss & 3oa dAid amT wied giar §, @ik 3R dvalt s & $i
aasqa’mﬁagamaimwm, $71 €Y &TC aTel ATFC 3 Fail T A HIs Y 8l

This diversity in outcomes must be central to policy design.

gRuTHET 7 57 RAfAEar & -7 1 FaRT 3R ST S anfev)

In regions such as Punjab and Haryana, where irrigation is already widespread and
dominated by water-intensive crops like rice and wheat, there is little scope to expand
irrigated area, making it unlikely that solar irrigation will drive further groundwater over-
exploitation.

mmmﬁﬁﬁ,aﬁﬁaﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmmamﬁﬁm-m
Wﬂ%ﬁmqﬂa%,ﬁﬁamasﬁwaﬁragawgmr%, SO Ig g A E ST
|t TS e7sTer o 3rfaRerd 31fa-alget &1 argrar 33|

The key question in such regions is not whether solar threatens groundwater, but whether it
can make water, energy, and food systems more sustainable.

U &THT H HET U Fg g1 ¢ o W Sl 375Tel & foIT Wen § a1 =7, afeeh T ¢ o Far 7
o, FT 31X wEg yonfaat i 37fee FuReii F Tl &

Replacing subsidised fossil-fuel electricity with grid-connected solar can reduce subsidy
costs, lower emissions, and encourage more efficient water and energy use.

afews) areh Sharesr-gua smaRa fasreh 1 s & S @R 3o & yfaeaniid we & afews
AT F o, St F Ft TUT STel AR ST o TR FereT TR bl FedTgeT [Fel Fhell &1

On the other hand, Eastern India presents a different picture where irrigation expansion has
been constrained more by access to energy than to water.

e 3R, Tt st b Ty 376797 &, STel RS o7 e STet 1 erell &1 Sroft e Uge &1 el
¥ s o @i g

Large areas remain rainfed, with farmers facing high diesel costs and unreliable power for
irrigation.

39 &1 3787 o auf-3menRe FR W R § 3R framat &1 fars & fov Sierer iy S amera aar
Frfareawair farsrelt 3mqfel & AT e IsAT B

In such regions, solar irrigation can meaningfully improve agricultural productivity and climate
resilience.

U a1l & HR S F searewar 3R FTaarg sreqmere a1Aar H Qi GUR o Fhell ¢
This shows solar irrigation policy, as it relates to groundwater, should follow a differentiated
regional approach, reflected in context-specific deployment of solar irrigation models, paired

with stronger groundwater monitoring and adaptive management to catch emerging stress
early.

Ig S2lTaT & o s1aTel & Heey & € o= Afy o1 av-faflrse gf¥emor 3o @iy, forasd
Turer IRTEATT & 3reqea @it TS Alsel i AT & A1 Asraa syerer e 3 sregaelt
mﬁmm,aﬁsmgcaﬂ-mwmwﬁﬁwmmmﬂ

Emissions, subsidy burdens — 3cdsieT, feqsY &1 S1sT

A third limitation is when solar irrigation is evaluated in a silo, either as a water or energy
intervention, when its consequences span water, energy, and food.

ey e I8 & o ST W TS o Hoaiehet eT-UolT &h, Shaol STol AT Foll Hath gEcatd
& &9 H [T AT &, STafeh 38 Fo7Ta o, FaiT AR Weg—iIir 8191 9o faedgd 8t &

For example, groundwater irrigation in India is estimated to generate between 45-62 million
tonnes of carbon dioxide a year.

3ETEYVT & foIT, R 3 syarer RS @ Uiay SoTsTer 4.5-6.2 FZ o FIET STBHFASS
3cafSid gt T JHeTAT &
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Agricultural electricity subsidies across States amount to over ¥1 lakh crore a year.
et ot 7 F g afewsl & oY gfaayd 21 o =g 4 3w g
Solar irrigation can reduce both emissions and subsidy burdens.

R =T 3caoia 3R afeusd & A=, ST & FF R ThaT gl

Estimates from Gujarat suggest each grid-connected solar farmer offsets approximately 12.3
tonnes of CO, annually through on-farm solar use and electricity exported to the grid while
subsidies covered nearly one-fourth of government investments within the first two years.

TSI & TeTATT o TR, Fedeh firs & 572 @R fhwrer ¥a 7 Gk Fsf & 3uier qar s &
TooTell faTa vt & AreTa & 9faay o9Ts7er 12.3 & CO, 3cHolel I $RUTS AT &, STd1h ggol
ar et & SR aferst o TR fAaer i ersrer vw-aturg Uiy & agaT fmam)

Scaled across India’s more than 25 million agricultural pumps, the mitigation and fiscal
implications are substantial.

AR A Higlg 2.5 FU3 F 7AF FTY 79t 9 38 a9 TR 9 19 FohAT AT, oY 8 SeHotel-
7o AR TSI TG FHTRT FHgeaqot giet|

Thus, the question we should be asking is not whether solar irrigation will worsen
groundwater risks but how best solar irrigation can be deployed to maximise its benefits.

37cT: g4 IE = AgT Yo dTie T o AR =g sarer wael @AY 1 qgresft ar 7€, afcs g
T A1feT 3 50 amsit &t Al 3 & fow ¥t RS #t wafasr ald & F3 oy fmar
ST HHATE |

Expanding access — 9gd #T &R

Over the past five years, India’s agricultural solar programme, PM-KUSUM, has installed over
2.5 million solar pumps, making them affordable for smallholder farmers through subsidies.

oot afer at 7 R & F @ FREFA PM-KUSUM & dgd 25 @@ § 31 ' 90 waifid
forw are §, fora@ afews) & Areas & 3+ oy vd Weia framat & fow e semm arr g

As the government prepares PM-KUSUM 2.0, the challenge is to advance the clean energy
transition without worsening the country’s already over-exploited groundwater.

S-S TIHR PM-KUSUM 2.0 T IR 3 T8T &, eilchl I8 & fob &30 & Ul 4 81 AT
atget forT ST o srater b1 FEUTAy 1 3R TRIS TR et Taes St HShaoT i 37191 ST ST |

In water-stressed regions, grid-connected solar can be expanded either through individual
pumps or by making entire agricultural feeders go solar.

FT-HHeaEd &1 & firs & S8 AR Foft &1 faear a1 A safardera qut & Aregs & fovar s
Hehdl & 37aT X F BrsU A @R ST ATenRe 71T ST FehelT B

Ideally, both models should reward farmers for saving water while helping energy distribution
companies (DISCOMSs) transition to clean energy.

3T §Y A, ST Aseil & TFATAT Y oTer T9 F frT Neafed fham S Tfge a2 @y & Far
favor Hufadt (DISCOMs) FI TaTS FotT I 3R THAUT H FEIIAT [Felell AT

However, the current approach of paying farmers to save water by selling surplus electricity to
the grid has seen limited uptake.

greiieh, rferaly fasrelt Y firs Y I I Fama & FAT fFamat 1 $perarer I S aciAweT

GEAT T AT T &Y 39T =T & |

Feeder-level transitions to solar energy have performed better, but in their current form they
do little to change pumping behaviour.

BE-FadT @R AT HFHAUT A SgaR Ted fohar g, aifeheT 319eT aiHTeT Ta&T 7 I8 IfI9r suagrR
ﬁag?-ramqﬁaé?rm%"l
Both models therefore need to be refined.

gafa, gl Alsel # UR fFT e At maegshar |
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The individual pump model requires simpler grid connection procedures and attractive
buyback prices that reflect the local value of water and crops.

TFAITd U9 ATSS & [oI0 Tl Frs-Fasrere IfHIn3it T2r 0t v I hiear
TERIAHAT &, ST 5ol HR e & T Hod ol Fidfaiad H|

DISCOMs should also be incentivised to support it.

DISCOMs &I 8 38 §HYT & & forw wicaed frar st =nifew]

Feeder-level transition to solar energy, meanwhile, should be paired with water-saving
incentives to reduce both water and energy use, not just benefit DISCOMs.

g d1T, PIE-Fa0T @R AT HHAT I STd-aad NeHTgAT & AT ST ST AT, dTfes shdel
D|SCOMsa#wq§”mﬁa:maaaﬁTﬁﬁ—aﬁa:mﬂaﬂamﬁmmmﬂ

These could include support for micro-irrigation and direct cash payments for reduced
pumping, similar to Punjab’s ‘Pani Bachao, Paisa Kamao’ and Haryana’s ‘Mera Pani Meri
Virasat’ schemes.

goTd | w f¥ET$ (micro-irrigation) & ToT HgTIAT AT After H el oot & forT yeget wiehe
AT AT &1 Heel &, ST U1l hT “ATaAY Fr=T3t, YT FoATAr 3R gRrom 7 A7 wwedt A
R JIST=m3it & FA= 8|

That said, where farmers still lack reliable irrigation, the priority is expanding access rather
than saving water.

T o, STeT fenarrait o o 37ef off Frearwreler Rras it giarem suerstr 7dh , gl Sraf@ehdr sief
aaﬁa:mﬁaﬁaﬁqg%mﬁﬁwmmaﬁm

Standalone solar pumps should therefore remain the preferred option in areas with limited
irrigation, poor grid access, and low groundwater risk.

wﬁuﬁﬁaﬁﬁm%ﬁaaﬁrmwsﬂ@waﬁaﬁrﬁﬁwﬁaﬁrwm
Iehed 51 @1 AT

Rather than focusing on individual ownership, greater emphasis should be placed on scaling
them through water-user associations, water-selling entrepreneurs, and farmer
cooperatives in India’'s most irrigation-deprived regions.

ITFRTT TaTfRca W AT Higd et & Tl AR & Fa8 e R=s-afRa &= 7 sra-
ITANTRT wel, STo-RAaET IeafAal 3t e geert afafaal & AreH F g s TR
R fATAR e W 318 SR f&m S anfg |
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J&K an ‘important part of India’; will
re-evaluate travel advisory: U.S. envoy

l!eerza!a !s!! 5

SRINAGAR

On his maiden visit to Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Sergio
Gor, U.S. Ambassador to
India and Special Envoy to
South and Central Asia, on
Wednesday praised the
Centre and Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah for their ef-
forts to “keep India’s im-
portant place safe”.

“J&K is an important
part of India and it’s an in-
credibly beautiful place. I
am thrilled to see this
place. Delhi and the Chief
Minister have made incred-
ible steps to keep this place
safe. We will have some fol-

low-ups to Washington and
Delhi,” Mr. Gor said after
meeting Mr. Abdullah at
the latter’s residence here.

Referring to J&K as “an
important part of India” is
a departure from the past,

Boosting ties: U.S. Ambassador Sergio Gor with Jammu & Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. X/@USAMBINDIA

when Kashmir was re-
ferred to as “an unresolved
issue between India and
Pakistan”. Mr. Gor hinted
at re-evaluating the travel
advisory for J&K, which re-
mains in the ‘Level 4- Do

not travel’ category. “We
will be looking at travel
warnings. It should be
downgraded. It [J&K] is a
beautiful area and a lot of
Americans want to come
here,” he said.

Mr. Abdullah said that
the meeting was “good op-
portunity to discuss rela-
tions between two coun-
tries and what the U.S. can
do with J&K”. “There are
some legacy issues which
over time we will be work-
ing to resolve,” he added.

Pakistan  summoned
U.S. Chargeé d’Affaires Nata-
lie Baker and lodged a
“strong demarche” over
remarks by Mr. Gor.

20A8. J&K an ‘important part of India’; will re-evaluate travel advisory: U.S.

envoy J&K ‘HTRd FT Ageayur fFEar; AR g arar qreret i e & weftam w3r

On his maiden visit to Jammu and Kashmir, Sergio Gor, U.S. Ambassador to India and
Special Envoy to South and Central Asia, on Wednesday praised the Centre and Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah for their efforts to “keep India’s important place safe”.

SFFA-FAHR FY 37T TF AT I 37T HRA 7 ARHT Totee 3R gTaror va 7 vl & fow
I g AT 7R @ FUAR I shey TIHR 3R FEIHAT IAT Hegedl o 3oT JATH I TET i,
TSeTehT 3E8 T “HRd & HgedquT TUTT T FRI&TT TG &

“J&K is an important part of India and it’s an incredibly beautiful place.
“J&K TR T Uk Ageaqol REaT ¢ 3N I8 v 3rfeaweia &0 § YoT T 81
| am thrilled to see this place.

H 38 T FY @R 9ge; T €|

Delhi and the Chief Minister have made incredible steps to keep this place safe.

feeeh 3R FEgaEN o 58 T T FR&TT W & TIT IATURT FeH 3810 &

We will have some follow-ups to Washington and Delhi,” Mr. Gor said after meeting Mr.
Abdullah at the latter’s residence here.

g aifdiarea 3 Reeht & wry 3ma Y Fo FRIAfRAt 391, A I 7 FT 5 3egee & aE W

3T FHATHI & ST, FeT|

Referring to J&K as “an important part of India” is a departure from the past, when Kashmir
was referred to as “an unresolved issue between India and Pakistan”.

J&K T “HR FT T AgeaqVl GEAT” Fgell 37chicl & T § 3791 §, 5T HHR I “HRa i

UIfShedTer & s Teh g TSAT Hear” HeT ST AT

Mr. Gor hinted at re-evaluating the travel advisory for J&K, which remains in the ‘Level 4 —

Do not travel’ category.

AT AR I&K & TIT AT qraet Y eT: FHIeT et 1 Hevet feram, it 37fh off ‘gl 4 — g o

FU AN FE
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“We will be looking at travel warnings.

“§ AT AATa TG hT THTETT HT|

It should be downgraded.

8 faae T W =T ST 9l

It [J&K] is a beautiful area and a lot of Americans want to come here,” he said.

FE [J&K] T e 8 § X g & IR T 371 aet 8,7 3eeied el

Mr. Abdullah said that the meeting was “good opportunity to discuss relations between two
countries and what the U.S. can do with J&K”.

AT Tegeell o gl 7o Tg Jooh “QNat qut & Hael IR IARFT 18K F AT FATF FFaATE, AW
TG e HT ST T AN

“There are some legacy issues which over time we will be working to resolve,” he added.
Sogie) g, ‘s T & POk OOt o7 &, T o & W 6 el et 3 oI b )
Pakistan summoned U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Natalie Baker and lodged a “strong demarche”
over remarks by Mr. Gor.

A1 R T Reeaforat s ot arfrearer 3 3rAREY FriaRS gy Adrel dH I dord T 3
3eTh THET “SeT TAATAF fa0” (strong demarche) &7 AT
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